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NATURE “Kalahari: The Flooded Desert”
Wednesday, August 22, 2012
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Filmed in the Okavango Delta in Botswana, Program Is the Second Installment of a Two-Part Special on Southern Africa’s Kalahari Desert –
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Crocodile hatchlings greet each other. 

Credit: © Tim and June Liversedge 2003


Virtually all of the world’s major rivers empty into the sea. The Okavango River in Africa is a notable exception: It empties into a desert. In so doing, it nourishes one of the most unusual ecosytems — in one of the harshest regions — in the world.

NATURE “Kalahari: The Flooded Desert,” encoring Wednesday, August 15, 2012, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS, is the second of two films on the Kalahari, shot by renowned naturalist filmmaker Tim Liversedge.

“No one knows the Kalahari as Tim Liversedge does,” observes Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “In this brilliant study of the Okavango’s impact on the desert, he brings us one of the most intriguing films ever made about this unique region, with unsurpassed production values.”
Liversedge has lived and worked in Botswana for more than 30 years and devoted much of his life to understanding this region. His films have won numerous international awards.

The Okavango River originates in the highlands of Angola, flows southward through Namibia and then into the northern reaches of the Kalahari Desert in Botswana, where most of its waters simply evaporate in the wetlands of the Okavango Delta. But not always. Extended periods of above-normal rains up north periodically cause the Okavango to overflow, extending its waters further into the desert.

With spectacular aerial and ground photography, the film documents the amazing effects produced when a great river is swallowed by the sands of a vast desert. “Kalahari: The Flooded Desert” details an ecosystem so complex that the footsteps of an elephant can alter the flow of streams that feed vegetation, and the roots of a palm tree can help create a new island.

Major wildlife players in the delta, besides elephants, include fish eagles, Nile crocodiles, hippos, lions, a type of anteater called a pangolin and the strange sitatunga antelope, whose ski-like hoofs make this creature especially well-adapted to the wetlands.

Among the film’s most enthralling sequences are those showing fish eagles in aerial combat, their talons locked together as they twirl each other round and round while descending to the water. They battle for control of air space that affords the best fishing opportunities.

Equally fascinating is the perspective of the crocodiles, which “Kalahari: The Flooded Desert” follows in the other direction, beneath the waters, for a look at the teeming aquatic life and complex filtration systems that take minerals from the water and help transform a hostile saltpan into a verdant Garden of Eden.

Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Public Television Viewers and PBS

Co-producers: Wild Logic, WNET New York and NHK
Executive producer: Fred Kaufman 

Producer/cinematographer: Tim Liversedge
Format: CC Stereo DVI HD 

About PBS
PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 123 million people through television and more than 21 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
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CONTACTS: Donald Lee, WNET, 212-560-3005; leed@thirteen.org
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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