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NATURE “Fellowship of the Whales”
Sunday, April 25, 2010
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– NATURE Explores a Coming-of-Age Story About a Humpback Whale; Program Available for Streaming at pbs.org/nature –
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	Two breaching humpback whales off the coast of Maui. 

Credit: ©2008 (Dr. Dan Salden/Hawaii Whale Research Foundation) under NMFS Research Permit No. 587-1767-01


To breach or not to breach. Or more important, how to breach and when to breach. These are key questions for a young humpback whale as she spends her first year learning the lessons of whale life from her mother. NATURE journeys with the young whale from the warm, subtropical waters of Hawaii to the cold, bountiful seas off the coast of Alaska, as she finds her way and takes her place in the world of humpbacks. NATURE “Fellowship of the Whales” airs Sunday, April 25, 2010, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Academy Award-winning actor F. Murray Abraham narrates the program which is available for streaming at pbs.org/nature.
“Fellowship of the Whales” begins in the calving grounds for humpbacks, off the coast of Hawaii, where a mother whale gives birth to a baby she has carried for nearly 12 months, and which now weighs a ton and a half. Hawaii is the winter home of humpbacks, where the warm waters and protected bays and coves give shelter to newborn calves and their mothers. It is here that the baby whale will take her first breath and learn to use her flippers and tail to communicate with other whales, to protect herself and to proclaim her presence in the world.

This is also where the humpbacks mate — and males fight for females with whom to mate. Young mothers move away from the danger zone with their newborns as huge males show off for females and jostle with other males for the best positions, defending a chosen female from the others. Behind a cloud of bubbles, the dominant male will father a calf. 

Feeding on her mother’s milk, the young female grows quickly, gaining about a hundred pounds a day. When she is ready, she and her mother will join a long procession of whales heading 2,500 miles north to summer feeding grounds. Food is not concentrated enough in Hawaiian waters to satisfy humpback whales; while the calf has been gaining weight, her mother has been losing it — she hasn’t fed for more than four months.  

Along the way are more lessons to learn, including all the dangers of the open sea. When the calf and her mother arrive, she will learn how humpbacks cooperate in this new environment to take full advantage of the superabundance of whale food available here. For the summer, all of the whales will feast on krill and herring, one enormous mouthful after another. By November, the whales begin their return to the south.

The young female is twice as long and eight times as heavy as when her journey began. When mother and daughter reach Hawaii, the mother will mate again and the calf will be on her own, putting to good use all that she has learned, ready to take her place in the fellowship of whales. 

NATURE has won more than 450 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for “Silence of the Bees” and received two Emmy nominations for “Crash: A Tale of Two Species” and “White Falcon, White Wolf.”

■ NATURE online (pbs.org/nature), the award-winning Web companion to the broadcast series, invites viewers to watch previous programs and get updates about the series. Viewers can sound off about issues explored on NATURE, take polls and share animal photos with the NATURE community, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube) and find interactive content, teacher lesson plans and more. Viewers can join NATURE on Facebook (Facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (Twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Public Television Viewers and PBS 

Co-producers: Ocean Planet Images and YNR Marketing in association with Australian Broadcast Corporation
Executive producer: Fred Kaufman
Executive in charge: William Grant
Series producer: WNET.ORG for PBS
Format: CC 5.1 Surround Sound HD (16:9)
Online: ​pbs.org
– PBS –

CONTACTS: Donald Lee, WNET.ORG, 212-560-3005; leed@wnet.org 
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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