NOTE BY NOTE

Bios

Ben Niles

Producer; director

Ben Niles is a documentary filmmaker and award-winning graphic designer. His first documentary, Josh Joplin: Better Days, about the recording industry and the role of the singer-songwriter, received industry acclaim. During his 15 years as a graphic designer, Niles directed and produced photoshoots, videos, commercials and print campaigns for commercial and entertainment clients, including Atlantic Records, The Nantucket Film Festival and the Jacob Burns Film Center. In his years in the record industry, Niles created album packages for Collective Soul, Jewel, Jon Brion, celebrated box-sets for Phish and George Carlin, and packages and identities for jazz musicians Cyrus Chestnut, James Carter and Henry Butler. A graduate of the University of Georgia at Athens, Niles attended UGA’s prestigious Cortona program, an intensive fine arts study-abroad program located in Cortona, Italy. 

 

Purcell Carson

Editor 

Purcell Carson is a documentary editor based in New York City. Double Dare, her latest feature project, was honored for best documentary editing at the Woodstock Film Festival. Prior to Double Dare, Carson assisted on LOCAL NEWS (a five-part series for PBS), AMERICAN MASTERS (PBS) and “New York Justice” (A&E). She associate edited LoudQuietLoud, a feature-length project about the Pixies, and directed and edited Ad Lib: Williamsburg Unscripted, which follows a troupe of actors. 

 

She studied literature and history at Brown University and holds a master’s degree from Stanford’s Department of Communications graduate program in documentary film and video.

 

Geoff O’Brien

Associate producer; editor

Geoff O’Brien is an editor with eight years’ experience. Recently, he completed “A Question of Life or Meth,” a four-part documentary airing on the A&E network for their classroom series. His work has been seen on E!, ESPN, MSNBC, The Style Network and WNET, and he has produced and edited extensively for The History Channel, including the upcoming documentary series  “Our Generation.” His film work includes trailers for The Nantucket Film Festival and The Un-American Film Festival and documentaries, including Laughing to Keep From Crying and Brick by Brick. O’Brien wrote, directed and produced his own feature documentary, The Ridges, in 1998. He recently won Best Picture for Trash: A Time Travel Odyssey, a film he wrote and directed, at the 2002 48 Hour Film Project in New York. O’Brien is a member of the Motion Picture Editor’s Guild.

 

Ben Wolf

Cinematographer

Ben Wolf is a New York City-based cinematographer who has been working in film and video for more than a decade. He has worked on a broad range of feature films, including Be My Boy, Have I Got a Script for You, Show Me the Aliens! (2nd unit, GenArt Film Festival), Fat Chance (San Jose Cinequest Film Festival), Amour Infinity (Urban World Film Festival, Best Film Jamerican Film Festival, Audience Choice Award Hollywood Black Film Festival) and City Alone. He was also cinematographer for the documentaries Picture the Homeless, Seeing New York and Running Madness. His list of television productions includes Bravo’s “The It Factor,” Columbia Tristar’s “Judge Hatchett” and The Independent Film Channel’s “DV Theater.”
 

Wolf is a graduate of Yale College (B.A. Philosophy, 1991) and Columbia University School of the Arts (M.F.A. Film, Directing Concentration, 1999).

