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NATURE “Is That Skunk?”
Sunday, February 28, 2010
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– NATURE Raises Its Nose to Ask, Is That Skunk? –
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	Skunk
Credit:  Jerry Dragoo


It’s a familiar but mysterious creature in woods and neighborhoods all across America. Its infamous weapon is one of the most awful scents in all of nature. Now, intrepid researchers and cameramen track skunks day and night across California, New Mexico, Ohio, even Martha’s Vineyard, uncovering how they hunt, forage, mate and raise amazingly cute baby skunks — all the things they’re up to when they’re not spraying the local dog. 

NATURE “Is That Skunk?” encores Sunday, February 28, 2010, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. And yes, the remarkable secrets of that stink will be revealed!

“There’s more to skunks than meets the nose,” says Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “The truth is they are actually sensitive, communal creatures with little interest in interacting with anyone.” 

The one man born for the job of unraveling the potent mystery is evolutionary biologist Jerry Dragoo of the University of New Mexico. As an undergraduate, about 25 years ago, his assignment was to trap and analyze skunks. Dragoo sat by the cage patiently with one of his captured creatures, when suddenly he felt a drizzle, like rain. His subject had both ends pointed at him, yet there was no telltale smell. That was, until Dragoo returned to class a couple of days later and was kicked out of the building. It turns out that Dragoo’s skunk was indeed “fully loaded,” but its researcher had virtually no sense of smell!

Much like Dragoo, skunks are in a class by themselves. Often mistaken as relatives of the weasel, DNA studies have shown they’re from their own unique family branch of carnivores dubbed Mephitidae, after a word meaning “stink.” While people are most familiar with the striped skunk, three other species live in North America — the hog nosed, hooded and spotted skunks. Dragoo has studied them all.

NATURE has won more than 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for “The Silence of the Bees” and received two Emmy nominations, for “Crash: A Tale of Two Species” and “White Falcon, White Wolf.”  

■ NATURE online (pbs.org/nature) is the award-winning web companion to the broadcast series and is spearheading NATURE’s distribution to new media platforms. Online, visitors can stream full episodes of NATURE programs, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube) and find interactive content, teacher lesson plans and more. Viewers can join NATURE on Facebook (Facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (Twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
Don’t miss selected PBS programs streaming free online, the day after broadcast, on the PBS Video Portal (pbs.org/video/).
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