[image: ]

2021 NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT
BIOGRAPHIES


Joe Mantegna 
Joe was awarded the Tony and Joseph Jefferson Award for his acclaimed performance as Richard Roma in David Mamet's Pulitzer Prize-winning play Glengarry Glen Ross.  Some of Joe’s film and television highlights are; House of Games, Searching for Bobby Fisher, Godfather III, his Emmy and Golden Globe nominated role of Dean Martin in The Ratpack, his Emmy nominated role of Pipi Delana in The Last Don, and the voice of Fat Tony on The Simpsons. For two seasons Joe stared with Mary Steenburgen and Amber Tamblyn in the critically acclaimed CBS drama Joan of Arcadia, winner of the 2004 People Choice Award for best new drama as well as picking up three Emmy nominations.  In 2008 Joe reprised his Emmy nominated role of Lou Manahan opposite Debra Messing in USA Network series The Starter Wife.  Joe has also lent his voice to the Disney/Pixar film, CARS2 and continues his 26-year run as Fat Tony on The Simpsons.  In April of 2011 Joe received a Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  Joe lends much of his free time to a number of philanthropic endeavors.  In May of 2012 Joe was appointed the National Spokesperson for The U.S. Army Museum, to lead the fundraising campaign to build the long-planned National Museum of the United States Army. He’s also an ambassador for the Gary Sinise Foundation, which builds homes for wounded veterans, as well as hosting the National Memorial Day Concert since 2006.  His passions also include various autism related charities as well as being a long-time supporter of the Barbara Sinatra Center for Abused Children.  In 2014 Joe received the Lifetime Achievement award from the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce for his dedication to the community and craft of acting.  Joe wrapped up his role as FBI Special Agent David Rossi in the fifteenth and final season of the Hit CBS Drama Criminal Minds in 2019.  Never one to slow down, Joe has a new series for Amazon that began filming in March of 2021.  Joe resides in Los Angeles with his wife of over 40 years Arlene, and their two daughters Mia and Gia. 

Gary Sinise  
Gary Sinise’s stage, film and television career has spanned more than four decades.  In 1974, at 18 years old, he co-founded Chicago’s Steppenwolf Theatre Company.  20 years later, for his performance as Lt Dan Taylor in Forrest Gump, he received nominations for Golden Globe, Screen Actors Guild and Academy Awards, and earned the Best Supporting Actor Award from the National Board of Review and the Commander's Award from the Disabled American Veterans.  Other film credits include Apollo 13, Ransom, Snake Eyes, Impostor, The Green Mile, Mission to Mars and The Human Stain.  His most recent film and television work include, I Still Believe, Good Joe Bell and the Netflix series 13 Reasons Why.  Gary has starred as Jack Garrett on the series Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders, and for nine seasons as Detective “Mac” Taylor on the hit series CSI: NY, both of which aired on CBS.  Sinise is an Emmy, Golden Globe, and two-time SAG Award winner for his roles in Truman and George Wallace.  He also received a SAG Award nomination for his role in The Stand.  For nearly 40 years, Gary has stood as an advocate on behalf of America’s service members.  It began in the early ‘80s,
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supporting local Vietnam veterans’ groups in the Chicago area, and into the ‘90s, when his portrayal of Lt. Dan formed an enduring connection with service members throughout the military community, and as he worked on behalf of the Disabled American Veterans organization, which he continues to actively support today.  Following the attacks of September 11, 2001, Sinise’s dedication to our nation’s active-duty defenders, veterans, first responders and their families has become a tireless crusade of support, service and gratitude for all those who protect our freedom and serve our country.  In 2003, after several USO handshake tours, he formed the “Lt. Dan Band” and began entertaining troops serving at home and abroad.  Over the years, the 13-piece cover band has performed hundreds of shows for charities and fundraisers supporting wounded heroes, Gold Star families, veterans and 
troops around the world.  Sinise served as the national spokesperson for the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial and raised funds for the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial in Washington, D.C. and the Brooklyn Wall of Remembrance in NYC.  He serves on the President’s Advisory Group for the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation, the Community Council for Hope for the Warriors and as an honorary board member of Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors (TAPS).  In 2011, to expand upon his individual efforts, he established the Gary Sinise Foundation with the mission to serve and honor America’s defenders, veterans, first responders, Gold Star families and those in need.  The foundation remains committed to finding new and exciting ways to give back to those who sacrifice for our nation and encouraging others to do the same has become his personal quest and what he hopes will endure as a legacy of service to others.  In 2019, his autobiography, Grateful American: A Journey from Self to Service, was released and immediately became a New York Times Bestseller.  It is the inspiring, entertaining, and profound story of how a young “rough around the edges” kid from Chicago eventually, through his very personal and unique journey, found his calling: to ensure that our nation’s defenders, who serve this country and its freedoms, are never forgotten.  In recognition of his humanitarian work, Sinise has earned many distinguished honors including two awards from the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, the Bob Hope Award for Excellence in Entertainment, and their highest honor, the Congressional Medal of Honor Society’s Patriot Award.  Others awards include the Spirit of the USO Award, the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, the Spirit of Hope Award by the Department of Defense, the Sylvanus Thayer Award from the West Point Association of Graduates and the George Catlett Marshall Medal from the Association of the United States Army (AUSA).  In 2008, he was given the Presidential Citizens Medal, the second-highest civilian honor awarded to citizens for exemplary deeds performed in service of the nation.  He is only the third actor ever to receive this honor.  He was also named an honorary Chief Petty Officer by the United States Navy, an Honorary Marine by the United States Marine Corp and an Honorary Battalion Chief of the Fire Department of New York.  On April 17, 2017, he received a star on Hollywood Walk of Fame from the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.  View Gary Sinise's website.  Gary’s first book, Grateful American: A Journey from Self to Service, is now available for sale. 

General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.)  
For over fifty years, General Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.) has devoted his life to public service.  Having held senior military and diplomatic positions across four presidential administrations, Powell’s deep commitment to democratic values and freedom has been felt throughout the world.  From 1987-1989 Powell served as President Ronald Reagan’s National Security Advisor.  He served from 1989-1993 as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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for both President George H.W. Bush and for President Bill Clinton, and was not only the youngest officer and first ROTC graduate to ever serve in the position but was also the first African American to do so.  During his time as Chairman, he oversaw 28 crises to include the Panama intervention of 1989 and Operation Desert Storm in the 1991 Persian Gulf War.  Under President George W. Bush, Powell was appointed the 65th Secretary of State, leading the State Department in major efforts to address and solve regional and civic conflicts in the Middle East, Sudan, Congo and Liberia, in the Balkans, Haiti, Northern Ireland, Afghanistan, and elsewhere.  Powell is the Chair of the Board of Visitors of the Colin Powell School for Civic and Global Leadership at his alma mater, the City College of New York (CCNY).  The Powell School was inaugurated May 2013 and stands alongside CCNY’s other premier named schools.  He is the founder and chairman emeritus of the America’s Promise Alliance, dedicated to forging a strong and effective partnership alliance committed to seeing that children experience the fundamental resources they need to succeed.  Currently, Powell is a Strategic Advisor at Kleiner Perkins Caufield & Byers, the renowned Silicon Valley venture capital firm, and serves on the Board of Directors of Bloom Energy, an alternative energy company.  In March of 2014, he joined the Board of Directors of Salesforce.com, the world’s largest provider of Cloud-based customer relationship management software.  His autobiography, My American Journey, was a best seller and has been published in more than a dozen different languages.  Powell’s second book, It Worked for Me, reveals the lessons that shaped his life and career and was an instant best seller when it was published in May 2012. 

