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Airdates
Sundays, January 13-20, 2008
Time
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
Description 
This is the epic story of one of the most amazing evolutionary journeys ever taken by a species. Thousands of years ago, as humans began to settle in villages, the wolf emerged from the wild and made the startling leap to “man’s best friend.” Once domesticated, dogs would accompany human cultures down through the centuries and to the far corners of the world. Much more recently, the Victorian Age transformed them into the most varied species, and one of the most common pets, on the planet. And at the dawn of the 21st century, dogs are once more changing our world by their use in cutting-edge scientific research and lifesaving medical care.  


“The Rise of the Dog” (1/13) explores roles as guard, hunter, herder, hauler and spiritual protector, as well as current theories about the wolf’s evolutionary leap. Swedish geneticist Peter Savolainen’s analysis of DNA from breeds around the world points to a single origin in East Asia thousands of years ago.

“Dogs by Design” (1/20) details the explosion of the basic working dog types into the roughly 400 breeds known today; explores concerns about today’s competitive breeding and its effect on dogs’ health and well-being; and outlines dogs’ potential role in medical care for human beings.
Locations 
The Arctic, Jordan, Britain, Mexico and Papua, New Guinea
Producers
Thirteen/WNET New York and Tigress Productions
Series producer 
Thirteen/WNET
Series executive producer
Fred Kaufman

Executive in charge
William Grant
Narrator
Academy Award-winner F. Murray Abraham

Press materials 
Press release

Quiz
Photos

Program Web site 
For in-depth information about NATURE, go to pbs.org/nature
Accessibility 
CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available
Funders 
Canon U.S.A., Inc., Ford, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Contacts
Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; kaank@thirteen.org
Donald Lee, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3005; leed@thirteen.org
Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as GREAT PERFORMANCES, NATURE, AMERICAN MASTERS, CHARLIE ROSE, RELIGION & ETHICS NEWSWEEKLY, WIDE ANGLE, SECRETS OF THE DEAD, NOW WITH DAVID BRANCACCIO and CYBERCHASE — as well as the work of Bill Moyers — to audiences nationwide. As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices and Reel New York. Thirteen extends the impact of its television productions through educational and community outreach projects — including the Celebration of Teaching and Learning — as well as Web sites and other digital media platforms.  

