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Click-Lit:  Far-Reaching COMPANION Web Site for Novel Reflections On The American Dream, AN AMERICAN MASTERS SPECIAL PRESENTATION THAT Considers 20th-Century LITERATURE, Launches March 28
Viewer-Friendly Web Site (www.pbs.org/americannovel) Includes Expert And Reader Polls
How well do you know your American lit?  Can you name the muckraking author who campaigned against the meat-packing industry and later ran for California governor on the Socialist ticket?   Or the postmodernist author who discovered a love of literature while working a boring summer job as a parking attendant?  Do you know the title of the quintessential American novel that ends, “So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past”?
            You’ll find all the answers, and more, at a new companion Web site to an upcoming AMERICAN MASTERS special presentation, Novel Reflections On The American Dream.  The site offers a comprehensive exploration of 200 years of the American novel, including in-depth information on more than 50 novels and authors, along with the literary movements they inspired.  
             “This innovative Web site offers book-lovers a kind of online book club where they can gain a new understanding of old favorites, while those unfamiliar with American fiction can find an extensive array of in-depth background materials,” says site producer Christine McKenna.  “At the same time, lit-savvy visitors will discover challenging quizzes and interactive games.” 
            Novel Reflections On The American Dream premieres Wednesday, April 4 at 9 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  The companion Web site (www.pbs.org/americannovel) launches March 28.  The Novel Reflections On The American Dream Web site is a production of Thirteen Online.  Anthony Chapman is executive producer and director of Thirteen Online.

           On the Web site, interesting tidbits abound, ranging from the literary influences of a Southern gothic author who suffered from lupus and loved peacocks to the way various authors have influenced each other and, in some cases, used each other as characters in their novels.

            In addition, six scholars explore some of the central themes in American literature through essays.  The many interactive features include a literary timeline and games that challenge users to test their literary know-how by deciphering literary symbols or guessing characters in To Tell the Truth.  
            For a feature called Top Novel Lists, Thirteen Online polled members of the American Booksellers Association and the National Book Critics Circle on their favorite novels.  Results will be posted March 28.  In an ongoing and cumulative reader’s poll, users are encouraged to submit their own stories about favorite books and writers.
The program Novel Reflections On The American Dream explores the characters, plots and themes of seven novels that deal with wealth, poverty and the nature of success and failure in America.  The documentary uses specially designed visual re-creations to bring literary characters to life, as well as expert commentary to interpret the authors’ treatment of the harsher realities of the American dream.  Excerpts from the novels are read by such actors as Victor Garber (Sister Carrie); Julianna Margulies (The House of Mirth); Tom Hammond (The Great Gatsby); Keith Carradine (The Grapes of Wrath); CCH Pounder (The Street); Ming-Na Wen (Typical American); and Liev Schreiber (Seize the Day). 
            Novel Reflections On The American Dream is directed and written by Michael Epstein.  Executive producer is Susan Lacy, the creator and executive producer of AMERICAN MASTERS.  The film, a production of Thirteen/WNET New York, is narrated by the award-winning actress Patricia Clarkson (Six Feet Under; Good Night, and Good Luck).  Major funding for Novel Reflections On The American Dream is provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities.  Additional funding is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, the W.L.S. Spencer Foundation, Mary and Marvin Davidson, Ralph W.Voorhees, Rosalind P. Walter, and Dr. and Mrs. Julius H. Jacobson II.

..........…

Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, NOW With David Brancaccio, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide.  As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices, and Reel New York.  Thirteen extends the impact of its television productions through educational and community outreach projects – including the Celebration of Teaching and Learning – as well as Web sites and other digital media platforms.  More information can be found at:  www.thirteen.org.
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