Gladys Knight  
The great ones endure, and Gladys Knight has long been one of the greatest.  Very few singers over the last fifty years have matched her unassailable artistry.  This seven-time Grammy winner has enjoyed #1 hits in Pop, Gospel, R&B and Adult Contemporary, and has triumphed in film, television and live performance.  In her first effort since 2013’s Another Journey – Knight’s 8th solo effort – this summer marked the release of Where My Heart Belongs, a new inspiration gospel album.  Knight is a two-time Grammy winner in the gospel category, and Where My Heart Belongs dropped on September 9th from Deseret Book, and recently won an NAACP Image Award for “Outstanding Gospel Album.”  Another Journey enjoyed success from the hit I Who Have Nothing as well as the up-tempo track Settle, produced by Randy Jackson, with whom she previously collaborated with on her Grammy-winning album, At Last.  Knight also enjoyed the success of her song You and I Ain’t Nothin’ No More which appeared over the end credits of the critically-acclaimed Lee Daniels film The Butler.  Last month, Knight returned to the small screen in the Lifetime original movie “Seasons of Love.”  In the story about two lovers as they journey through life, love and family, Knight stars alongside Oscar-nominee Taraji P. Henson and fellow Grammy winner Cliff “Method Man” Smith.  In the New Year she will guest on Lee Daniels and FOX TV’s new series Empire opposite Terrence Howard and Taraji P. Henson.  Also on the small screen, Knight recently shared her musical expertise on the second season of Centric’s original series Apollo Live.  Joining judges Doug E. Fresh and Michael Bivins, the legendary songstress gave guidance to contestants as they took the stage with the hope to jumpstart their career in the entertainment industry.  No stranger to performing and light choreography over the course of her career, Knight raised the stakes when she put on her dancing shoes in the spring of 2012.  She joined the cast of ABC’s hit reality competition Dancing with the Stars for season 14, partnering with Tristan MacManus.  The year of 2011 was a year of much recognition as Knight was both honoring and being honored, first at a Michael Jackson tribute concert, and then at the 2011 Soul Train 
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Awards.  At the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Knight joined such performers as Jennifer Hudson, Beyonce, and Smokey Robinson in a tribute to the legendary King of Pop in a concert event called Michael Forever.  Following that, Knight was honored with a “Legend Award” alongside fellow recipients Earth, Wind & Fire on the BET broadcast of the 3rd annual Soul Train Awards, hosted by Cedric the Entertainer.  Knight, known as the “Empress of Soul,” a longtime Las Vegas resident, returned to the Strip in the late-2000s to the famed Tropicana Hotel for a special engagement that ran in the newly named Gladys Knight Theater, making her the first African-American performer to have a venue named after her in Las Vegas.  This followed a successful four-year show run at The Flamingo, which the Las Vegas Review-Journal praised as “the number-one show on the Strip.”  A tireless humanitarian, Knight is an iconic supporter of the Boys & Girls Club of America, to which she donated a Randy Jackson produced song, The Dream.  As the celebrated singer of the timeless song Midnight Train to Georgia, Knight was a natural fit as national spokesperson and host of Amtrak’s National Train Day, the celebration of which took place Washington, DC’s famed Union Station.  In February 2011, Knight reunited with Elton John, Dionne Warwick, and Stevie Wonder for the first time in 25 years to perform their Grammy-winning song, That’s What Friends Are For at an AIDS research benefit at the downtown Cipriani in New York.  Adored the world over, Knight then toured across the UK, performing at packed arenas that included a sold-out performance at Wembley Stadium.  Knight fans enjoyed Before Me – Knight’s last big commercial effort – which paid homage to the great legends of song – Ella, Duke, Billie, Lena – as well as the many artists who served as Knight’s friends, mentors, colleagues and inspiration throughout her career.  Knight’s second collaboration with the Saints Unified Voices gospel choir, A Christmas Celebration, was an album of holiday classics.  Coming off of a “Best Gospel/Choir Album” Grammy win with their debut album One Voice, Knight again directed the 100-member multi-cultural choir she formed, injecting their unique flavor and definitive soul into such Christmas staples as Silent Night, White Christmas, and a medley of Winter Wonderland/Jingle Bells among others.  Adding to her already impressive collection, Knight won another Grammy for her duet with the late Ray Charles on his posthumous album Genius Loves Company (2005).  The duo won for Best Gospel Performance for their duet Heaven Help Us All.  Knight’s solo album At Last also won a Grammy for Best Traditional R&B Vocal Album in 2002 and featured a duet with Jamie Foxx, I Wanna Be Loved.  During the televised opening ceremonies kicking off the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Knight performed This is Our Time (which she co-wrote with husband William McDowell), which was featured on a commemorative Olympic album.  A tireless performer who still wows audiences around the country and the world, Knight also finds the time to make forays into film and television.  Her version of I Hope You Dance played during the end credits of Tyler Perry’s The Family That Preys Together, and she appeared in his film I Can Do Bad All By Myself (which featured her song The Need to Be).  She also starred in the holiday-themed Holidaze, her first animated project to which she also contributed a track, Unbeatable Harold, and the Harrison Ford film Hollywood Homicide.  On the small screen, Knight did a cameo on the Emmy-winning NBC hit comedy 30 Rock, and also appeared in NBC’s Las Vegas, former CBS hit JAG, and former FOX talent competitions American Juniors and Duets.  She also starred as Jamie Foxx’s mother on The Jamie Foxx Show.  Knight has appeared as a guest judge on FOX’s smash hit American Idol, and has performed in the show’s always star-studded finale. In season two of Idol, Knight famously dubbed eventual winner Ruben Studdard the ‘Velvet Teddy Bear” while she sat in the guest judge’s chair.  Georgia-born, Knight began performing gospel music at age four in the Mount Mariah 
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Baptist Church and sang as a guest soloist with the Morris Brown College Choir.  Three years later, she won the grand prize on television’s Ted Mack’s Amateur Hour, and the following year, her mother Elizabeth Knight created the group consisting of Gladys, her brother Bubba, her sister Brenda and her cousins William and Elenor Guest.  They called themselves The Pips in honor of their cousin/manager, James Pip Woods.  In 1959, Brenda and Elenor left the group, replaced by cousin Edward Patten and friend Langston George.  The group was renamed Gladys Knight & The Pips, and following George’s departure in 1962, the classic line-up was in place.  The group debuted their first album in 1960, when Knight was just sixteen.  With Knight singing lead and The Pips providing lush harmonies and graceful choreography, the group went on to achieve icon status, having recorded some of the most memorable songs of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.  Top 20 hits, like Every Beat of My Heart, Letter Full of Tears, I Heard it Through the Grapevine and If I Were Your Woman, set the stage for an amazing run in the mid-1970s, with Top 10 gold-certified singles like Neither One of Us (Wants to be the First to Say Goodbye), I’ve Got to Use My Imagination, Best Thing to Ever Happen to Me and the #1 smash Midnight Train to Georgia established Gladys Knight and The Pips as the premiere pop/R&B vocal ensemble in the world.  The party kept rolling with hits like On and On from the Academy Award nominated soundtrack of Curtis Mayfield’s Claudine, the 1974 comedy about love in the inner city.  Knight enjoyed another #1 hit in 1985 when she teamed with Stevie Wonder, Elton John and Dionne Warwick on That’s What Friends are For.  She and Stevie Wonder sang together again for the successful Frank Sinatra Duets II album, joining his voice for the song For Once in My Life in 1994.  All told, Knight has recorded more than 38 albums over the years, including four solo albums during the past decade: Good Woman (1991); Just for You (1994); the inspirational Many Different Roads (1999); and At Last (2001).  At Last showed the world that she still has what it takes to record a hit album, employing the talents of contemporary producers like Randy Jackson, Gary Brown and James D.C. Williams III, Jon John, Jamey Jaz, Keith Thomas, Tom Dowd and Tiger Roberts.  Her involvement in other creative undertakings, business ventures and humanitarian activities has been extensive, and has brought her honors from industry and community alike.  In 1986, she produced and starred in the Cable Ace Award-winning Sisters in the Name of Love, an HBO special co-starring Dionne Warwick and Patti LaBelle.  That same year, she showcased her acting ability when she co-starred with Flip Wilson in the CBS comedy Charlie & Co.  Other acting roles followed on such TV shows as Benson, The Jefferson’s and New York Undercover, and in such television films as Pipe Dreams, An Enemy Among Us and Desperado.  She recorded the title theme for the James Bond movie License to Kill (1989).  In 1999, she completed a starring run on Broadway in the smash musical hit Smokey Joe’s Café.  In 1995, Knight earned her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and the next year, Gladys Knight & The Pips were inducted into the Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Fame.  Knight published an autobiography, Between Each Line of Pain and Glory (a line taken from her million selling recording Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me), in 1997, and the next year, she and The Pips were presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Rhythm & Blues Hall of Fame.  In 2004, Knight received the “Lifetime Achievement Award” at the annual BET Awards ceremony.  A humanitarian and philanthropist, Knight has devoted to various worthy causes, including the American Diabetes Association – for which she is a national spokesperson, the American Cancer Society, the Minority AIDS Project, amFAR and Crisis Intervention, and The Boys and Girls Club.  She has been honored by numerous organizations as well, including the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), B’Nai Brith, and is a recent recipient of BET’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  Today, Knight and husband William, along 
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with various other members of the family, oversee her busy career from the Las Vegas headquarters of Shakeji, Inc., her personal entertainment corporation.  She is a wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, performer, restaurateur, and businesswoman with a spiritual outlook on her life. Her faith in God has been the driving force behind all of Knight’s endeavors, guiding her through her many successes. 
 
