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NATURE “Kalahari: The Great Thirstland”
Wednesday, August 15, 2012
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Violent Rainstorms Drench Ancient Saltpans, Reawakening Life in a Staggering Display of Over-Abundance –
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	Flamingos swirl above a temporary desert lake. 

Credit: © Tim and June Liversedge 2003


To all appearances, the sands of the Kalahari Desert in southern Africa comprise one of the most barren regions on Earth. But every so often, violent rainstorms subdue the swirling hot sands, drenching the ancient Magkadikadi saltpans. In their wake, life re-emerges in a staggering display of over-abundance, almost as if brought forth by the supernatural.
In the first of two films about the Kalahari shot by renowned naturalist filmmaker Tim Liversedge, NATURE brings this spectacle to television in “Kalahari: The Great Thirstland,” encoring Wednesday, August 15, 2012, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS.
The following week, NATURE presents “Kalahari: The Flooded Desert,” a film that captures the unique interaction between the desert and the Okavango River delta, and its impact on the region’s richly diverse wildlife.
“The Kalahari is one of the natural world’s great paradoxes,” says Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “It’s one of the harshest, driest of environments, and yet water plays a major role in its unique ecologies. In these two films, Tim Liversedge captures the essence of the Kalahari with content and visual quality that are unsurpassed.”
Liversedge has lived and worked in Botswana for more than 30 years and devoted much of his life to understanding this region. His films have won numerous international awards.
As “Kalahari: The Great Thirstland” begins, it seems impossible that any life at all could be sustained. Significant rains have been absent for so long that zebra and wildebeest desperately dig to find muddy pools under a dry riverbed. Bullfrogs the size of dinner plates lie entombed beneath the sand in a form of extended hibernation, while vast colonies of termites go about their business in sheltering mounds, awaiting the rains.
Then an intense rainstorm sweeps over the desert, transforming the saltpans into a reflection of the great sprawling lake of which it once was part thousands of years ago. Astonishingly, life returns in swarms of unbelievable dimensions.
The frogs, for example, erupt from the muddied earth to begin a mating cycle that will produce hordes of hungry tadpoles. The youngsters feed on algae and insects, including billions of emerging termites, in a feeding frenzy that culminates in cannibalism. Meanwhile, quelea finches soar into the air by the millions. Vast numbers of flamingos flap their way to the flooded saltpans from thousands of miles distant, mysteriously aware somehow that their ancient breeding grounds are beckoning with a fresh nourishing trove of algae and brine shrimp.
For a few months, at least, this part of the Kalahari Desert will be as life-sustaining as any place on the planet.
About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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