[image: image3.jpg]PBS.





NATURE “The Cheetah Orphans”
Sunday, June 27, 2010
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Film Charts Four-Year Emotional Rollercoaster As Acclaimed Filmmaker Raises Cuddly Cubs Into Big Cats, Preparing Them to Return to the Wild –
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	Simon King walking with Toki
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At just four weeks old, cheetah cubs Toki and Sambu were orphaned when a lion killed their mother. Shortly after, Simon King, who has filmed wild cheetahs for 20 years, became their new parent at the 50,000-acre Lewa wildlife conservancy in northern Kenya. From bottle-feeding to teaching them how to hunt as their mother would have, King hand-reared the brothers and became deeply attached to them in the process. NATURE “The Cheetah Orphans,” re-airing Sunday, June 27, 2010, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS, outlines Toki and Sambu’s life under King’s care, by turns idyllic and tragic, and unfolding amid the stunning vistas of the Kenya savannah. Simon King narrates.  

“‘The Cheetah Orphans’ reveals our ability to bond with animals at a depth that natural history films rarely capture,” says Fred Kaufman, NATURE executive producer. “It’s a very poignant film that shows how we can find meaning in our interaction with nature.” 

With King’s steady nurturing and guidance, Toki and Sambu make the crucial transition to hunting on their own. But even a wildlife conservancy has its dangers, and King is devastated when tragedy strikes: Sambu is killed in the night by a lion attack. “It’s impossible to describe the sense of loss that we all felt, that we feel to this day,” says King in the film. His grief and guilt are compounded by the troubling prospect of Toki now confronting life without Sambu’s companionship and protection.

With fewer than 13,000 left in the wild, cheetahs are among the rarest of the “big cats.” They’re found in Lewa, though, and King’s fears about Toki’s safety are realized when Toki is almost fatally mauled by a gang of three territorial males. The close call forces King to make the difficult decision to move him to another, much larger, Kenyan conservancy, Ol Pejeta, where he will be safer — but far less likely to find a mate.  

Toki’s new home is a 4,000-acre reserve within the conservancy, encircled by a predator-proof electric fence. He acts like a caged animal within it, pacing its perimeter. At last, King decides to release Toki into the larger, less protected expanse of Ol Pejeta. But when the radio signal from Toki’s tracking collar disappears, King fears the worst. Has he suffered the same fate as Sambu or perhaps fallen victim to a farmer protecting his herds? 

His frantic search finds Toki alive and unharmed — but it’s a risk King is not willing to take again. While he still hopes to find Toki a mate, for now the cheetah orphan remains within the reserve at Ol Pejeta, where he is safe, healthy and alone.  

NATURE has won nearly 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for “Silence of the Bees” and received two Emmy nominations for “Crash: A Tale of Two Species” and “White Falcon, White Wolf.”

■ NATURE Online (pbs.org/nature) is the award-winning web companion to the broadcast series and is spearheading Nature’s distribution to new media platforms. At NATURE Online, visitors can stream full episodes of NATURE programs, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube) and find interactive content, teacher lesson plans and more. Viewers can join NATURE on Facebook (Facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (Twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
Don’t miss selected PBS programs streaming free online, the day after broadcast, on the PBS Video Portal (pbs.org/video/).

Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Public Television Viewers and PBS 

Co-producers: THIRTEEN New York and BBC
Executive producer: Fred Kaufman
Executive in charge: William Grant 

Format: CC Stereo HD 
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CONTACTS: Donald Lee, WNET.ORG, 212-560-3005; leed@wnet.org 
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom. 
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