Vince Gill   
One of the most popular artists in modern country music, Vince Gill is famous for his top-notch songwriting, world-class guitar playing and warm, soaring tenor, all wrapped up in a quick and easy wit.  Gill achieved his big breakthrough in 1990 with When I Call Your Name, which won both the Country Music Association’s Single and Song of the Year awards as well as a Grammy.  Gill has won 18 CMA Awards, including Song of the Year four times – making him the most-awarded artist in that category in CMA history.  Since 1990, Gill has won 22 Grammy Awards.  A wide-ranging songwriter, his compositions earned him entry into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2005.  The Academy of Country Music has conferred on Gill eight awards, including its prestigious Home Depot Humanitarian Award and the 2011 Career Achievement Award. Gill was inducted into the Country Music Hall of Fame in 2007.  He is also a member of the Grand Ole Opry since 1991.  In August 2012, Gill was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  Gill has produced albums for The Time Jumpers, Amy Grant and Ashley Monroe and has made guest appearances on more than 1000 albums, including those by Barbra Streisand, Eric Clapton, Willie Nelson, Dolly Parton, George Jones and others.  In 2017, Gill was invited to perform with the Eagles for a number of festival shows and continues to join them onstage.  For a full list of tour dates, news, images and more, visit www.VinceGill.com. 

Sara Bareilles   
Grammy Award winning Sara Bareilles first achieved mainstream critical praise in 2007 with her widely successful hit Love Song, which reached No. 1 in 22 countries around the world from her debut album Little Voice.  Since then, Sara has taken home a Grammy award for “Best American Roots Performance” for her performance of Saint Honesty and has received seven more Grammy nominations, two Tony nominations and three Emmy nominations.  Her book, Sounds Like Me: My Life (So Far) in Song, was released in the fall of 2015 by Simon & Schuster and is a New York Times best seller.  Making her Broadway debut, Sara composed the music and lyrics for Waitress, and made her Broadway acting debut in 2017 by stepping into the show's lead role.  In 2019, Sara released her fifth full-length album entitled Amidst The Chaos.  For this body of work, she joined forces in the studio with legendary Academy Award-winning producer T Bone Burnett.  The album spotlights her voice as a singer and storyteller like never before, making an enduring statement that reveals her as a true legacy artist.  Always looking to try something new, Sara teamed up with her writing and producing partner, Jessie Nelson, J.J. Abrams and Apple, and executive produced Little Voice: a 10-episode musical drama series featuring her original music.  In September, 2020, Sara released More Love – Songs From Little Voice Season One, which features her personally performed and recorded versions of the ten songs from the series.  Most recently, Sara wrapped filming a brand new Tina Fey scripted musical-comedy series for Peacock called Girls5Eva.
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Alan Jackson   
A member of the Country Music Hall of Fame and an inductee to the Songwriters Hall of Fame, Alan Jackson’s membership among music’s all-time greats is part of a long line of career-defining accolades that include three CMA Entertainer of the Year honors, 30 years of membership in the Grand Ole Opry, a Billboard ranking as one of the Top 10 Country Artists of All-Time, induction to the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame, and the Heritage Award as the most-performed country songwriter-artist of ASCAP’s first 100 years.  The man from rural Newnan, GA has sold nearly 60-million albums worldwide, ranks as one of the 10 best-selling male vocalists of all-time (rock, pop and country). He has released more than 60 singles – registering 50 Top Ten hits and 35 #1s (including 26 Billboard chart-toppers).  He has earned more than 150 major music industry awards – including 19 Academy of Country Music Awards, 16 Country Music Association Awards, a pair of Grammys and ASCAP’s Founders and Golden Note Awards.  Jackson – one of the most successful and respected singer-songwriters in music – releases his latest album, Where Have You Gone, May 14.  The 21-track collection features 15 songs penned solely by the music icon.  He’s also the man behind one of Nashville’s most-popular tourist stops, AJ’s Good Time Bar, a four-story honky-tonk in the heart of downtown featuring daily live music and a rooftop view of Music City.

