[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]DIA INFORMATION



[image: image4.png]




Press Contact:

Donald Lee, WNET.ORG
212.560.3005, LeeD@wnet.org 
Press Materials: pbs.org/pressroom or thirteen.org/pressroom 
THIRTEEN’s Nature celebrates the life and legacy of an extraordinary elephant in Echo: An Elephant to Remember, October 17 on PBS
Watch full episodes and connect with viewers at Nature Online (pbs.org/nature).
Not everyone is a born leader.  To inspire others to follow you, one must have the wisdom, experience, heart, and determination to provide for them, to keep them safe, and to teach them the things they need to know to make their way in the world.  Echo grew to possess all of these strengths and more in her remarkable life as matriarch of a family of elephants in Kenya’s Amboseli National Park.  As the most studied elephant in the world, she also taught us.  Through tragedies and triumphs, her story provided incredible insights into the intense loyalties and deep caring that are so fundamental to all elephants.  She captured the hearts of millions and was the subject of several books and documentaries, including two Nature films
Echo died of natural causes at the age of 65 in May of 2009.  The family she left behind grieves her loss while struggling against the worst drought ever recorded in Amboseli.  The challenges that face them are beyond anything they have experienced before.  Yet they have all that Echo taught them to help them survive.  Even as they learn to live without her, she will be their guide.  It is her final gift to them.  What remains to be seen is what they will do with that gift.  In this final chapter of Echo’s story, Nature looks back at her remarkable journey, and takes a look ahead at the future awaiting her family in Echo: An Elephant to Remember, premiering Sunday, October 17, 2010 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  This poignant portrait pieces together watershed moments in Echo’s life and examines the plight of her fragmented family in the wake of her death.  With rich archival footage and candid observations from those who knew Echo well, the story of the "E" family of elephants comes alive.  Featured interviews include elephant expert Cynthia Moss, who studied Echo and her family for nearly 40 years, and award-winning filmmaker Martyn Colbeck, who was there with Moss to film good times and bad, creating a record of Echo’s life we all can share.
Currently in its 29th Season, Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG – one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers.
“Nature had the privilege of introducing Echo to American audiences 17 years ago,” said Fred Kaufman, Series Executive Producer.  “Ever since then, our viewers have been captivated by her story.  She was among those rare wild animals whose well-documented lives demonstrate the diplomacy, leadership and emotional intelligence of her kind.  Thanks to Echo, our understanding of elephants has grown immeasurably.”

For decades, Colbeck has been filming while Moss and her colleagues have studied and watched Echo and her family.  Gradually, Moss and Colbeck gained the trust of Echo’s family and were able to share at close range some of the most intimate moments of the elephants’ lives.  Together, they reflect on Echo’s life and the impact of her death on her family.  Some of their recollections include Echo’s dedication in caring for her newborn son, Ely, who overcame his crippling condition thanks to her patience and perseverance.  They also recall Echo’s heartbreaking decision to abandon her mortally-wounded daughter, Erin, in order to save Erin’s young calf, Email.  They laugh over memories of Echo’s mischievous baby daughter, Ebony, and marvel at one of Echo’s defining moments as a leader, when she rallied her sisters to rescue Ebony when she was kidnapped by a rival clan. 
Now, without Echo’s guidance, her family is left to cope with the devastating effects of Amboseli’s drought.  The elephants must find their way on their own as food and water disappear, grazing animals weaken and die in large numbers, and the drought continues for three scorching years.  Elephant mothers cannot feed their calves and can barely keep themselves alive.  Older, experienced females in other elephant families die, and valuable family wisdom is lost with them.  But not one of Echo’s valuable adults dies in the drought.  All that Echo taught them is with them still, in death as in life.  It is a remarkable achievement, the final test of her role as their matriarch, and her greatest legacy.
Nature’s Echo: An Elephant to Remember is a production of Mike Birkhead Associates and THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG.  Produced and Directed by Mike Birkhead.  Available in HD.  Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer.  William Grant is Executive-in-Charge.  Major corporate support for Nature is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc.  Additional support is provided by the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust and by the nation’s public television stations.

Nature has won nearly 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees and received an Emmy nomination for Victoria Falls.

Nature Online (pbs.org/nature) is the award-winning web companion to the broadcast series and is spearheading Nature’s distribution to new media platforms.   At Nature Online, visitors can stream full episodes of Nature programs, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube), and find fun interactive content, teacher lesson plans, and more.  Join Nature on Facebook (Facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (Twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
About WNET.ORG

New York public media company WNET.ORG is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET.ORG brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead,  Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack, Miffy and Friends, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences.  Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET.ORG serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects.  In all that it does, WNET.ORG pursues a single, overarching goal – to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world.  For more information, visit www.wnet.org.
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