FACT SHEET

NOVEL REFLECTIONS ON THE AMERICAN DREAM 
(A PRESENTATION OF AMERICAN MASTERS)

Airdate
Wednesday, April 4, 2007
Time
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
Description 
This special presentation of the acclaimed AMERICAN MASTERS series explores the characters, plots and themes of seven seminal novels that deal with wealth, poverty and the nature of success and failure in America. The documentary uses specially designed visual re-creations to bring literary characters to life, and expert commentary to interpret the authors’ treatment of the harsher realities of the American Dream.
Novels/Commentators 
Erica Jong, Gloria Naylor, Julia Alvarez, James Atlas and others comment on Sister Carrie, The House of Mirth, The Great Gatsby, The Grapes of Wrath, The Street, Typical American and Seize the Day
Talent
Excerpts from the novels are read by Victor Garber (Sister Carrie); Julianna Margulies (The House of Mirth); Tom Hammond (The Great Gatsby); Keith Carradine (The Grapes of Wrath); CCH Pounder (The Street); Ming-Na Wen (Typical American); and Liev Schreiber (Seize the Day)
Producer
Thirteen/WNET New York
Executive producers 
Susan Lacy
Producers
Julie Sacks and Michael Epstein
Director/writer
Michael Epstein
Press materials 
Program release

Q&A
Bios
Web site release

Photos

Program Web site 
For in-depth information, go to pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters
Accessibility 
CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available
Funders 
National Endowment for the Humanities, National Endowment for the Arts, W.L.S. Spencer Foundation, Mary and Marvin Davidson, Ralph W.Voorhees, Rosalind P. Walter and Dr. and Mrs. Julius H. Jacobson II
Contacts
Donna Williams, Thirteen/WNET New York, Tel.: 212/560-8030; williamsd@thirteen.org
Lisa Batchelder, Thirteen/WNET New York, Tel.: 212/560-2074; batcheld@thirteen.org
AMERICAN MASTERS, now celebrating its 21st season, has become a cultural legacy in its own right. The AMERICAN MASTERS film library is one of the most highly honored in television history, with profiles of more than 140 artistic giants. In addition to seven Peabodys, an Oscar, a duPont-Columbia and two Grammys, AMERICAN MASTERS has won 17 Emmys, including Outstanding Primetime Non-Fiction Series for 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003 and 2004.  