Denyce Graves 
The luscious, deep voice of American mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves has graced nearly all of the major world opera house stages and concert halls during her three-decades long career.  Her top-label recordings are numerous, and she has been a featured artist on national public television in everything from Great Performances to Sesame Street.  A champion of new works, Ms. Graves has premiered operas and song cycles, won competitions and countless awards.  Signature opera roles include Carmen and Dalila, as well as the more contemporary Margaret Garner.  In addition to her singing career, Denyce Graves is a much sought-after teacher at The Juilliard School, Peabody Conservatory, and University of Toronto.  The Emmy and Grammy award winner has also been the recipient of many honorary Doctoral of Musical Arts degrees and she has served as both a cultural ambassador and arts advocate on behalf of the country she so dearly loves.  A stunning portrait of Ms. Graves can be seen as part of the permanent collection of the Smithsonian Institute’s National Portrait Gallery; her image is represented in the National Museum of African American History and Culture as well.  The opera star was inspired to form The Denyce Graves Foundation in the beginning of 2021 as a means of elevating the lives and work of singers at all stages of their careers, while honoring the history and contributions of those who have gone before.  Born as a bright light during a dark year, the Foundation is cultivating unique programs aimed at encouraging exceptionally talented vocal artists of all backgrounds to fulfill their potential.  Thanks to the inspiring energy and vision of Ms. Graves, the philanthropic arm of this new organization has - in just two short months - seen remarkable success in raising both awareness and funds to save the National Opera House in Pittsburgh, an important but neglected piece of American history.  While Ms. Graves still enjoys an active performing career, she sees her legacy extending far beyond her recordings, through her work with the Foundation, empowering the next generation of outstanding singers and re-introducing the world to the important but forgotten musical heroes of our past.  With its slogan, “The soul of a nation is reflected in its commitment to the arts,” The Denyce Graves Foundation - and its luminous founder - are well on their way to lifting up the soul of America.
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The Four Tops  
The quartet, originally called the Four Aims, made their first single for Chess in 1956, and spent seven years on the road and in nightclubs, singing pop, blues, Broadway, but mostly jazz - four-part harmony jazz.  When Motown’s Berry Gordy Jr. found out they had hustled a national Tonight Show appearance, he signed them without an audition to be the marquee act for the company’s Workshop Jazz label.  That proved short-lived, and Stubbs’ powerhouse baritone lead and the exquisite harmonies of Fakir, Benson, and Payton started making one smash after another with the writing-producing trio Holland-Dozier-Holland.  Their first Motown hit, Baby I Need Your Loving in 1964, made them stars and their sixties track record on the label is indispensable to any retrospective of the decade. Their songs, soulful and bittersweet, were across-the-board successes.  I Can’t Help Myself (Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch), a no. 1 R&B and Pop smash in 1965, is one of Motown’s longest-running chart toppers; it was quickly followed by a longtime favorite, It’s The Same Old Song (no. 2 R&B/no. 5 pop).  Their commercial peak was highlighted by a romantic trilogy: the no. 1 Reach Out I’ll Be There, Standing In The Shadows Of Love (no. 2 R&B/no. 6 pop) and Bernadette (no. 3 R&B/no. 4 pop) - an extraordinary run of instant H-D-H classics. Other Tops hits from the decade included Ask The Lonely, Shake Me, Wake Me (When It’s Over), Something About You, You Keep Running Away, 7-Rooms Of Gloom and their covers of Walk Away Renee and If I Were A Carpenter.  The group was also extraordinarily popular in the U.K.  After H-D-H split from Motown, producer Frank Wilson supervised the R&B Top 10 hits It’s All In The Game and Still Water (Love) at the start of the seventies.  The Tops also teamed with Motown’s top girl group, the Supremes, post-Diana Ross.  Billing themselves The Magnificent Seven for a series of albums, they hit with a cover of River Deep - Mountain High.  When Motown left Detroit in 1972 to move to Los Angeles, the steadfast Tops decided to stay at home, and with another label.  They kept up a string of hits with ABC-Dunhill for the next few years: Ain’t No Woman (Like The One I’ve Got), a Top 5 hit; the Top 10 Keeper Of The Castle; and the R&B Top 10’s Are You Man Enough (from the movie Shaft In Africa), Sweet Understanding Love, One Chain Don’t Make No Prison (later covered by Santana), Midnight Flower and the disco perennial Catfish.  In 1980 the group moved to Casablanca Records.  The following year they were at no. 1 again, with When She Was My Girl, making them one of the few groups to have hits in three consecutive decades.  They also scored R&B Top 40s with the ballads Tonight I’m Gonna Love You All Over and I Believe In You And Me, the original version of the 1996 Whitney Houston smash.  And the Tops were heard in the film Grease 2 with Back To School Again.  By 1983, riding the wave of the company’s 25th anniversary celebration, the Tops were back with Motown and H-D-H.  The reunion resulted in the R&B Top 40 hits I Just Can’t Walk Away and Sexy Ways.  They signed with Arista later in the decade, and there they racked up their final solo Top 40 hit, Indestructible, which was the theme of the 1988 Summer Olympics.  That year they also partnered with Aretha Franklin, a longtime friend from Detroit, for the Top 40 R&B If Ever A Love There Was.  During this period, Stubbs stepped out and gained notoriety for voicing the man-eating plant Audrey II in the film musical Little Shop Of Horrors, for which he sang the cult classic Mean Green Mother From Outer Space.  In 1990, with 24 Top 40 pop hits to their credit, the Four Tops were inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall Of Fame.  Though they would no longer have hits on record, the group continued to be a hit in concert, touring incessantly, a towering testament to the enduring legacy of the Motown Sound they helped shape and define.  Duke Fakir, original founding member, continues to lead the group, joined by Lawrence Payton Jr, son of original member Lawrence Payton, Ronnie McNeir, and Alex Morris.  For Rolling Stone’s 2004 article The Immortals – The Greatest Artists Of All Time, 
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Smokey Robinson remembered: “They were the best in my neighborhood in Detroit when I was growing up (and) the Four Tops will always be one of the biggest and the best groups ever.  Their music is forever."

