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“American Eagle”

Sunday, November 16, 2008 
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET 

– HD Film Tracks the Dramatic Life of the Bald Eagle in the Wild –

Everything about them is big. Their wings can span eight feet. Their nests weigh up to a ton. They can fly with a fawn in their talons. Unique to North America, the bald eagle is the nation’s most recognizable aerial predator, with a shocking white head, electric yellow beak and penetrating eyes.

NATURE “American Eagle,” airing Sunday, November 16, 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS, will showcase the lives of our national symbol in striking detail. The film is the second collaboration between Neil Rettig and Emmy-winning filmmaker John Rubin, following NATURE “Raptor Force.” The master of raptor cinematography, Rettig is capturing some eagle behaviors for the first time, including successful hunting and breeding. 

With lipstick cameras high in a wild eagle nest, Rettig captures an unprecedented view of eaglets’ first days of life. “American Eagle” is nothing less than the definitive story of the most emblematic predator in the United States.  

“We know the bald eagle as a symbol both majestic and powerful, but never before have we witnessed the struggles of their individual lives,” says Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “This is a story of individual perseverance and courage and the endurance and resilience of an entire species.”  

In the 1960s, the bald eagle was on the brink of extinction caused by the pesticide DDT and other human pressures. Following their protection as an endangered species, bald eagles have come roaring back. But even in the best of times, it’s a surprisingly tough struggle to maintain a one-ton home and raise chicks until they can hunt on their own. “American Eagle” is an intimate portrait of these magnificent raptors’ lives in the wild from birth. Footage includes scenes of rare aerial “play,” harrowing sibling rivalry, chick-rearing rituals and hunting routines. 
NATURE has won nearly 450 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community and environmental organizations, including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for “Silence of the Bees.”
Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., SC Johnson, Toyota, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producers: John Rubin Productions, Inc., Neil Rettig Productions, Inc., and Thirteen/WNET New York. Executive producer: Fred Kaufman. Executive in charge: William Grant. Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
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CONTACT: Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212-560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; kaank@thirteen.org 
Donald Lee, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212-560-3005; leed@thirteen.org  
■ NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and at NATURE online (pbs.org/nature), range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes.  

