NOVA scienceNOW – Episode 401 
Synthetic Diamonds: A blindfolded Tyson is led to a top-secret “diamond farm” to investigate breakthroughs in the engineering of artificial diamonds. Indistinguishable from the real thing, these glittering, scientifically mastered creations may one day adorn more than ring fingers. They could replace silicon transistors in everything from super​computers to high-speed electric trains.

Anthrax Attack: NOVA scienceNOW goes behind the scenes to explore the science that went into solving the case of the deadly anthrax attacks after 9/11 and the ingenious technique research​ers developed to pinpoint the source. This revolutionary method also has the potential to identify the microbes responsible for everything from food-borne poisonings to deadly epidemics.

The Sounds of Science: Do you have what it takes to be a rock star? Neil Tyson tests his singing talents in a segment using “AutoTune,” the controversial computer pitch-correction software that turns sour notes into sweet ones.

Computer Scientist Luis von Ahn (profile): Human computation expert Luis von Ahn, 30, grew up in Guatemala City, Guatemala. He received his first computer at the age of eight and soon after taught himself to pirate games. Now a professor of computer science at Carnegie Mellon University, von Ahn creates his own “Games with a Purpose” (www.gwap.com) by uniting the best skills of both humans and computers, capitalizing on the countless hours that humans waste at computers, furthering the intelligence of computers and possibly benefiting mankind. His latest venture, ReCAPTCHA, is harnessing this kind of “people power” to digitize millions of books.