Steve Buscemi   
Steve Buscemi has built a career out of portraying some of the most unique and unforgettable characters in recent cinema.  Buscemi has won an Independent Spirit Award, The New York Film Critics Award and was nominated for a Golden Globe for his role in MGM’s Ghost World directed by Terry Zwigoff, co-starring Thora Birch and Scarlett Johansson.  He was also nominated for a Best Supporting Actor Emmy for his role as Tony Blundetto in season five of The Sopranos, and received Guest Actor Emmy nominations for his appearances on NBC’s 30 Rock and IFC’s Portlandia.  He was nominated for a Lola, from the German Film Academy Awards, for his work in John Rabe, which was directed by Academy Award winning director Florian Gallenberger.  He starred in the HBO drama, Boardwalk Empire, which garnered him a Golden Globe Award, two Screen Actors Guild Awards, and two Emmy nominations.  Born in Brooklyn, New York, Buscemi began to show an interest in drama while in his last year of high school.  Soon after, he moved to Manhattan to study acting with John Strasberg.  There he and a fellow actor/writer Mark Boone Junior began writing and performing their own theatre pieces in performance spaces and downtown theatres.  This soon led to Steve being cast in his first lead role in Bill Sherwood's Parting Glances as a musician with AIDS.  Since this impressive breakout performance, Buscemi has become the actor of choice for some of the most respected directors in the business.  His resume includes Martin Scorsese's New York Stories, Jim Jarmusch's Coffee And Cigarettes, and Mystery Train, for which he received an IFP Spirit Award Nomination, Alexandre Rockwell's  Somebody To Love, and the 1992 Sundance Film Festival Jury Award-winner In The Soup, Quentin Tarantino's Reservoir Dogs, for which he received an IFP Spirit Award for his stand out performance as Mr. Pink, the Coen Brothers' Miller’s Crossing, Barton Fink, the Academy Award-winning Fargo and The Big Lebowski, Twenty Bucks, Tom DiCillo's Double Whammy, and his Sundance Film Festival Award-winning Living In Oblivion with Dermot Mulroney and Catherine Keener, Desperado, Things To Do In Denver When You're Dead, Robert Altman's Kansas City, John Carpenter's Escape From L.A. with Kurt Russell, Jerry Bruckheimer Productions’ Con Air and Armageddon, Stanley Tucci's The Imposters, the HBO telefilm The Laramie Project, Love In The Time Of Money, Tim Burton’s Big Fish, Michael Bay’s The Island, Terry Zwigoff’s Art School Confidential, I Now Pronounce You Chuck And Larry with Adam Sandler, I Think I Love My Wife  with Chris Rock and numerous cameo appearances in films such as Rising Sun, The Hudsucker Proxy, Big Daddy, Pulp Fiction, and The Wedding Singer.  Buscemi’s recent screen credits include Miguel Arteta’s Youth In Revolt, Oren Moverman’s directorial debut, The Messenger, Rampart, The Incredible Burt Wonderstone opposite Steve Carell and Jim Carrey, Grown Ups 2 opposite Adam Sandler, Time Out Of Mind, and Norman from director Joseph Cedar.  Buscemi has provided the voices for characters in many animated features including Pixar’s Monsters, Inc. and Monsters University as the voice of Randall Boggs; Columbia Pictures’ Final Fantasy, and Charlotte’s Web as the voice of “Templeton” the rat.  He was the voice of Nebbercracker in Sony Pictures’ Oscar nominated animated film Monster House, executive produced by Steven Spielberg and Robert Zemeckis, and the voice of Scamper in MGM’s Igor opposite John Cusack.  His other voice credits include G-Force, produced by Jerry Bruckheimer for Disney, and Columbia Pictures’ Hotel Transylvania, Hotel Transylvania 2, and Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation as the voice of “Wayne.”  He was heard opposite 
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Alec Baldwin in the Dreamworks Animation film The Boss Baby, which was nominated for an Academy Award in 2018.  In addition to his talents as an accomplished actor, Buscemi has proven to be a respected writer and director.  His first project was a short film entitled What Happened To Pete, which was featured at several film festivals including Rotterdam and LoCarno, and which aired on the Bravo Network.  He marked his full-length feature film directorial debut with Trees Lounge, which he also wrote and starred in.  The film, which co-starred Chloë Sevigny, Sam Jackson, and Anthony LaPaglia, made its debut in the Directors' Fortnight at the 1996 Cannes Film Festival, and was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award.  Buscemi’s second feature film as a director, Animal Factory, told the story about a young man sent to prison for an unjustly harsh sentence, who eventually becomes a product of his environment.  The film, based on a book by Edward Bunker, starred Willem Dafoe and Edward Furlong, and premiered at the 2000 Sundance Film Festival.  IFC released his third directorial feature, Lonesome Jim, a comedy-drama about a dysfunctional family, starring Casey Affleck and Liv Tyler.  It was named one of the year’s top ten independent films by the National Board of Review, and was nominated for the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival.  In 2007, Sony Pictures Classics released Interview which Buscemi also co-wrote, directed, and starred in with Sienna Miller.  This Theo Van Gogh remake premiered the Sundance Film Festival that same year.  In A Good Job: Stories Of The FDNY, a film by Oscar nominated director Liz Garbus and Buscemi (a former New York City firefighter) for HBO, Buscemi explores what it’s like to work in one of the most demanding fire departments in the world, where going to work means risking it all.  From old New York to the post-9/11 landscape, the film reveals the immense mental and physical toll that fire-fighting takes on individuals, and on the community borne out of sharing an incredible responsibility.  Buscemi’s directing work also includes numerous television credits, including HBO’s Homicide: Life On The Street, for which he was nominated for a DGA Award, and HBO’s The Sopranos, for which he was nominated for an Emmy and DGA Award for directing the Pine Barrens episode during the third season.  He has directed episodes of the Emmy Award winning show 30 Rock, Showtime’s critically acclaimed drama Nurse Jackie starring Edie Falco, IFC’s Portlandia as well as the Netflix series The Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt and Love.  Buscemi started a New York based independent film and television production company in 2008, called Olive Productions, with Actor/Director Stanley Tucci and Producer Wren Arthur.  The company produces an eclectic array of TV projects as well as narrative and documentary films. Using its combined and extensive experience, the company’s mandate is to tell stories with great characters, humor, and compassion.  Olive recently signed a multi-year overall television first-look deal with global indie Entertainment One.  Park Bench With Steve Buscemi, is a critically acclaimed and award-winning web-series for AOL, produced by Olive Productions and Radical Media.  The show features Buscemi and his titular bench in a variety of locations throughout his hometown, talking to everyday New Yorkers as well as celebrity friends.  The show earned an Emmy for Outstanding Short Form Variety Series in 2016.  In the fall of 2015, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio appointed Buscemi as a member of the Cultural Affairs Advisory Commission.  The Commission, comprised of appointees from a diverse array of cultural and artistic organizations and practices, advises Mayor de Blasio and Commissioner of Cultural Affairs Tom Finkelpearl on issues impacting NYC's cultural community.  Buscemi co-starred in the critically acclaimed web series Horace And Pete as well as in Joseph Cedar's film Norman.  He co-starred in Armando Iannucci’s political satire The Death Of Stalin, and in Lean On Pete from director Andrew Haigh.  His performance in the film earned him a British Independent Film Award nomination in the Best Supporting 
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Actor category.  He also co-starred opposite Andrea Riseborough in the feature film Nancy written and directed by Christina Choe, and appeared in Channel 4 (UK) and Amazon Prime’s anthology series Phillip K. Dick’s Electric Dreams.  To honor Buscemi’s contributions to cinema, the National Association of Theatre Owners presented him with the 2019 CinemaCon Icon Award.  Buscemi’s recent work includes The Dead Don’t Die from director Jim Jarmusch; and The King Of Staten Island, a semi-autobiographical comedy-drama with Pete Davidson, directed by Judd Apatow.  He co-stars opposite Daniel Radcliffe in the TBS’ anthology comedy series Miracle Workers, executive produced by Lorne Michaels.

