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WHERE HAVE ALL THE SEA LIONS GONE? IT'S A MYSTERY IN ALASKA, ENCORING ON THIRTEEN/WNET'S NATURE ON, AUGUST 24 ON PBS 
The Steller's sea lions that populate the Alaskan coastline are powerful, playful, and sometimes rowdy creatures who bump and jostle each other on land but acquire a sublime gracefulness in the water. They are also the subject of a strange and tragic mystery: Steller's sea lions are rapidly disappearing from one of the last great wildlife strongholds of the world, and no one knows why.

Naturalist filmmaker Shane Moore, who has been working in the Alaskan wilderness, brings a sense of urgency and new understanding to this puzzle in A MYSTERY IN ALASKA, an encore presentation on Thirteen/WNET New York's NATURE series, Sunday, August 24 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings). 

As scientists and environmentalists race the clock to find answers, pressure has been growing on Alaska's fishing industry to suspend most of its pollock fishing, on the suspicion that it is robbing Steller's sea lions of an important source of food. But new research illustrated in this film shows that a broad combination of factors could be responsible for the sea lions' plight, and that pollock fishing may not be a principal cause. 

"Solving this mystery is crucial for the survival of the sea lions, the preservation of Alaska's ecology and the economic well being of its people," says Fred Kaufman, Executive Producer of WNET’s  NATURE. "The film vividly demonstrates why we must learn to preserve a natural balance." 

The Steller's sea lion population of western Alaska has declined by about 80 percent over the past 20 years.  Are the animals starving to death, or eating too much of the wrong food? Are they falling victim to killer whales in unusual numbers? Is pollution to blame?  Or is there some other influence, perhaps resulting from a changing climate or altered ocean currents, that is causing their demise? 

A complicating aspect of the mystery is the fact that few bodies have been found during this long period of decline, which denies investigators valuable clues to the lethal problem and also minimizes public awareness. 

"If all the dead animals were washed up on the beaches there would be international outrage, but no bodies means no news, and no news means the world has no idea of the tragedy unfolding here," says filmmaker Moore. "But who or what is killing them?" 

To gain knowledge of possible causes and potential solutions, Moore enters the world of the sea lions, both underwater and on land. He visits with leading researchers using cutting edge technology to follow the sea lions in their quest for food. 

The search for clues takes viewers through much of Alaska's most spectacular wilderness areas, and along the way we discover the importance of herring in sea lions' diets and learn some fascinating, newly revealed aspects of the complex role that salmon -- a key food source for sea lions and other mammals -- plays in the cycle of life in Alaska. 

NATURE has won more than 450 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees.  

A MYSTERY IN ALASKA is a co-production of Thirteen/WNET New York and Granada Wild. Written and produced by Hugh Miles and Shane Moore. 
NATURE is produced by Thirteen/WNET New York for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is executive producer; William Grant is executive-in-charge.  Major corporate support for NATURE is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc., SC Johnson and Toyota.  Additional support is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the nation’s public television stations.   

 NATURE Online features video podcasts (also available on iTunes), behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes. 

..........…

Thirteen/WNET is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Wide Angle and Charlie Rose to audiences nationwide, and serving the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions and broadcasts, cutting-edge Web sites, and innovative educational and cultural projects.  More info at:  www.thirteen.org .
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