[image: image1.png]A FILM BY KEN BURNS
THE NATIONAL PARKS

America’s Best Idea

A FILM BY KEN BURNS

THE NATIONAL PARKS

America’s Best Idea




         [image: image2.jpg]Be more @ PBS.





THE NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA’S BEST IDEA

Commentators Featured in the Film

THE NATIONAL PARKS: AMERICA’S BEST IDEA is a story of people from every conceivable background who were willing to devote themselves to saving some precious portion of the land they loved, and in doing so reminded their fellow citizens of the full meaning of democracy. The 12-hour, six-part documentary series, directed by Ken Burns and co-produced with his longtime colleague and the film’s writer, Dayton Duncan, airs in fall 2009 on PBS.

The following is an alphabetical listing of the individuals interviewed in the film.
Gerard Baker
Baker, a Mandan-Hidatsa, was born and raised on the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota. He has served in the National Park Service for more than 30 years, doing everything from cleaning restrooms in campgrounds to making arrests in the backcountry, managing a buffalo herd at Theodore Roosevelt National Park, lecturing on the intricacies of Indian-white relationships at Fort Union Trading Post and demonstrating how to tan animal hides at Knife River Indian Villages, where the Hidatsas were living when Lewis and Clark arrived in 1804 on their way west.

For four-and-a-half years, Baker served as superintendent of Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument in Montana, site of the dramatic battle between George Armstrong Custer’s Seventh Cavalry and the Lakotas and Cheyennes led by Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull. He oversaw the park service’s three-year commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition’s bicentennial, working to include the 68 tribes the explorers encountered in their epic journey. Now, as the first American-Indian superintendent at Mount Rushmore National Memorial in South Dakota, Baker is trying to ensure that a deeper, more complex and complete story is told at one of the nation’s most hallowed shrines. 

Nevada Barr

Barr is a New York Times best-selling author and award-winning novelist who resides in New Orleans, Louisiana. Barr is the creator of the Anna Pigeon murder mysteries, which feature a female park ranger in a different park in each book. The series currently consists of 14 novels, including 2008’s Winter Study. Barr grew up in Johnston, California, and is active in the environmental movement, having worked as a ranger in a number of national parks across the country, including Isle Royale, Guadalupe Mountains, Mesa Verde and the Natchez Trace.  

Richard Bradley

Bradley is the son of Harold Bradley, who became an advocate for halting construction of two dams in the Echo Park section of Dinosaur National Monument in the 1950s. As a boy, Harold had known John Muir, who often visited the family in San Francisco. Harold eventually became president of the Sierra Club. Like his father and brothers, Richard was active in the grassroots efforts to stop the Echo Park dams; as a Cornell physics professor, he showed David Brower’s advocacy film to groups in the northeast.

Bill Brown

Brown spent his career in the National Park Service, beginning as a technical editor and going on to play an important role in planning for Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve during the historic addition of Alaskan national park lands in 1980. He also worked on the National Petroleum Reserve. He is the author of Islands of Hope: Parks and Recreation in Environmental Crisis and Denali: Symbol of the Alaskan Wild. He lives in Gustavus, Alaska.

Kenneth Brower

Brower, the son of a prominent environmentalist, is an author who has written broadly on environmental issues, as well as writing The Starship and the Canoe, a dual biography of physicist Freeman Dyson and his son George Dyson. He lives in Oakland, California.

Kayci Cook Collins

Kayci Cook Collins, the superintendent of El Malpais and El Morro National Monuments in New Mexico, is the only fourth generation National Park Service employee in history. Her father, John Cook (see bio below), and her grandfather and great-grandfather all had careers with the NPS. Collins graduated from Northern Arizona University in 1983 with a bachelor of science in recreation resource management, with an emphasis on geology. She is also the recipient of numerous awards, including the Alaska regional director’s first annual Summit Award, a regional Appleman-Judd Award for Cultural Resources Stewardship, a regional Tilden Freeman Award for Interpretation and a Crystal Owl Award for Employee Development.

John Cook

Cook served in the National Park Service for 43 years, beginning the day after he graduated from high school and continuing a family tradition within the NPS inherited from his grandfather and father. With Oklahoma Cherokee as his maternal heritage, he has been active in American Indian issues throughout his life. In 1966, he was appointed superintendent at Canyon de Chelly National Monument and worked for many years as superintendent of parks within the Navajo Nation; in 1972, he was recognized by the Navajo tribe with the Outstanding Service to the Navajo People Award. At age 37, he was associate director of the NPS and was the guiding force behind numerous NPS programs, including the bicentennial celebration of 1976.  

