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BIOGRAPHIES
Joe Mantegna
Joe Mantegna has received critical acclaim for his award-winning and highly praised performances on the stage and in numerous film and television productions.  He was awarded the Tony and Joseph Jefferson Awards for his role in David Mamet's Pulitzer Prize-winning play Glengarry Glen Ross.  His long-standing association with Mamet includes the premieres of A Life in the Theatre, The Disappearance of the Jews and Speed The Plow on Broadway.  Mantegna has also directed a highly lauded production of Mamet's Lakeboat, which enjoyed a successful theatrical run in Los Angeles and he later directed the film version starring Peter Falk, Robert Forester, Andy Garcia, Charles Durning, Denis Leary and George Wendt.  In the world of film, he has starred in over 100 films, among them The Godfather III, Alice, Celebrity, Liberty Heights, Bugsy, Forget Paris, Uncle Nino, Nine Lives, Searching for Bobby Fisher and Baby's Day Out.  He starred in the critically acclaimed Mamet films House of Games, Homicide, and Things Change, for which he received the Best Actor Award at the Venice Film Festival.  Always the baseball fan, Joe conceived and co-wrote the Off-Broadway play Bleacher Bums, which earned him an Emmy when it was subsequently produced for television.  Joe is a three-time Emmy nominee, first for his work in the HBO special The Rat Pack, where he was also nominated for a Golden Globe Award for his portrayal of Dean Martin, for his role of Pippi De Lena in the CBS mini-series, The Last Don and finally in 2007 for his work in the USA network series, The Starter Wife.  In 2008 Joe won the Best Actor Award for his work in Elvis and Annabelle from the Newport Beach Film Festival.  In recent years Joe has starred in the critically acclaimed CBS series First Monday and Joan of Arcadia.  For the last 26 years, he has been the voice of Fat Tony on the Fox series The Simpsons.  Joe also lent his voice to Disney/Pixars 2011 smash hit CARS2.  In April 2011 Joe received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame next to his childhood idol Errol Flynn.  In May of 2012 Joe was appointed the National Spokesperson for The U.S. Army Museum, to lead the fundraising campaign to build the long-planned National Museum of the United States Army.  In 2014 Joe received the Lifetime Achievement award from the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for his dedication to the community and craft of acting.  He currently stars as David Rossi on the CBS hit drama Criminal Minds as well as hosting and producing duties on Gun Stories for the Outdoor Channel.
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Gary Sinise  
Actor/humanitarian Gary Sinise, has been actively and tirelessly supporting the troops for over thirty years.  Among his numerous film and television roles, it was his portrayal of Lt. Dan Taylor in the landmark film Forrest Gump which formed an enduring connection with servicemen and women throughout the military community.  After several USO handshake tours in 2003, Sinise formed the “Lt. Dan Band” and began entertaining troops serving at home and abroad.  Performing pop hits to classic rock staples, the 12-member cover band has played for over half-a-million troops and their families.  His endless work on behalf of those who’ve served has earned him many distinguished awards including The Bob Hope Award for Excellence in Entertainment from the Medal of Honor Society, the Spirit of the USO Award, The Ellis Island Medal of Honor, and in 2008 he was given the Presidential Citizens Medal, the second-highest civilian honor awarded to citizens for exemplary deeds performed in service of the nation, only the third actor ever to receive this honor.  He was recently presented with The Sylvanus Thayer Award given by the United States Military Academy and West Point, Spirit of Hope Award by the Department of Defense and was named an honorary Chief Petty Officer by the Navy.  In 2011 he launched the Gary Sinise Foundation to honor its defenders, veterans, first responders, their families and those in need by creating and supporting unique programs designed to entertain, educate, inspire, strengthen and build communities.  These include its R.I.S.E. program (Restoring Independence and Supporting Empowerment), whose flagship initiative is a custom Smart Home building project for severely wounded veterans.  Each home is customized to ease their daily challenges and help restore independence with features like retractable cook tops, cabinets and shelving, elevators and more, all accessible via an iPad.  Other programs include Relief & Resiliency Outreach, Invincible Spirit Festivals, Serving Heroes and Arts & Entertainment Outreach.  Over the years, the Foundation has formed numerous corporate partnerships including American Airlines, Jos. A. Bank Clothiers, Sysco Foodservice and most recently with GE on their Get Skills to Work program to help veterans translate military skills into advanced manufacturing jobs while empowering employers with tools to recruit, onboard and mentor veterans.  The Gary Sinise Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization.  For more information, please visit www.garysinisefoundation.org.

