THE 2009 NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT: 

A 20TH ANNIVERSARY RETROSPECTIVE
The 20th anniversary broadcast of the National Memorial Day Concert reaches out to the entire community of Americans who join us year after year on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol and from around the country to support our troops.  Since 1989, the producers of the multi award-winning event have been privileged to welcome acclaimed stars from the stage, screen and music worlds -- from Tom Hanks, George Clooney, Jimmy Smits, Richard Dreyfuss, Kathy Bates and Natalie Cole to Gladys Knight, B.B. King, Martina McBride, Vanessa Williams, Brad Paisley and Alison Krauss.  This year’s event will look back and reflect on some of the most powerful moments from the past two decades, in which these performers contributed their immense talents to help us remember and pay tribute to all those who served in America’s wars.  Here is a look back by some of our performers on what participating in the event has meant to them.    

“The first time I stepped out on this stage in 2001 -- in front of this wonderful crowd, looking up at the capitol dome, our American flag waving in the breeze, it truly hit me what Memorial Day was all about – and I instantly knew I’d become a lifetime member of this community dedicated to remembering those who’ve served our country.”
- Joe Mantegna, co-host of the National Memorial Day Concert since 2006
 “Lending a hand to our country’s servicemen and women is truly one of the most rewarding things I have ever done.  Knowing that they are not forgotten and that their sacrifice is appreciated can make a world of difference.” 
- Gary Sinise, co-host of the National Memorial Day Concert since 2006
“It is wonderful to have you veterans still here so we can thank you personally for your service and your sacrifice.” 
- Tom Hanks, 2004 

Tonight as we remember those who have died for our country, let us be reminded that grief is a sacred wound, so let us respect our own grieving for it is after all, an expression of our love and it is an honoring of those who have died for us.  And, let us be assured that this feeling that we call grief -- its shock and sadness, its anger and confusion, and most of all its loneliness -- is our way of saying we love you. 

- Jimmy Smits, 2007
“For me, hosting the National Memorial Day Concert is a spiritual exercise.  The value lies in the reminder of what wars are and what they cost in human terms.  We appreciate our heritage a little bit more when we start to consider what it means and what people have paid for it.”

-Ossie Davis, 2003, eleven-time host of the National Memorial Day Concert  
(more)
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The pain of war is very fresh and can be felt in communities across America.  I hope those who watch the concert will take the time to reach out to soldiers and veterans and their families to let them know we care and to thank them for their service.  The people who have served, and their families, represent the strength and spirit and goodness of America, and we can never say thank you enough.”  
- General Colin L. Powell USA (Ret.), 2007, 14 time participant in the concert 
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