Handling the politics of the 47 million-acre expansion of the national park system in Alaska beginning in 1978 and ushering in the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act is considered one of his greatest achievements. Afterwards, he was superintendent of Great Smoky Mountains National Park and returned to the Southwest to serve in the NPS. In 1994, Cook received the Pugsley Award “in recognition of his over 30 years in significant leadership roles in the National Park Service.” His daughter, Kayci Cook Collins, followed in his footsteps and is a park superintendent.

William Cronon
Cronon, the Frederick Jackson Turner Professor of history, geography and environmental studies at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, is the author of numerous books, including Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists and the Ecology of New England, which was awarded the Francis Parkman Prize of the Society of American Historians, and Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West, which was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in history. He served as president of the American Society for Environmental History and is the general editor of the Weyerhaeuser Environmental Books Series for the University of Washington Press. Cronon earned his bachelor of arts from the University of Wisconsin, Madison; his master of arts, master of philosophy and PhD from Yale; and a doctor of philosophy from Oxford University.
Gretel Ehrlich

Ehrlich, a critically acclaimed and award-winning author, divides her time between her hometown of Santa Barbara, California, and Wyoming. Her 1994 national best-selling memoir, A Match to the Heart, details her experience of having been struck by lightning on her ranch three years prior. She wrote her first book, Solace of Open Spaces, after a 10-year career in film; she is the author of John Muir: Nature’s Visionary, published in 2000 by the National Geographic Society. Ehrlich also has written for Harper’s, The Atlantic, The New York Times Magazine, The Washington Post and many other magazines.
John Hope Franklin

John Hope Franklin is the James B. Duke Professor Emeritus of History at Duke University. Originally from Oklahoma, he graduated from Fisk University before earning his master of arts and PhD from Harvard University. His publications include The Emancipation Proclamation, The Militant South, The Free Negro in North Carolina, Reconstruction After the Civil War, A Southern Odyssey: Travelers in the Antebellum North and perhaps his best-known book, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans, now in its seventh edition. His most recent book is his autobiography, Mirror to America. He serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Negro History and has been a presidential appointee on the Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy, the President’s Advisory Commission on Ambassadorial Appointments, chairman of the Advisory Board to the President’s Initiative on Race (1997-99) and chairman of the National Parks System Advisory Board (1999-2000). In 2002, he received the Gold Medal in History, the highest award given by the American Academy of Arts and Letters. He has received honorary degrees from more than 100 colleges and universities.
Juanita Greene
Greene was a journalist for the Miami Herald and, in the 1960s, spearheaded the movement to stop commercial development of Biscayne Bay. Along with Lloyd Miller, and with the help of Lancelot Jones, she worked to save it as a national park. A longtime friend of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Greene became a leader of Friends of the Everglades, an organization founded by Douglas. She lives in Miami, Florida.

Cliff Hansen

Hansen, born in 1912, grew up in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and is a former governor (1963-1967) of and senator (1967-1978) from Wyoming. Prior to his governorship, he served as a Teton County Commissioner and was part of the local opposition to the expansion of Grand Teton National Park. As of 2008, he was the oldest living former U.S. senator.

George Hartzog (1920-2008)
Hartzog was born in Colleton, South Carolina, in 1920. He was appointed the seventh director of the National Park Service in 1964 and served for nine years, having previously served as superintendent of Jefferson Expansion National Memorial in St. Louis and associate director of the NPS in Washington. As NPS director, he expanded the park system to include many areas that otherwise would have been lost, pursued an urban presence for the parks and worked to open career doors to minorities and women. 

In 1968, Hartzog appointed Grant Wright to head the U.S. Park Police, the first African-American man to head a major police force in the United States, and Robert G. Stanton as the first African-American superintendent since Captain Charles Young nearly 70 years earlier. He also selected several women to be park superintendents. He was instrumental in getting congressional approval for the 1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, which ultimately allowed 80 million acres of Alaskan wild lands to be protected for national parks and wildlife refuges. In 1973, he left office when the NPS revoked a special use permit that allowed President Richard Nixon’s friend, Bebe Rebozo, to dock his houseboat at Biscayne National Monument, Florida. 
Kim Heacox

Heacox is the author of many books and articles on natural history and environmental issues, including The Only Kayak, An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks, Shackleton: The Antarctic Challenge, Alaska’s Inside Passage and others. He makes his home in the small town of Gustavus, Alaska, at Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve, where he served as a park naturalist. With his wife, Melanie, he is building the Glacier Bay Institute for writers and artists who want to learn more about the natural history of Alaska and current preservation efforts.
Kimi Kodani Hill

Granddaughter of artist Chiura Obata, Kimi Kodani Hill is the editor of Topaz Moon: Chiura Obata’s Art of the Internment and author of Shades of California: The Hidden Beauty of Ordinary Life. She attended the University of California, Berkeley, and the California College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland. In 1985, she began researching the lives of her grandparents and is considered the family historian, consulting on numerous exhibits of Obata’s works. She serves on the board of trustees of the Yosemite Association.