Allison Janney

Allison Janney swept the 2018 Awards season with an Academy Award, BAFTA, Golden Globe, Critics’ Choice and SAG Award for her acclaimed portrayal of LaVona Golden, the sharp-tongued mother of Tonya Harding in I, Tonya.  Other recent movies include Tallulah, which reunited her with her Juno co-star Ellen Page, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children marked her first time working with director Tim Burton and The Girl On the Train saw her collaborating again with longtime friend, director Tate Taylor.  She also appeared in two of the previous summer’s biggest box office titles: the animated Minions and Spy with Melissa McCarthy.  Additionally, she co-starred in The Help based on the best-selling novel of the same name.  For their extraordinary performances, the cast won Ensemble awards from the Hollywood Film Awards, Screen Actors Guild, National Board of Review and the Broadcast Film Critics.  The film was also nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture. J anney has delighted 
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audiences with outstanding performances in the Oscar-nominated ensemble Juno and in 
the movie version of the Tony Award winning play Hairspray, which was also awarded Best Ensemble from the Hollywood Film Awards.  She was nominated for Best Supporting Actress by the Independent Spirit Awards for her role in Todd Solondz's film Life During Wartime.  She also co-starred in The Way, Way Back with Steve Carell, opposite Meryl Streep in The Hours, which received a SAG Award nomination for Outstanding Ensemble Cast in a Motion Picture and appeared in the Academy Award winning film American Beauty (for which she won a SAG Award for Outstanding Ensemble Cast in a Motion Picture).  Janney presently stars alongside Anna Faris in the CBS/Chuck Lorre hit comedy, Mom.  Critics also applauded her turn as Margaret Scully on Showtime’s groundbreaking drama Masters of Sex.  Janney won Emmys for both roles in the same year; a rare feat in Emmy history.  She won a second Emmy for Mom the following year, bringing her total number of ATAS statues to seven.  She is renowned for her starring role in the acclaimed NBC series The West Wing, where she won a remarkable four Emmy Awards and four SAG Awards for her portrayal of White House Press Secretary CJ Cregg.  In addition, she was recently honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  While a freshman studying acting at Kenyon College in Ohio, Janney auditioned for a play that Paul Newman was directing and got the part.  Soon after, Newman and his wife Joanne Woodward suggested she study at the Neighborhood Playhouse in New York.  She followed their advice and went on to make her Broadway debut in Noel Coward’s Present Laughter for which she earned the Outer Critics Circle Award and Clarence Derwent Award.  She also appeared in Arthur Miller’s A View from the Bridge, receiving her first Tony Award nomination and winning the Outer Critics Circle Award as well as the musical 9 to 5, for which she earned a Tony nomination and won the Drama Desk Award.  Janney made her return to Broadway last year in the revival of John Guare’s Six Degrees of Separation taking on the title role of ‘Ouisa’ alongside John Benjamin Hickey and Corey Hawkins. 
Graham Greene

Graham Greene was born at Ohsweken, Ontario, Canada, June 22, 1952.  After working at several jobs, which included, draughting, high steel work, welding, carpentry and audio engineering, he took up acting.  He traveled to England and South America where he performed in, and taught theatre.  His many stage credits include The Crackwalker, Jessica, History of the Village of the Small Huts, and Dry Lips Oughta Move to Kapuskasing for which Greene won the Dora Mavor Moore Award for Best Actor.  Greene then co-starred in Dances with Wolves, which garnered an Oscar nomination. Since then his many film credits include, Die Hard with A Vengeance, North, Green Mile, Maverick, and Snow Dogs.   Among his many television credits are Exhibit A, Rocket Science, Wolf Lake, The Red Green Show, North of Sixty, and Dudley the Dragon, which awarded Greene two Gemini Awards.  Greene was also the recipient of several Best Actor Awards for his roles in Skins, The Education of Little Tree, and Northern Exposure, at the First Americans in the Arts Film Awards, as well as Best Actor at the Japan Film Festival for Skins, and a Grammy for his narration work with Winton Marsalis and Kate Winslet in Listen to The Story Teller.  Greene resides outside Toronto with his wife, Hilary and a small army of cats where he continues to write, build boats, and continue working in the entertainment industry.  Greene received the Order of Canada in 
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2016.  Recent projects include, a 3-season recurring arc on Longmire, Winter’s Tale, Wind River and Molly’s Game.
John Corbett

