NATURE
“In the Valley of the Wolves”

Sunday, November 4, 2007
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
– Shot in HD Over Three Years by Emmy Award-Winning Filmmaker Bob Landis, Documentary Captures Turf Wars Between Rival Wolf Packs in Yellowstone –

The Druids are one of the largest wolf packs ever documented, once numbering 37 strong. But when their alpha female is killed by another pack and their patriarch is found dead, their reign over Yellowstone National Park’s Lamar Valley comes to a sudden end — at least for a time.  

NATURE details the Druids’ dramatic fall from dominance, flight into exile and triumphant return to power amid the stunning beauty of Yellowstone when “In the Valley of the Wolves” airs Sunday, November 4, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Academy Award-winning actor F. Murray Abraham is series narrator. The film is produced and shot in HD by Emmy-winning filmmaker Bob Landis, and produced and written by NATURE series editor Janet Hess.  
“This is like West Side Story in the wild,” says Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “Rival gangs battle for territory, an outcast risks his life for romance and a family saga spans tragedy and triumph.” 

Scenes include the tumultuous and decisive battle in which the Druids are dethroned by a rival pack called the Sloughs. Elsewhere, a wolf boldly takes down an elk many times its size, while Lamar’s bears, coyotes and eagles must be careful — or clever — when trying to piggyback on the wolves’ kills.   

Central to the Druids’ resurgence is a notorious flirt dubbed Casanova, a lone black wolf once kept at bay from the younger Druid daughters. When all that remains of the once-mighty pack is two females, he takes charge of rebuilding the clan on the edge of the valley; soon, 11 pups are born.  

The Druids’ comeback echoes that of wolves at large in Yellowstone. Long absent from the park’s vast expanse, this iconic species of the American wild was successfully reintroduced into Yellowstone in the mid-1990s. Since then, the Druids have made Lamar Valley their home. It’s one of the park’s most prized habitats, a fertile hunting ground and, surrounded by mountains, sheltered from the deepest snows.

With a new generation thriving, the Druids are on the ascent again and the former outcast Casanova leads them back to battle the Sloughs. But what they find is a surprise — their rivals have had their own change of fortune and are easily overtaken. The Druids will surely be challenged in the seasons to come, but for now, they’ve come home.  

In its 25 years on PBS, NATURE has won more than 400 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups and environmental organizations, including eight Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. The series has been nominated for five Emmy Awards this year.   

Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Toyota, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producers: Thirteen/WNET New York and National Geographic Television. Executive producer: Fred Kaufman. Executive in charge: William Grant. Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ Last year, to celebrate the series’ silver anniversary, NATURE launched a redesigned and expanded Web site (pbs.org/nature). In addition to the weekly video podcasts, new features include a newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows, and more. NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and online, range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes.