Clay Jenkinson

Jenkinson, a former Rhodes Scholar, is one of the nation’s most popular humanities scholars and one of the first recipients of the Charles Frankel Prize (now the National Humanities Medal), which is the highest award given by the National Endowment for the Humanities. He is the host of the syndicated radio program, “The Thomas Jefferson Hour,” in which he portrays the third president of the United States and engages his audience in educational discourse. Jenkinson is a co-founder of the modern Chautauqua movement, portraying Thomas Jefferson, Meriwether Lewis, Theodore Roosevelt and other historical characters in first-person interpretations. He has performed as Thomas Jefferson for President Clinton and recently on “The Colbert Report.”  

He lives in his native North Dakota, where he is director of the Dakota Institute, a columnist for the Bismarck Tribune and chief consultant to the Theodore Roosevelt Insitute of Dickenson State University in the Badlands, where Roosevelt once had a ranch and where Jenkinson grew up.

Shelton Johnson

Park Ranger Shelton Johnson was the recipient of the 2002 Regional Freeman Tilden Award, the highest honor given by the National Park Service for Interpretation. He’s a graduate of Yosemite’s Mounted Horse Patrol School and has worked since 1987 as a park ranger in Yellowstone, Great Basin, Washington, DC, and Yosemite. In 2000, he served as part of a National Park Service delegation to mainland China. In 2004, he performed at the International Storytelling Center in Tennessee.

Born and raised in an inner-city neighborhood in northwest Detroit, Johnson graduated in 1981 from the University of Michigan with a degree in English literature, won a Major Hopwood Award in Poetry and served in Liberia, West Africa, as a 7th grade English teacher in the Peace Corps. Johnson’s first novel, Gloryland, was published in summer 2009 by Sierra Club Books. For the last 15 years, he has lived and worked in Yosemite with his wife and son.

Ruth Kirk

Kirk is the author and photographer of many acclaimed natural and human history books about the northwest, most recently Sunrise to Paradise: The Story of Mount Rainier National Park, commemorating the park’s centennial. She also authored Snow, a book that is part natural history, part social history and inspired by her five years of living in Mount Rainier National Park in the 1950s. She has climbed to the summit five times and also has circumvented the peak along the 93-mile-long Wonderland Trail. With her husband, a Park Service employee, she lived in numerous national parks, including Olympic, Death Valley, Theodore Roosevelt, Wind Cave and others.
Juan Lujan

Lujan grew up in the tiny town of Redford, Texas, along the Rio Grande. He became an enrollee in the Civilian Conservation Corps and served in Big Bend National Park and Las Cruces, New Mexico, so he could attend New Mexico State University. He served in the Army Air Force in World War II, stationed in Europe, and finished college under the GI Bill, ultimately earning a bachelor’s degree, a master’s and a doctorate.

Quan-Tuan Luong

Born in Paris, France, to Vietnamese parents, Luong is the only photographer to take large-format photographs in all 58 national parks, a feat he completed in the summer of 2002, when he took a picture on the sand dunes at Alaska’s Kobuk Valley National Park in a remote section above the Arctic circle. Prior to taking up photography, he earned a degree in artificial intelligence and worked as a scientist. He also is an accomplished mountain climber and lives in San Jose, California, offering his photographs of national parks and other location through his Web site, terragalleria.com.
Martin Murie

Murie, the son of conservationists Olaus and Mardy Murie and the nephew of Adolph Murie, grew up in Jackson, Wyoming; served in the U.S. Army (infantry); studied at Reed College (bachelor of arts, literature and philosophy) and the University of California, Berkeley (PhD, zoology); and taught life sciences at UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara and Antioch College. He is the author of the novels Losing Solitude, Windswept and Red Tree Mouse Chronicles (2000) by Packrat Books. He lives in upstate New York.
Ernest Ortega

Ortega, whose ancestors include both Spanish settlers and Apache Indians, was born in La Madera, New Mexico. After earning a master’s degree in history, he had a long career in the National Park Service, from being a ranger at San Antonio Missions National Historic Site in Texas and El Morro National Monument in New Mexico to assistant superintendent at Big Bend and superintendent of Pecos National Monument and Wind Cave National Park in South Dakota. He is now director of state monuments for New Mexico.

Carl Pope

Pope is the executive director of the Sierra Club and has worked with the club for almost 30 years. Since taking over as executive director, Pope has helped the Sierra Club protect almost 10 million acres of wilderness and has overseen the growth of the club’s membership by 150,000. Pope served two years with the Peace Corps in India after graduating from Harvard. 