John Corbett starred as Ian Miller in My Big Fat Greek Wedding, which was one of the highest grossing independent films of all time.  He also reprised his role in the long awaited sequel.  He is best known as the sexy Aidan Shaw playing opposite Sarah Jessica Parker in HBO’s Sex & the City, in which he was a Golden Globes nominee in 2002.  He reprised his role in Sex & the City 2.  Corbett also received Emmy and Golden Globes nominations for his work on the CBS series Northern Exposure.  He also starred opposite Denis Leary in the FX series Sex&Drugs&Rock&Roll.  Corbett’s recent films include All Saints, The Boy Next Door with Jennifer Lopez, Street Kings, with Keanu Reeves and Forest Whitaker, The Burning Plain with Charlize Theron, the Sony feature The Messengers directed by Danny and Oxide Pang, and Fox 2000’s “Ramona and Beezus.  Born and raised in West Virginia, Corbett moved out to California to find work in a steel factory.  He worked there for six years until an injury forced him to stop.  Concurrently, John was attending the local city college and decided to sit in on a friend's drama class.  While watching class, he was invited on stage for an exercise and became captivated with the craft.  He acted in several college theater productions in which his drama teacher recognized his talent and encouraged him to pursue Hollywood.  Corbett can also be seen at shows across the country with his band.

Charles Esten

Charles Esten currently stars on CMT’s Nashville in the role of Deacon Claybourne.  Born in Pittsburgh, PA, Charles “Chip” Esten grew up in Alexandria, VA.  After starting his acting career in Los Angeles, he was pleased to make his theatrical debut in London, portraying Buddy Holly in the hit West End musical Buddy.  In that role, he was honored to perform for H.R.M Queen Elizabeth and then, for President and Mrs. George H.W. Bush at both The Kennedy Center and The White House.   has performed 100 live shows over the course of the last year, all while filming Nashville 10 months out of the year.  He has performed at CMA Fest, Stagecoach, the C2C Festival in London, the CMC Festival in Australia, the Ryman, the Bridgestone, Carnegie Hall, the White House, the Country Music Hall of Fame, and the Grand Ole Opry - where he has performed over 90 times.  Last summer, along with his Nashville castmates, he sold out three shows at London’s Royal Albert Hall.  In addition to his role on Nashville, he has appeared in many films and television shows, including Whose Line Is It Anyway?, The Office and hosted the 2017 CMT Awards.  A singer and songwriter who began performing on stage when he was in college, last year Charles became the only artist ever to release 54 consecutive songs via his #EverySingleFriday project (July 2016 - July 2017).  His songs are all available on iTunes, and on Spotify, where his music has been streamed worldwide over 7.9 million times.  He is proud to serve as the National Light the Night Walk Honorary Chair for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Esten and his wife have two daughters and a son.
(more)
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Brian Tee
Tee can be seen as a series regular on the hit NBC television drama Chicago Med, produced by Dick Wolf.  Tee plays “Dr. Ethan Choi,” the sexy doctor on rotation who found his calling in medicine while serving in the Navy.  He is a tireless yet impulsive doctor who suffers from his own trauma while still maintaining his passion to save the sick.  Tee is best known around the world for his starring role as the lead villain “DK, the Drift King,” in Universal Pictures' The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift, directed by Justin Lin, but on the big screen, Tee has shared his talents in many other giant blockbuster franchises.  He was a lead in FOX's summer hit The Wolverine, starring Hugh Jackman and directed by James Mangold.  He played “Hamada,” the head of park security in Universal Pictures' and Amblin Entertainment’s box office smash Jurassic World.  And continuing his tentpole career, Tee starred in Paramount Pictures’ and Michael Bay’s Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 2, as the iconic villain “Shredder.”  As a character leading man, Tee romanced audiences as the lead opposite Anne Heche in the Hallmark movie One Christmas Eve.  He starred in the series Mortal Kombat: Legacy 2, as “Liu Kang,” produced by Warner Brothers, took on a lead role in Lifetime's The Gabby Douglas Story as the inspirational Coach “Liang Chow,” and also gave a standout comedic performance in Justin Lin's comedy, Finishing the Game, as the insanely hilarious Vietnam Vet, “Mac Chang.”  A talent in all genres, Tee gave an unforgettable, heart wrenching performance as Jimmy Nakayama, in the action drama We Were Soldiers, opposite Mel Gibson.  And on the comedy side, Brian has featured in big budget comedies Austin Powers: Goldmember,  alongside Mike Myers and Fun with Dick and Jane, with comedy great Jim Carrey.  On the small screen, Tee was a series regular playing ”EMT Eddie Choi,” in Crash, a STARZ TV series based on the Academy Award winning film.  He recurred on the hit NBC series Grimm, CBS's Hawaii 5-O, and ABC's Grey's Anatomy.  Tee has made memorable guest star appearances on shows such as Chicago Fire, Chicago PD, Lucifer, ZOO, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D, The Lottery, Legends, Beauty and the Beast, Burn Notice, The Good Guys, CSI, Dark Blue, Bones, Lie To Me, Jericho, Entourage, The Unit, Wanted, Without A Trace, JAG, Family Law, The Pretender, and  Buffy the Vampire Slayer, among others.  As the consummate artist, Tee continued to stretch his range internationally.  He starred in the Korean American romantic comedy indie feature Wedding Palace, and was the lead villain in Korea's highly anticipated action film No Tears for the Dead, opposite, Jang, Dong-Gun and Kim, Min-Hee, Directed by the acclaimed Lee, Jeong-Beom (The Man from Nowhere.)  In love with his craft, Tee never stops honing his talents and embraces all mediums.  Brian returned to the stage to rave reviews for his lead performance in Snow Falling on Cedars at the prestigious Hartford Stage.  A Los Angeles native and mixture of multiple Asian descents, Tee is proficient in both Japanese and Korean, and holds a bachelor's degree in Dramatic Arts - Acting from the University of California, Berkeley. His muse is his family, his amazing wife Mirelly Taylor and magical daughter Madelyn Skyler who are his life's love and inspiration. 
Mary McCormack