Joe Morton  
Joe Morton is an Emmy Award-winning film, television and stage veteran, best known as "Rowan/Eli Pope" in Shonda Rhimes' groundbreaking series Scandal.  He most recently starred as 'Reverend Arthur Finer' on the series God Friended Me and recurs on The Politician.  Morton is also known for his iconic roles in films The Brother From Another Planet, Terminator 2: Judgement Day, Justice League, and Speed, among many others. Morton made his Broadway debut in the Tony® Award-winning musical Hair, followed by his starring role in Raisin, for which he garnered a Tony nomination and Theatre World Award.  In 2016, Morton returned to his theater roots portraying the iconic comedian Dick Gregory in the one-man show Turn Me Loose off-Broadway and was honored with the NAACP Theatre Lifetime Achievement Award.  He reprised his role in Turn Me Loose at The Wallis-Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts in fall 2017.

Brian d’Arcy James  
Brian d’Arcy James is a Broadway, film and television actor and concert/recording artist.
With over a dozen Broadway credits to his name, Brian is a three-time Tony nominee for starring as Nick Bottom in Something Rotten, his turn as the titular character in Shrek the Musical and starring opposite John Lithgow in the iconic role of Sidney Falco in Sweet Smell of Success.  He’s the winner of an Obie Award, Drama Desk Award, Outer Critics Circle Award and Lucille Lortel Award for his extensive and varied roles in Broadway and off Broadway shows.  Highlights include originating the role of King George III in Hamilton by Lin Manuel Miranda at the Public Theater (followed by a return Broadway stint), originating the role of Dan Goodman in the Pulitzer Prize winning Next to Normal, starring opposite Laura Linney in the acclaimed Donald Margulies play Time Stands Still and most recently starring as Quinn Carney in the Tony Award Winning play The Ferryman by Jez Butterworth.  Brian will be seen in the upcoming Steven Spielberg feature film West Side Story as Sergeant Krupke.  Brian received a Gotham Award, SAG Award and Critics Choice Award for his work portraying journalist Matt Carrol in the Academy Award- winning Spotlight.  Other film credits include Bombshell, The Kitchen, First Man, Molly’s Game and X-Men Dark Phoenix among others.  On TV Brian will be seen in the upcoming Marvel series Hawkeye on Disney Plus.  Other recent television credits include Showtime’s The Green Room starring Jeff Daniels, FX’s Devs, the acclaimed Netflix series 13 Reasons Why and Smash among many others.  As a concert artist Brian has performed worldwide, large venues and small, some highlights being The White House, Madison Square Garden, and Carnegie Hall, among a host of others.  His show Under the Influence opened at New York City’s 54 Below and Brian has performed it in many venues, including internationally at the Adelaide Cabaret Festival in Australia.  His solo debut album From Christmas Eve To Christmas Morn is a holiday favorite and features his original song Michigan Christmas.  He resides in New York City with his wife and daughter.
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Kathy Baker 
Kathy Baker’s celebrated acting career has featured memorable work in film, television and on the stage.  She won three Emmy Awards, a Golden Globe Award, and the Screen Actors Guild Award, among numerous other accolades, for her work on the landmark CBS television series Picket Fences.  In 1983, Kathy made her feature film debut in The Right Stuff, and has gone on to star in such notable films as Street Smart (National Society of Film Critics’ Best Supporting Actress Award), Clean and Sober, Edward Scissorhands, The Cider House Rules (Screen Actors Guild Award nomination for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Theatrical Motion Picture), Cold Mountain, 13 Going on 30, The Jane Austen Book Club, Saving Mr. Banks, Boulevard and The Ballad of Lefty Brown, among many others.  She recently starred opposite Amanda Seyfried, Milo Ventimiglia, and Gary Cole in the feature film The Art of Racing in the Rain, directed by Simon Curtis and based on the bestselling novel.  On television, Kathy received additional Emmy nominations for her guest performances on Touched by an Angel and Boston Public as well as a nomination for Best Supporting Actress in a miniseries or movie for Door to Door.  She most recently starred on Netflix’s The Ranch, opposite Sam Elliott and Ashton Kutcher, and truTV’s I’m Sorry, portraying the mother of the show’s creator and star, Andrea Savage.  Other notable episodic television credits include series regular roles on Comedy Central’s Big Time in Hollywood, FL and the Lifetime series Against the Wall, as well as recurring roles on Colony, Medium, Grey’s Anatomy, Nip/Tuck, and Bull, and guest star roles on Criminal Minds, Law & Order, Saving Grace and Chicago Med, among countless others.  Kathy has also starred in many television movies throughout her career, including Return to Zero, opposite Minnie Driver and Alfred Molina, Spike Lee’s Showtime feature Sucker Free City, and the HBO movies The Image (with Albert Finney and John Mahoney), Too Big to Fail (opposite William Hurt and directed by Curtis Hanson) and Paterno (as ‘Sue Paterno’, opposite Al Pacino as ‘Joe Paterno’).  She also starred opposite Tom Selleck in the Jesse Stone television film series for CBS, appearing in five movies.  A veteran of the stage, Baker originated the role of ‘May’ in Sam Shepard’s Fool for Love at the Magic Theater in San Francisco.  At the playwright’s request, she took the part to New York (along with co-star Ed Harris) and won the Obie Award and the Theater World Award. Other New York theater credits include Desire Under the Elms, and Aunt Dan and Lemon, and notable regional theater credits in San Francisco and Los Angeles include Sam Shepard’s Curse of the Starving Class and Seduced, Uncle Vanya, The Seagull, Wings, the Tracy Letts play A Man from Nebraska, Memory House, and The Gift.

