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THIRTEEN PREMIERES NO TOMORROW, MARCH 21 ON PUBLIC TELEVISION, A WINDOW INTO THE COMPLEXITY AND CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Film explores how previous PBS documentary, Aging Out, became the centerpiece of a chilling death penalty trial
A new documentary, No Tomorrow, airing on Monday, March 21 at 9 p.m. on THIRTEEN and nationally on March 25 on PBS (check local listings), explores the murder of Risa Bejarano, the principal  subject of the recent PBS film, Aging Out, and the unexpected role that the film played in the death penalty trial of her alleged killer.  

No Tomorrow is a production of Public Policy Productions and a presentation of THIRTEEN for WNET, one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers.


In May 2005, PBS broadcast the documentary, Aging Out, a film about teens leaving the foster care system and the challenges and triumphs they face as they struggle to fend for themselves. One of the film’s principle subjects was Risa Bejarano, who was abused and sexually molested as a child and shuttled between a dozen different Los Angeles foster homes for six years.  She became the first member of her family to graduate from high school and set out for college with multiple scholarships and tremendous excitement about her future. Aging Out ultimately documents the last year of Risa’s life prior to her brutal murder in June 2004. 

In June of 2007, Juan Jose Chavez was put on trial for murder in the Los Angeles Superior Court in front of Judge Lane Ito, the presiding judge over the O.J. Simpson trial.  Chavez was accused of three homicides, killing two people in a gang related rampage and then killing Risa Bejarano, a potential witness, in order to prevent her from talking to the police.  The district attorney chose to seek the death penalty for Chavez, and during the penalty phase of the trial, he showed Aging Out in order to heighten sympathy for Risa Bejarano and hatred for Juan Chavez.   

Chavez was ultimately sentenced to life without parole for the first two murders but he received the death penalty for the murder of Bejarano.  In an ironic twist of fate, the film, Aging Out, which was made to illustrate the difficulties of teens aging out of the foster care system, was used to help convince a jury to give the death penalty to a young man who had suffered the same traumatic childhood experiences as Risa Bejarano in Aging Out. 

Through coverage of the trial and extensive interviews with the district attorney, the chief homicide detective, several eyewitnesses to the murders, Bejarano’s former foster mother, the defense attorney, Chavez’s family members, as well as many of the member of the jury who explain the burden and process that was involved in reaching the verdict, No Tomorrow explores whether Risa’s murderer deserves to die.  In addition, several leading death penalty experts address the broader question of whether the state deserves to kill him.  Ultimately, No Tomorrow takes viewers inside a suspenseful death penalty trial and challenges their beliefs about capital punishment.

No Tomorrow is a production of Public Policy Productions for WNET.  Producers and Directors are Roger Weisberg and Vanessa Roth.  The editor is Tom Haneke.  The music is composed by Richard Fiocca. The Production Manager is Suzanne Beffa.   The Post Production Supervisor is Stephanie Carter.  Production Assistants are Susan Naples, Jacklyn Chi, Tegan Molloy and Michael Wooldridge.

Funding for No Tomorrow is provided by Alan and Arlene Alda, Lucius and Eva Eastman Fund, Fledgling Fund, Foundation for a Just Community, Charles A. Frueauff Foundation, Gruber Family Foundation, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, Park Foundation, Silverweed Foundation, and Spunk Fund.

###

About WNET New York Public Media 

WNET New York Public Media is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Tavis Smiley, Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead, Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences. Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects. In all that it does, WNET pursues a single, overarching goal — to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world. For more information, visit www.wnet.org.
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