Mary McCormack is one of today’s boldest and most versatile actresses, continually challenging herself with roles that often defy Hollywood standards and bring to light the complex lives of ordinary women.  She has shown her immense talent working in film, 
(more)
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television, and on stage and has tackled roles ranging from slapstick comedy to intense drama.  She is perhaps best known for her 5 season tenure on USA Network’s hit original series, In Plain Sight and her role as the Deputy National Security Advisor, Kate Harp, in Aaron Sorkin’s NBC smash hit The West Wing.  McCormack has also starred in the NBC comedy series Welcome to The Family, alongside Mike O’Malley.  McCormack

recently completed production on The Compound, an independent feature film which follows two star-crossed teens on a polygamist compound who fight their families’ religious tradition to be together.  McCormack will soon be seen in Aram Rappaport's A Conspiracy on Jekyll Island opposite Dianna Agron, Anna Sophia Robb, Ed Westwick, Minnie Driver, Maggie Q, Frank Grillo, and Christopher McDonald.  She can also be seen opposite Imogen Poots in the Terrance Malick produced independent film, A Country Called Home.  McCormack has also appeared on the ABC series Scandal, HBO's The Newsroom, and Showtime's House Of Lies.  She currently can be seen guest starring in Angie Tribeca on TBS and in Gus Van Sant’s new drama mini-series When We Rise with Guy Pearce and Mary-Louise Parker.  Mary returned to the Broadway stage in 2008 to star in Boeing-Boeing alongside Christine Baranski, Mark Rylance and Bradley Whitford.  Marc Camoletti’s classic sixties comedy earned Mary a 2008 Tony nomination for “Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play.” Additional stage credits include a highly successful run opposite Alan Cumming as Sally Bowles in the Sam Mendes and Rob Marshall-directed Broadway production of Cabaret for the Roundabout Theatre Company as well as the acclaimed London stage production of Neil LaBute’s play Bash; the David Warren-directed productions of My Marriage to Earnest Borgnine; and A Fair Country.  Mary’s breakout performance, opposite Howard Stern in Private Parts, won her universal critical acclaim.  Some of McCormack’s additional television and feature credits include: a recurring role on ER; Right at Your Door; the Stephen King thriller, 1408; Christopher Guests’ For Your Consideration; the Steven Soderbergh and George Clooney HBO political series, K-Street; as Justine Appleton in Steve Bochco’s Murder One, as well as the USA Network miniseries Traffic, directed by Stephen Hopkins (24).  In addition, McCormack has appeared in varied roles in such films as Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star opposite David Spade, K-Pax opposite Jeff Bridges and Kevin Spacey; Full Frontal, directed by Steven Soderbergh and opposite David Duchovny and Catherine Keener, High Heels & Low Lifes , with Minnie Driver; Mystery, Alaska, written by David E. Kelley and starring Russell Crowe; Other Voices, with Stockard Channing and Campbell Scott, The Broken Hearts Club, opposite John Mahoney and Timothy Olyphant; The Big Tease opposite Craig Ferguson; Gun Shy with Sandra Bullock and Liam Neeson; the Clint Eastwood film, True Crime; Mimi Leder’s Deep Impact; The Alarmist, opposite Stanley Tucci; Father’s Day and Miracle On 34th Street.  She can next be seen in Michael G. Cooney's The Men, feature film Drone with Sean Bean, and Amazon’s period drama American Girl: Mary Ellen.  Most recently, Mary just wrapped shooting AMC’s series, Loaded with Samuel Anderson and Jim Howick.  Born in Plainfield, New Jersey, McCormack is a graduate of Trinity College and resides with her family in Los Angeles.
Cynthia Erivo
Cynthia Erivo is currently shooting the female lead of the Fox feature film Bad Times at the El Royale, directed by Drew Goddard, starring opposite Jeff Bridges and Chris 
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Hemsworth.  She recently wrapped the Lionsgate feature Chaos Walking for director Doug Liman, in a cast featuring Mads Mikkelsen, Tom Holland, Daisy Ridley, and David Oyelowo.  Last summer, she filmed her feature debut in Steve McQueen’s Widows opposite Viola Davis.  She is attached to the title role of Harriet, a biopic of the legendary abolitionist for Stay Gold Features and Debra Martin Chase.  In 2017, Cynthia closed her star-making performance as “Celie” in the hit Broadway revival of The Color Purple. Cynthia received a Tony, Grammy and daytime Emmy Award for her role.  Cynthia also performed at the Kennedy Center Honors and the 2017 Grammy Awards.