Mary McCormack 
Mary McCormack is one of today’s boldest and most versatile actresses, continually challenging herself with roles that often defy Hollywood standards and bring to light the complex lives of ordinary women.  The LA Times says, “McCormack has a kind of 20th century sass, a lively impertinence you find in classic Hollywood comedians like Barbara Stanwyck, Irene Dunne and Rosalind Russell.”  She has shown her immense talent working in film, television and on stage, and has tackled roles ranging from slapstick comedy to intense drama.  Tony-nominated for her role in Broadway’s Boeing-Boeing opposite Mark Rylance, she is also widely known for her four seasons as a regular cast member of The West Wing (two SAG Award nominations), as the lead of USA’s critically acclaimed In Plain Sight, and for her role opposite Howard Stern in Private Parts.
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Mary’s recent television work includes starring roles in the ABC’s series, The Kids Are Alright, the AMC series Loaded, the NBC comedy series Welcome to the Family as well as arcs on such shows as HBO’s The Newsroom, Scandal (ABC), Gus van Sant’s award-winning miniseries When We Rise (ABC), House Of Lies (Showtime) and the Will & Grace reboot (NBC).  In non-scripted, Mary produces the FOX show 25 Words or Less alongside Lisa Kudrow and Dan Bucatinsky which was just renewed for a second season.  Mary returned to the Broadway stage in 2008 to star in Boeing-Boeing alongside Christine Baranski, Mark Rylance and Bradley Whitford.  Marc Camoletti’s classic sixties comedy won the Tony for Best Revival and earned Mary a 2008 Tony nomination for “Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play.”  Additional stage credits include a highly successful run opposite Alan Cumming as Sally Bowles in the Sam Mendes and Rob Marshall-directed Broadway production of Cabaret for the Roundabout Theatre Company, as well as the acclaimed London stage production of Neil LaBute’s play Bash; the David Warren-directed productions of My Marriage To Earnest Borgnine; and Jon Robin Baitz’s A Fair Country.  Mary’s breakout performance, opposite Howard Stern in Private Parts, won her universal critical acclaim.  Some of McCormack’s additional television and feature credits include:  Aaron Sorkin’s NBC smash hit The West Wing; a recurring role on Er; Right At Your Door; the Stephen King thriller, 1408; Christopher Guests’ For Your Consideration; the Steven Soderbergh and George Clooney HBO political series, K-Street; as Justine Appleton in Steve Bochco’s Murder One, as well as the USA Network miniseries Traffic, directed by Stephen Hopkins (24).  In addition, McCormack has appeared in varied roles in such films as Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star opposite David Spade, K-PAX opposite Jeff Bridges and Kevin Spacey; FULL FRONTAL, Directed By Steven Soderbergh And Opposite David Duchovny And Catherine Keener, HIGH HEELS & LOW LIFES, with Minnie Driver; Mystery, Alaska, written by David E. Kelley and starring Russell Crowe; Other Voices, with Stockard Channing and Campbell Scott, The Broken Hearts Club, opposite John Mahoney and Timothy Olyphant; The Big Tease opposite Craig Ferguson; Gun Shy with Sandra Bullock and Liam Neeson; the Clint Eastwood film, True Crime; Mimi Leder’s Deep Impact; The Alarmist, opposite Stanley Tucci; Father’s Day; the Hulu Blumhouse anthology series, Treehouse and MIRACLE ON 34th STREET.  She also appeared in Michael G. Cooney's The Men and the feature film Drone with Sean Bean as well as Amazon’s An American Girl Story: Maryellen 1955 – Extraordinary Christmas.  Next up for Mary is Heels for Starz.  Born in Plainfield, New Jersey, McCormack is a graduate of Trinity College and resides with her family in Los Angeles.

Bailee Madison 
Bailee Madison is an intriguing young Generation Z multi-hyphenate.  Acting since the age of 7 she has already amassed an impressive list of credits and achievements.  She made her feature debut in Lonely Hearts opposite Salma Hayek, John Travolta and James Gandolfini and hasn’t stopped since.  Some of her other big screen credits include Bridge to Terabithia, Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark opposite Katie Holmes, Parental Guidance alongside Billy Crystal and Bette Midler, Just Go With It opposite Adam Sandler and Jennifer Aniston and Brothers alongside Tobey Maguire and Jake Gyllenhaal.  Her role in Brothers earned her a Critics Choice Award nomination for “Best Young Actress.”  Bailee has also produced two independent feature length films, Annabelle Hooper and the Ghosts of Nantucket and A Cowgirl’s Story and most recently she was seen in The Strangers: Prey at Night.  Next up, Bailee can be seen in Roman White’s musical film A Week Away, on which she is also a co-producer, premiering March 26th on Netflix.  Her television credits include five seasons 
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starring on the Hallmark Channel hit, Good Witch opposite Catherine Bell and James Denton and recurring roles on The Fosters, Once Upon A Time and as Marcia Gay Harden's daughter on the ABC series Trophy Wife.  Outside of acting Bailee hosted a podcast Just Between Us with her sister Kaitlin Vilasuso and had impressive guests such as Shay Mitchell, AJ Michalka, Meghan Trainor and Peyton List, among others.  Bailee is also incredibly passionate about philanthropy and she has worked closely for years with several organizations including WE, a global movement encouraging our youth to give back locally in their communities and globally, Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation which fights childhood cancer, Children’s Hospital around the US and also with First Lady Michelle Obama’s, Better Make Room and College Signing Day movements.  Bailee is based in Los Angeles.

Mickey Guyton  
Mickey Guyton was born in Arlington, Texas and began singing in church at a young age.  She was drawn to a variety of artists with big voices including Dolly Parton, Cece Winans, Whitney Houston and LeAnn Rimes.  After signing to Capitol Records Nashville, Mickey’s first appearance was an all-star concert at the White House captured by PBS.  In 2015 she released her self-titled EP featuring her debut single Better Than You Left Me.  The following year she was nominated for her first Academy of Country Music Award for New Female Vocalist. Mickey returned to the ACM Awards in 2019 performing I’m Standing With You from the Breakthrough movie soundtrack alongside Chrissy Metz, Carrie Underwood, Lauren Alaina and Maddie & Tae.  This last year, Mickey performed her first solo ACM Awards performance of What Are You Gonna Tell Her? with labelmate Keith Urban’s accompaniment on piano.  The performance, which HITS called “…a Whitney Houston/Beyoncé power-vocal rendition of the glass-ceiling reckoning…” was named one of the best performances of the night.  Mickey released her EP, Bridges, last September, which includes What Are You Gonna Tell Her?, hailed by Variety as “country music’s song of the year,” as well as, Black Like Me, a song Mickey co-wrote in March 2019 at a cross-genre writing camp.  Due to demand, Black Like Me was released in June 2020 and was named one of the Top 10 songs of 2020 by NPR, Billboard and The Associated Press.  Mickey recently made history as the first Black female solo artist to earn a Grammy nomination in a country category (Best Country Solo Performance) for Black Like Me which she performed as part of the awards ceremony.  In addition, Mickey just served as a co-host along with Keith Urban for the 56th Academy of Country Music Awards.  Mickey and her music have been featured recently by The New York Times, CBS This Morning, NPR, Today, Billboard, The Los Angeles Times, Entertainment Weekly, ELLE, The Washington Post, Paste, Rolling Stone, The Wall Street Journal, American Songwriter and Pollstar.