Alfred Runte

Runte is an author, noted environmental historian and political figure from Seattle, Washington. He wrote The National Parks: The American Experience, Yosemite: The Embattled Wilderness and several other books. He has championed environmental causes throughout his life through his books and political actions. He was born in Binghamton, New York, where he graduated from the State University of New York. He holds a master of arts from Illinois State University and a PhD in history from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  

Marian Albright Schenck

Marian Albright Schenck is the daughter of Horace M. Albright, one of the founders of the National Park Service and its second director. With him, she co-authored Creating the National Parks Service: The Missing Years. She lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Paul Schullery

Schullery has lived and worked in Yellowstone National Park in different capacities since he started as a seasonal ranger in 1972. He is a historian who has written more than 30 books, many of them about Yellowstone, including Yellowstone’s Ski Pioneers: Peril and Heroism on the Winter Trail, Searching for Yellowstone: Ecology, History and Angling in the Park and Mountain Time: A Yellowstone Memoir. He also has been published in The New York Times, Encyclopedia Britannica’s Yearbook of Science and the Future, Outdoor Life and many other publications. Schullery currently serves as an adjunct professor of American studies at the University of Wyoming and as an affiliate professor of history at Montana State University. In 1998, he was awarded the Wallace Stegner Award for a sustained contribution to the cultural identity of the American West by the University of Colorado Center for the American West, calling him “America’s foremost citizen of the National Parks.”

Duane Smith

Smith is the author of more than 30 books on a variety of subjects, including Mesa Verde: Shadows of the Centuries and Women to the Rescue: Creating Mesa Verde National Park. He received his academic degrees, including his doctorate, from the University of Colorado and is currently professor of southwest studies at Fort Lewis College in Durango.

Lee Stetson

Since 1973, Stetson has been performing three one-person shows on the life of John Muir and a fourth show about Muir and President Theodore Roosevelt. The shows have been performed in Yosemite National Park since 1983 and also tour the nation, performing at universities, parks and museums and for wilderness and environmental organizations. He also is a founder of the Hawaii Performing Arts Company and is the artistic manager of both the Hawaii Theater Festival and the Antique Theater Festival of Idaho. 

Stewart Udall

Born in St. Johns, Arizona, Udall, a former U.S. congressman from Arizona, served as Secretary of the Interior from 1961 to 1969 in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations. During his tenure, the NPS underwent an ambitious expansion, the Wilderness Bill was passed, the Land and Water Conservation Fund was created and more than 50 new wildlife refuges were established. He currently resides in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Bradford Washburn (1910-2007) and Barbara Washburn
Bradford Washburn was a prominent geologist, geographer, photographer and mountaineer. From the 1920s to the 1950s, he was a leading American mountaineer, along with his wife, Barbara, with many “first ascents” throughout the Alaskan mountains. As a photographer, he pioneered the use of aerial photography to analyze mountains in preparation for land-based expeditions and also is responsible for some of the most detailed maps of particular mountain ranges, including Mount McKinley and Mount Everest, and for mapping the Grand Canyon. He is credited with elevating the Boston Museum of Science to a world-class institution. Barbara is best known as the first woman to climb Mount McKinley in 1947. She accompanied her husband on many other expeditions.
Terry Tempest Williams

Terry Tempest Williams grew up in Utah, where she pursued her two passions at the state university — English and environmental science — and went on to become a renowned author, naturalist and environmental activist. Most of her adult life has been spent in wild lands, from the deserts of the southwest to the Rockies to remote regions of Alaska. She is the author of many books, including Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place and, most recently, Mosaic: Finding Beauty in a Broken World. She edited Testimony: Writers Speak on Behalf of Utah Wilderness, which helped inspire the Grande Staircase-Escalante National Monument at the Grand Canyon.

Williams has served on the advisory board of the National Parks Conservation Association, the Nature Conservancy and the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance. Her writing has won numerous honors, and she has received the Robert Marshall Award from the Wilderness Society, the group’s highest honor.  

Lee Whittlesey

Whittlesey, the park historian at Yellowstone, has been studying its history for 35 years. He is the author of numerous books, including his most recent Storytelling in Yellowstone: Horse and Buggy Tour Guides. He holds a master’s degree in history from Montana State University and a law degree from the University of Oklahoma. On May 19, 2001, because of his extensive writings and contributions to Yellowstone National Park, Idaho State University conferred upon him an honorary doctorate of science and humane letters. Since 1996, he has been an adjunct professor of history at Montana State University. 

– PBS –
CONTACTS: 
Dave Donovan/Cassin Donn/Brian Moriarty, Dan Klores Communications, 212-685-4300
Carrie Johnson, PBS, 703-739-5129
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