Leona Lewis

The British singing sensation has sold over 20 million records worldwide, and reached #1 in over 35 countries with her hit single Bleeding Love.  A vocal powerhouse who is renowned for her vocal range and ability, Lewis is a 3-time Grammy Award nominee, 7-time BRIT Award nominee, MTV VMA and World Music Award winner and has been nominated for MTV EMAs and Billboard Music Awards.  Lewis became the first British female solo artist to top the US Billboard 200 album chart in more than 20 years with her debut album Spirit.  In 2014, she re-teamed with Echo producer and collaborator Toby Gad (John Legend, Beyoncé) to create her fifth and most personal full-length album - I Am.  I Am is as confessional as it is catchy, featuring a special collaboration with Grammy Award-winning artist Diane Warren and highlights powerful, upbeat anthems and incredible emotional ballads, all demonstrating Leona’s striking, almost ethereal vocal range.  Her 3rd UK Tour I Am wrapped in March 2016 to rave reviews.  It showcased her raw talent as a performer along with her famous powerhouse vocals.  Leona is an extremely passionate humanitarian and animal rights activist working with organizations such as The Prince’s Trust, Teenage Cancer Trust, Sports Relief, WWF, Humane Society, World Animal Protection and more.  2016 saw Leona nominated for a CMT Award and was recognized with the Music Pioneer Award at the United Nations Women’s Entrepreneurship Day.  Recently, Leona has made her Broadway debut in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats playing the highly prestigious role of Grizabella, performing the world-famous song Memory.  Currently, Leona is back in the studio recording and most recently released a duet with Calum Scott of You Are the Reason in February 2018.