Jack Everly 
Jack Everly is the Principal Pops Conductor of the Indianapolis and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras, Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa).  He has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and The Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom Music Center.  Maestro Everly will conduct over 90 performances in more than 20 North American cities this season.  Celebrating his 10th anniversary this year as Music Director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth on PBS, Maestro Everly proudly leads the 
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National Symphony Orchestra in these patriotic celebrations on the National Mall.  Mr. Everly is also the Music Director of the IPL Yuletide Celebration, now a 30 plus year tradition.  He led the ISO in its first Pops recording, Yuletide Celebration, Volume One, that included three of his own orchestrations.  Some of his other recordings include In The Presence featuring the Czech Philharmonic and Daniel Rodriguez, Sandi Patty’s Broadway Stories, the soundtrack to Disney's The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Everything's Coming Up Roses: The Complete Overtures Of Jule Styne.  Originally appointed by Mikhail Baryshnikov, Mr. Everly was conductor of the American Ballet Theatre for 14 years, where he served as Music Director.  In addition to his ABT tenure, he teamed with Marvin Hamlisch on Broadway shows that Mr. Hamlisch scored.  He conducted Carol Channing hundreds of times in Hello, Dolly! in two separate Broadway productions.  Maestro Everly, a graduate of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, holds an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from Franklin College in his home state of Indiana.  He is a proud resident of the Indianapolis community and when not on the podium you can find Maestro Everly at home with his family.

The National Symphony Orchestra 
The 2020–2021 season marks the National Symphony Orchestra’s 90th, and Gianandrea Noseda’s fourth as its music director.  The Italian conductor serves as the Orchestra’s seventh music director, joining the NSO’s legacy of distinguished leaders.  Its artistic leadership also includes Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke and Artistic Advisor Ben Folds.  Founded in 1931, the Orchestra has always been committed to artistic excellence and music education. In 1986, the National Symphony became an artistic affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, where it performs year-round.  The NSO’s community engagement projects are nationally recognized, including NSO In Your Neighborhood, an annual week of approximately 50 performances in schools, churches, community centers, and other unexpected venues; Notes of Honor, which offers free performances for active, veteran, prior service, and retired members of the military and their families; and Sound Health, a collaboration with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its affiliated organizations. Career development opportunities for young musicians include the NSO Youth Fellowship Program and its tuition-free Summer Music Institute.  For more information, visit nationalsymphony.org. 
 
Michael Colbert   
Michael Colbert is the Executive Producer of two of television’s longest-running and multi-award-winning live programs that commemorate America’s freedom and independence at the U.S. Capitol.  A Capitol Fourth, America’s national Independence Day party, celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2020.  The National Memorial Day Concert, which marks its 32nd annual broadcast this year, has become the nation’s premier tribute to our men and women in uniform, their families at home, and all those who have given their lives for our country.  Capital Concerts was founded by Michael’s father, Jerry Colbert, who passed away in January, 2017.   Michael Colbert, who managed the organization in partnership with his father for over 20 years, continues to direct Capital Concerts year-round.  He is the primary liaison with the over twenty government and non-governmental Washington agencies and organizations that contribute to the shows, and oversees the hundreds of television professionals who participate annually.  In addition to his annual work on these patriotic events, Colbert’s credits include major national television specials on CBS, Fox, PBS and Comedy Central in 
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locations ranging from Washington, DC, New York and Los Angeles to Nashville.  He has also produced a wide range of major corporate events.

[bookmark: _Hlk68007358][bookmark: _Hlk31808767]Paul Miller  
Three-time Emmy Award winning producer-director, Paul Miller returns for his 21st year as director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth television specials on PBS.  Miller’s additional credits include The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special on CBS, The Country Music Awards, The Tony Awards, Saturday Night Live, Star Spangled Spectacular: A Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of our National Anthem, In Living Color and many specials and series for all the major broadcast and cable television networks.  He won a 2016, Emmy Award as Executive Producer of It’s Your 50th Christmas, Charlie Brown and won for directing the Tony Awards and the ABC News coverage of the Inauguration of President Barrack Obama.  He has also been nominated twice for the Directors Guild of America Award in the Musical/Variety category and won for directing the Tony Awards.  He is a partner in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainment company that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime. 

[bookmark: _Hlk31808573][bookmark: _Hlk68007711]Barr Weissman  
Barr Weissman has produced and edited the documentary segments for the National Memorial Day Concert since 1998.  Mr. Weissman edited and helped produce several independent documentaries; including the Academy Award winning film, The Stonecarvers and Mr. Justice Brennan.  He has directed and edited biographical films for the Kennedy Center Honors for CBS (including films on The Who, Mel Brooks, Bruce Springsteen and Tom Hanks).  In addition, he has produced and edited documentaries for the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, NBC, PBS, and others.  His work has been recognized by the Emmy’s, received awards at film festivals worldwide, and screened at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  Weissman’s most recent feature film, The Secret To A Happy Ending has screened at film festivals and theaters world-wide and received 4 stars from Rolling Stone.  In 2016, Mr. Weissman produced and edited 10 films for the Musical Crossroads gallery at the new Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.  A native Washingtonian, Mr. Weissman produced and independently distributed two critically acclaimed documentaries about the city - Home: The Langston Terrace Dwellings and A View From The Street: The Art Of Lily Spandorf.  In 2020 he premiered Go Grassfed for Future Harvest about the virtues of sustainable agricultural practices, and A Meaningful Life celebrating 25 years of the Interfaith Family Project.

[bookmark: _Hlk68007803][bookmark: _Hlk31809523]Kirk Ellis 
Kirk Ellis won two Emmys, a WGA Award, a Peabody and the Humanitas Prize for his work as writer and co-executive producer on the HBO miniseries John Adams.  The miniseries won a record breaking 13 Emmys in total, as well as four Golden Globe awards.  Previously, Ellis received an Emmy nomination and won the WGA Award and Humanitas Prize for the ABC miniseries Anne Frank, which he wrote and co-produced.  Miniseries on which he has served as writer and producer have garnered more than 50 Emmy nominations.  With Richard Plepler and Tony Krantz, he is developing the Apple TV limited series A Great Improvisation, based on the book by Stacy Schiff, which chronicles Benjamin Franklin’s efforts to negotiate a treaty with France at the height of the American Revolution.  Additional projects include 
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[bookmark: _Hlk68018142]Aspasia, a dramatic series set in the world of Periclean Greece, with director Julio Medem and actress Ursula Corbero, star of the record-breaking Netflix series La Casa de Papel, and the bilingual limited series El Democrata, the story of Mexican Revolutionary hero Francisco Madero.  Ellis is also co-author of The Order: 1886, a history-based videogame for Sony, which debuted to record sales in February 2015.  Most recently, he wrote the 30th and 31st  annual National Memorial Day Concert’s on PBS.  A graduate of the University of Southern California’s School of Cinema and Television, Ellis began his professional career as a film critic for The Hollywood Reporter, and at age 24 served as the magazine's international editor.  In 1992 he formed Shadow Catcher Productions, an independent production banner under which Ellis develops his own indie features and documentaries.  Ellis made his feature film debut writing and co-producing The Grass Harp, based on the coming-of-age novel by Truman Capote.  A former co-governor of the writers' branch of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, Ellis served for four years as chairman of the Santa Fe, New Mexico Arts Commission and serves as trustee for the Museum of New Mexico Foundation.  The former president of Western Writers of America, he received both the WWA Spur Award and the Wrangler Award from the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum for his episode of the TNT/Dreamworks miniseries, Into the West.  Ellis lives in Santa Fe and Palm Springs with his wife, Sheila, and their one-eyed cat Wiley.
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