NATURE
“Christmas in Yellowstone”

– Breathtaking High-Definition Look at Wintertime Deep Within America’s First National Park Features Bountiful Wildlife, Pristine Winter Landscapes and a Modern-Day Explorer Who Captures It All in Remarkable Photographs –

Stretching across more than 2.2 million acres of Wyoming, Montana and Idaho is one of the greatest expanses of unspoiled nature and wildlife anywhere on Earth — Yellowstone National Park. Designated America’s first national park (and the world’s) in 1872, today Yellowstone receives almost three million visitors each year. And yet, only a very small fraction of those who glimpse the park’s stunning vistas, geological wonders and animal residents do so during the winter months — a time when Yellowstone’s inhospitality is matched only by its serenity. 

NATURE follows in the snowy footprints of Yellowstone’s red foxes, spies on the predatory play of wolves and elk, and climbs into the den of a grizzly bear that gives birth to two cubs while deep in hibernation when “Christmas in Yellowstone,” available in high definition, airs on PBS Sunday, November 19, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET. As a special Christmas Eve gift, the program will be rebroadcast Sunday, December 24, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET (check local listings). Academy Award-winning actress Linda Hunt narrates. 

In addition to mesmerizing footage of landscapes and wildlife, “Christmas in Yellowstone” trails author and photographer Tom Murphy, who spends part of each winter camping and photographing amid the silence and solitude deep within the park. 

“The undisturbed beauty of Yellowstone is really a gift that each generation of Americans, and people from all over the world, can enjoy,” says Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “But not everyone can get there, so this holiday season, we’re bringing this gift to viewers — who, even if they’ve visited Yellowstone, will never have seen it quite like this.” 

“Christmas in Yellowstone” is a tableau of captivating intimate scenes: a red fox shows its ingenious method of catching rodents that it can hear — but not see — beneath the snow; frost-covered bison huddle close by geothermal springs; the giant grizzly’s four-pound cubs playfully wrestle in their secluded den; a family of otters reunites with its injured youngster; a stoic bald eagle perches high up on a bare branch; and geyser steam rises beneath the winter solstice horizon that turns from pink to fiery orange. Across a vast, empty, snow-covered hill, the lone red fox curiously approaches a most unusual visitor — one who stands on skis and holds a camera in his hand. 

Photographer and writer Tom Murphy has been coming to Yellowstone for the past 26 winters. He wades through hip-deep snow drifts to reach the perfect spot for morning photographs and, emptying out his 80-pound pack, reveals the supplies and gear that are necessary to survive winter in Yellowstone. “The reason I do this is it’s an opportunity to see this country at its wildest and most beautiful, when the cold keeps most people away,” Murphy says in the program. “It’s my church, my cathedral. You get a sense of what happens when life is left alone.” 

Now in its 25th anniversary season, NATURE has won more than 360 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community, and environmental organizations, including eight Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. Most recently, “The Queen of Trees” (2006) won a Peabody and, at the Banff World Television Festival, the NHK President’s Prize, which recognizes excellence in high-definition programming.   
Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Ford, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Fred Kaufman. Executive in charge: William Grant. Format: CC Stereo DVI HD where available. Online: pbs.org
– PBS –

CONTACT: Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; kaank@thirteen.org
Donald Lee, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3005; leed@thirteen.org
Heather DiRubba, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3134; dirubbah@thirteen.org
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