Megan Hilty

Megan Hilty is most recognizable for her portrayal of seasoned triple-threat Ivy Lynn in NBC’s musical drama Smash.  She received critical acclaim for her role of Brooke Ashton in the Roundabout Theater Company’s revival of Noises Off.  She earned nominations for a Tony Award, Drama Desk Award and Drama League Award and won a Broadway.com Audience Award for Favorite Featured Actress in a Play.  She has also recurred on Bravo’s dramedy Girlfriend’s Guide to Divorce and the final season of CBS’ The Good Wife.  Hilty released a live album comprising of songs from her recent concert tour, entitled Megan Hilty Live at the Café Carlyle, and completed a residency at New York’s Café Carlyle, where she previously performed the last two years.  Additionally, she released a Christmas album entitled A Merry Little Christmas and made her Australian debut as part of the Adelaide Cabaret Festival.  In March 2013, Hilty released her debut solo album, It Happens All The Time, which included fresh interpretations of 
(more)
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compositions by contemporary songwriters and producers.  Earlier, Hilty starred as Lorelei Lee, the diamond-loving blonde made famous by Carol Channing, in the Encores! production of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, to which she earned rave reviews.  Additionally, her voice was featured as Rosetta in Disney's Tinker Bell: Secret of the Wings.  She has also recorded vocals in Disney's The Secret Life of Magic Gourd, Phineas & Ferb, Glenn Martin DDS, American Dad, Tinker Bell and the Pixie Hollow Games, Robot & Monster as well as singing as Snow White in the film Shrek the Third. Hilty can be heard in the animated film Dorothy of Oz with Kelsey Grammer, Hugh Dancy and Lea Michele.  She can also be heard alongside Plácido Domingo on the opera star’s duet album.  A native of Seattle, Hilty moved to New York City after graduating from the prestigious Carnegie Mellon University, and quickly made her Broadway debut as Glinda in Wicked.  She went on to perform the role in both the national tour and in Los Angeles.  After receiving high praise for her portrayal of Doralee Rhodes in Broadway’s 9 to 5: The Musical Hilty was honored with nominations for Lead Actress in a Musical at the Drama Desk Awards, Outer Critics Circle Awards, the Drama League Awards and L.A. Stage Alliance Ovation Awards.  Hilty has previously performed at Carnegie Hall with The New York Pops, the National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center, the New York Philharmonic at Lincoln Center, the Boston Pops, the Cincinnati Pops, the Houston Symphony, the Phoenix Symphony among many others. She was also featured on TNT’s 2012 Christmas in Washington special and continues to perform at prestigious venues nationwide.  Megan is a frequent guest on PBS’ televised live from Capitol Hill concerts.  Her solo concert concerts continue to sell out and receive critical acclaim across the country.  Her other television credits include: Sean Saves the World, The Good Fight, Difficult People, Braindead, Louie, Melissa & Joey, Bones, The Closer, Desperate Housewives, CSI, Shark, Ugly Betty, Eli Stone and The Suite Life of Zach & Cody.  Among Hilty’s film credits are Warren Beatty’s Rules Don’t Apply, The Bitter Feast and the short film The Happiest Man Alive, opposite Justin Chambers.

 
Alfie Boe

Alfie’s exceptional voice has cemented him as Britain’s biggest-selling, most popular and best loved vocalists of his generation.  A hugely successful recording artist, he reached Double Platinum status in 2016 with the Christmas #1 album Together, made with great friend Michael Ball OBE.  The pair returned in 2017 with yet another No 1 album, Together Again, another sold out tour and one-hour ITV Special.  It is the latest triumph for an artist who has effortlessly broken the boundaries via his love of music, from acclaim on the great opera and West End stages, to major chart success.  Born in Blackpool in 1973, Alfie grew up in Fleetwood, where he dreamed of a career as a singer.  He was famously discovered while singing on the production line at work in a Lancashire car factory.  The youngest of nine children, Alfie was inspired by his opera-loving parents from an early age.  This year, Alfie was honored with a Blue Plaque in his hometown as part of BBC Music Day.  The Blue Plaque Trust choose to honor a very select few each year who have influenced the musical landscape across the country.  He was also named a BBC Music Day Ambassador for 2017.  Alfie's journey has propelled him from his opera education at the Royal College of Music and the Royal Opera House’s Young Artists Programme, straight to the Broadway boards when he was chosen by stage and film director Baz Luhrmann to star in his dazzling 2002 revival of La 
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Boheme.  A coveted Tony Award celebrated Alfie's arrival on the international scene.  A fan of both classical music and classic rock, 2015 saw Alfie collaborate with one of his heroes.  In Classic Quadrophenia, the orchestral version of the seminal album by The Who, he worked with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and composer Pete Townshend, who picked him to play the lead role of young mod Jimmy, for rapturous performances at the Royal Albert Hall in London and Vienna.  2017 saw Alfie return to his role as Jimmy performing alongside Pete and Billy Idol in a series of critically acclaimed shows in the USA, including two nights at The Metropolitan Opera House.  Alfie also returned to the London Coliseum this year to star in Roger and Hammerstein's Carousel, playing the role of bad boy Billy Bigelow.  Boe is as accomplished in leading the cast of Les Miserables as Valjean in the West End production (including the world famous 25th Anniversary performance at the O2 Arena in 2010), as he is stealing the show at her Majesty’s 90th birthday celebrations at Windsor Castle.  

