
THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK’S NATURE TRACKS ELUSIVE BIG CATS IN THE HARSHEST OF HABITATS WHEN THE DESERT LIONS PREMIERES JANUARY 6 ON PBS 
One of the world’s most extraordinary but least observed lion populations lives in the forbidding Namib Desert along the Skeleton Coast of Namibia.  Dr. Flip Stander, whose expertise and great passion is lions, first saw them on a beach feeding on a seal carcass, an impression that stayed with him for nearly 20 years, though the desert lions themselves disappeared.  When rumors surfaced that they may have returned, Stander saw his chance to finally learn their secrets of survival in one of the planet’s most inhospitable environments.  The Desert Lions premieres Sunday, January 6, 2008 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  It is available in HD.  Academy Award-winning actor F. Murray Abraham is series narrator. 

Tracking them by land and air, Stander discovers just how unique the desert lions are – prolific breeders, self-taught hunters, wide-roaming, independent at a young age, and more.  But with their resurgence, Stander also learns firsthand that the biggest challenge is not the unforgiving desert, but their ability to coexist with local residents, who have traditionally seen the predators as a major threat to their livestock and livelihood.  Some communities, however, are forming conservancies to profit from the wildlife on their land, creating new traditions for the future. 
Now in its 26th season on PBS, NATURE has won more than 400 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  In 2007, the series won Emmy Awards for Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History and Christmas in Yellowstone.  

NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and at NATURE Online (www.pbs.org/nature), range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes.  

Last year, to celebrate the series’ silver anniversary, NATURE Online launched a redesigned and expanded Web site.  In addition to the weekly video podcasts, new features include a newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows, and more.  

NATURE is produced by Thirteen/WNET New York for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is executive producer; William Grant is executive-in-charge.  Major corporate support for NATURE is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc. and Toyota.  Additional support is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the nation’s public television stations.  


 The series is closed-captioned for the hearing-impaired and distributed with Descriptive Video Service (DVS) for the sight-impaired.  
..........…

Press Contacts:

	Kathleen Kaan
	Donald Lee
	

	Thirteen/WNET New York
	Thirteen/WNET New York 
	

	212.560.3026

kaank@thirteen.org 
	212.560.3005

leed@thirteen.org 
	


