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THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK’S NATURE SPOTLIGHTS FACES ONLY MOTHER NATURE COULD LOVE WHEN THE BEAUTY OF UGLY ENCORES SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12 ON PBS 

NATURE’s Globetrotting Ugly Pageant Yields Close Encounters With Repellant Pigs, Beastly Birds, Frightful Fish, And Other Repulsive Creatures 

They’re certainly not the pin-ups of the wild kingdom.  Yet from warthogs and tapeworms to vultures and bats, the ugliest of nature’s designs can still be beautiful – even when they aren’t pretty.  NATURE reveals the vital functions behind vile forms when The Beauty of Ugly encores Sunday, October 12, 2008 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  Academy Award-winning actor F. Murray Abraham is series narrator.  


“This is a fun program that’s got something to make everyone squirm,” says Fred Kaufman, Executive Producer of WNET’s NATURE.  “But it’s also strong on science, explaining the purpose of these features that we often find ghastly.” 

In the jungles of Borneo, NATURE catches up with the male proboscis monkey, whose preposterous schnoz and its distinctive honk are signs of dominance, used to intimidate rivals that might challenge him for his harem.   

Speaking of noses, the fleshy 22-tentacled sniffer of the star-nosed mole might win the blue ribbon for ugliness among tunnelers.  But it’s also the secret of its success – super-sensitive to touch, the tentacles allow the star-nosed to hunt 14 times faster than its competition.  

Meanwhile, in Africa, the warthog wins the ugliest-mammal contest hands down.  But its large warts – actually protective pads of cartilage – serve a vital purpose, deflecting tusk strikes in battle.  Its rock-hard muzzle is impervious to even the sharpest of predators’ canines and, shaped like a shovel, helps unearth tasty roots and bulbs.   

In Namibia, The Beauty of Ugly touches down at a vulture diner.  With their strong beaks and sagging folds of wrinkled pink skin, lappet-faced vultures are kings of the carcass pile – the pinker the skin, the higher up in the pecking order. 

The naked mole rat is sure to give NATURE viewers the willies, with its hairless pale skin and long, narrow buck teeth.  Its nudity is an asset, though, letting it transfer heat quickly in huddles and ensuring no fleas or parasites will find a home.  

The human intestine isn’t always so lucky when it comes to parasites, sometimes housing the revolting tapeworm.  They’ve been known to grow to 35 or 40 feet long and live up to 25 years, latching onto the gut with four large suckers on their head.  NATURE gets up close with a 10-footer, grown in a human volunteer. 

The Beauty of Ugly also snuggles up to the dung beetle, winner of Oklahoma elementary schools’ ninth annual statewide Ugly Bug Contest; an Indian stork that ornithologists have dubbed a “prodigy of ugliness”; elephant seal bulls, whose hulking noses can measure two feet long; the ghost-face bat; the needle-toothed viperfish, and many others.

NATURE has won more than 450 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees.  

The Beauty of Ugly is a Production of Image Impact Ltd. and Thirteen/WNET New York.  NATURE is produced by Thirteen/WNET New York for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer; William Grant is Executive-in-Charge.  Major corporate support for NATURE is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc., SC Johnson and Toyota.  Additional support is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the nation’s public television stations.   

 NATURE Online features video podcasts (also available on iTunes), behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes. 

..........…

Thirteen/WNET is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Wide Angle and Charlie Rose to audiences nationwide, and serving the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions and broadcasts, cutting-edge Web sites, and innovative educational and cultural projects.  More info at:  www.thirteen.org .
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