General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.)   

For over fifty years, General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) has devoted his life to public service.  Having held senior military and diplomatic positions across four presidential administrations, Powell’s deep commitment to democratic values and freedom has been felt throughout the world.  From 1987-1989 Powell served as President Ronald Reagan’s National Security Advisor.  He served from 1989-1993 as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for both President George H.W. Bush and for President Bill Clinton, and was not only the youngest officer and first ROTC graduate to ever serve in the position but was also the first African American to do so.  During his time as Chairman, he oversaw 28 crises to include the Panama intervention of 1989 and Operation Desert Storm in the 1991 Persian Gulf War.  Under President George W. Bush, Powell was appointed the 65th Secretary of State, leading the State Department in major efforts to address and solve regional and civic conflicts in the Middle East, Sudan, Congo and Liberia, in the Balkans, Haiti, Northern Ireland, Afghanistan, and elsewhere.  Powell is the Chair of the Board of Visitors of the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership at his alma mater, the City College of New York (CCNY).  The Powell School was inaugurated May 2013 and stands alongside CCNY’s other premier named schools.  He is the founder and chairman emeritus of the America’s Promise Alliance, dedicated to forging a strong and effective partnership alliance committed to seeing that children experience the fundamental resources they need to succeed.  Currently, Powell is a Strategic Advisor at Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers, the renowned Silicon Valley venture capital firm, and serves on the Board of Directors of Bloom Energy, an alternative energy company.  In March of 2014, he joined the Board of Directors of Salesforce.com, the world’s largest provider of Cloud-based customer relationship management software.  His autobiography, My American Journey, was a best seller and has been published in more than a dozen different languages.  Powell’s second book, It Worked for Me, reveals the lessons that shaped his life and career and was an instant best seller when it was published in May 2012. 

Jack Everly
Jack Everly is the Principal Pops Conductor of the Indianapolis and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras, Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Arts Centre Orchestra 
(more)
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(Ottawa).  He has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and The Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom Music Center.  Maestro Everly will conduct over 90 performances in more than 20 North American cities this season.  As Music Director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth on PBS, Maestro Everly proudly leads the National Symphony Orchestra in these patriotic celebrations on the National Mall.  Mr. Everly is also the Music Director of the IPL Yuletide Celebration, now a 30 plus year tradition.  He led the ISO in its first Pops recording, Yuletide Celebration, Volume One, that included three of his own orchestrations.  Some of his other recordings include In The Presence featuring the Czech Philharmonic and Daniel Rodriguez, Sandi Patty’s Broadway Stories, the soundtrack to Disney's The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Everything's Coming Up Roses: The Complete Overtures Of Jule Styne.  Originally appointed by Mikhail Baryshnikov, Mr. Everly was conductor of the American Ballet Theatre for 14 years, where he served as Music Director.  In addition to his ABT tenure, he teamed with Marvin Hamlisch on Broadway shows that Mr. Hamlisch scored.  He conducted Carol Channing hundreds of times in Hello, Dolly! in two separate Broadway productions.  Maestro Everly, a graduate of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, holds an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from Franklin College in his home state of Indiana.  He is a proud resident of the Indianapolis community and when not on the podium you can find Maestro Everly at home with his family which includes Max the wonder dog.
The National Symphony Orchestra
The 2017–2018 season marks the National Symphony Orchestra’s 87th season, and Gianandrea Noseda’s first as its music director.  The Italian conductor serves as the Orchestra’s seventh music director, joining the NSO’s legacy of such distinguished leaders as Christoph Eschenbach, Leonard Slatkin, Mstislav Rostropovich, Antal Doráti, Howard Mitchell, and Hans Kindler.  Its artistic leadership also includes Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke and Artistic Advisor Ben Folds.  Founded in 1931, the Orchestra has always been committed to artistic excellence and music education.  In 1986, the National Symphony became an artistic affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, where it has performed a full season of subscription concerts since the Center opened in 1971.  The 96-member NSO regularly participates in events of national and international importance, including official holiday celebrations through its regularly televised appearances for Capital Concerts, and local radio broadcasts on Classical WETA 90.9FM, making the NSO one of the most-heard orchestras in the country.  The Orchestra performs approximately 150 concerts each year, including classical and popular concerts at the Kennedy Center, at Wolf Trap in the summer, and on the lawn of the U.S. Capitol; chamber music performances in the Terrace Theater, on the Millennium Stage, and at theaters around D.C.  It has a distinguished history of touring, and an extensive education program, with a range of offerings for families and children ages three and up.  Additionally, the NSO’s community engagement projects are nationally recognized, including NSO In Your Neighborhood, which comprises a week of approximately 50 performances in schools, churches, community centers, and other neighborhood venues, and Sound Health, a collaboration with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its affiliated organizations.  Career development 
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opportunities for young musicians include the NSO Youth Fellowship Program and its acclaimed Summer Music Institute.  For more information, visit nationalsymphony.org. 

