NATURE
“Crash: A Tale of Two Species”

Sunday, February 10, 2008
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
– First HD Documentary From Emmy-Winning Filmmaker Allison Argo Shows Interconnection of Two Awe-Inspiring Creatures –

The humble horseshoe crab is an evolutionary marvel, virtually unchanged over the course of 350 million years. The small red knot shorebird each year undertakes one of the longest migrations of any species on Earth. The intersection of these two unassuming creatures and our role in their continued survival are shown in breathtaking footage, from the tip of South America to the Arctic, when NATURE “Crash: A Tale of Two Species” airs Sunday, February 10, 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. The film, available in high definition, is produced, written, directed and narrated by Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Allison Argo (“Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History,” “The Urban Elephant”). 

The horseshoe crab’s annual spring spawning on the shores of the Delaware Bay produces millions of eggs, which in turn provide an essential refueling stop for the red knot on its 10,000-mile journey from its wintering grounds in Tierra del Fuego to its breeding grounds in the Arctic. In addition, scientists have discovered that the blood of the horseshoe crab provides an indispensable testing agent for human medicines, as well as resources for human optics and burn treatment.  

But it wasn’t until biologists observed an alarming drop in red knot numbers that they realized the horseshoe crab population had plummeted as well. The numbers of crabs, the bait of choice for mid-Atlantic eel and conch fisheries, have fallen by two-thirds since 1990. 

NATURE visits scientists who are leading the way at conservation efforts for both species and goes to a Charleston, South Carolina, lab where the crabs are bled — their blue blood contains copper, not iron — before being released back into their waters.   

Now in its 26th season on PBS, NATURE has won more than 400 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. In 2007, the series won Emmy Awards for “Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History” and “Christmas in Yellowstone.”  

Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Toyota, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producers: Argo Films and Thirteen/WNET New York. Producer/director/writer/narrator: Allison Argo. Series executive producer: Fred Kaufman. Executive in charge: William Grant. Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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■ Last year, to celebrate the series’ silver anniversary, NATURE launched a redesigned and expanded Web site (pbs.org/nature). In addition to the weekly video podcasts, new features include a newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows and more. NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and online, range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes.