Michael Colbert
Michael Colbert is the Executive Producer of two of television’s longest-running and multi-award winning live programs that commemorate America’s freedom and independence at the U.S. Capitol.  A Capitol Fourth, America’s national Independence Day party, celebrates its 38th annual broadcast in 2018.  The National Memorial Day Concert, which marks its 29th anniversary this year, has become the nation’s premier tribute to our men and women in uniform, their families at home, and all those who have given their lives for our country.  Capital Concerts was founded by Michael’s father, Jerry Colbert, who passed away in January, 2017.   Michael Colbert, who managed the organization in partnership with his father for over 20 years,  continues to direct Capital Concerts year-round. He is the primary liaison with the over twenty government and non-governmental Washington agencies and organizations that contribute to the shows, and oversees the hundreds of television professionals who participate annually.  In addition to his annual work on these patriotic events, Colbert’s credits include major national television specials on CBS, Fox, PBS and Comedy Central in locations ranging from Washington, DC, New York and Los Angeles to Nashville.  He has also produced a wide range of major corporate events.

Paul Miller
Paul Miller is a veteran television director and producer whose credits include The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special on CBS, The Country Music Awards, The Tony Awards, Saturday Night Live, Star Spangled Spectacular: A Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of our National Anthem, In Living Color and many specials and series for all the major broadcast and cable television networks.  He won a 2016 Emmy Award as Executive Producer of It’s Your 50th Christmas, Charlie Brown.  Paul has received an additional six Emmy nominations, and won for directing the Tony Awards and the ABC News coverage of the Inauguration of President Barrack Obama.  He has also been nominated twice for the Directors Guild of America Award in the Musical/Variety category and won for directing the Tony Awards.  Paul has directed the annual PBS broadcasts of A Capitol Fourth and the National Memorial Day Concert for the past twenty years.  He is a partner in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainment company that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime.  
Barr Weissman

Barr Weissman has produced and edited the documentary segments for the National Memorial Day Concert since 1998.  Mr. Weissman edited and helped produce several independent documentaries; including the Academy Award winning film, The Stonecarvers and Mr. Justice Brennan.  He has directed and edited biographical films for the Kennedy Center Honors for CBS (including films on The Who, Mel Brooks, Bruce Springsteen and Tom Hanks).  In addition, he has produced and edited documentaries for the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, NBC, PBS, and others.  His work has been recognized by the Emmy’s, received awards at film festivals worldwide, and screened at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  Weissman’s most recent film, The 
(more)
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Secret To A Happy Ending has screened at film festivals and theaters world-wide and received 4 stars from Rolling Stone.  In 2016, Mr. Weissman produced and edited 10 films for the Musical Crossroads gallery at the new Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.  A native Washingtonian, Mr. Weissman produced and independently distributed two critically acclaimed documentaries about the city - Home: The Langston Terrace Dwellings and A View From The Street: The Art Of Lily Spandorf.
Joan Meyerson
Joan Meyerson's entertainment industry career has been extensive; one of her first producer credits, with David L. Wolper Productions, was for the Oscar-nominated documentary Say Goodbye.  She has written and produced frequently for PBS, including writing for more than fifteen years the National Memorial Day Concert, for which she has won two Writers Guild of America awards for Outstanding Script (nominated for a third). Other PBS credits include one of its top-rated miniseries Walking The Bible, based on the New York Times bestseller of the same name, Japan: Memoirs Of A Secret Empire, nominated for an International Documentary Association award, and Michiyo And Kelly: A Quest For Education.  A graduate of the University of California at Berkeley, she also attended its Graduate School of History and special programs at the Sorbonne in Paris and the University of Mexico.  She has been a guest lecturer at UCLA, USC and at many industry conferences on the art and craft of writing documentaries. 
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