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THIRTEEN’s Nature profiles a perfect predator in 
Revealing the Leopard, November 21, 2010 on PBS
Get to know other big cats and watch episodes online at pbs.org/nature.
Leopards may be slower than cheetahs and weaker than lions, but they are more successful than either of them, or any other big cat.  Their populations inhabit territories that cover nearly half the world, and while nobody knows exactly how many leopards there are, it is estimated that there are roughly ten times more of them than all the lions, tigers, and cheetahs added together.  Their success relies on cunning and stealth, and on their unique ability to adapt.  As survivors, predators, teachers and parents, they are very clever cats.

Their numbers are surprising to most of us because, unlike bears or wolves, they are one of only a few large predators able to live so close to us while remaining so unnoticed.  Yet they are all around us, living in the shadows, not only among the villages of Africa, but also on the outskirts of large cities like Beijing, Jakarta and Mumbai, and in the rice paddies and farms of Southeast Asia.
Leopards like their lives to be private, and until recently, relatively little has been known about them.  But one remarkable cat developed a tolerance to being filmed and one day began to allow the cameras to follow her to her den.  Following the story of this mother leopard and her two cubs, as well as observing other leopards around the world, the incredibly private and vulnerable lives of these extraordinary cats are revealed.  Nature grants unique access to their secretive world in Revealing the Leopard, premiering Sunday, November 21 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  After the broadcast, the program will be available for viewing at Nature Online www.pbs.org/nature.   
Currently in its 29th Season, Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG – one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers.
Nature is able to watch the mother leopard raise her cubs from their very first days.  She must keep moving and be ever vigilant to keep them safe from predators like hyenas, lions, baboons, and even other leopards.  She teaches her cubs the most important rules from the start:  fear your enemies, slink into the shadows, make no noise, hide and let no one see you.  For the rest of their lives, these lessons will be the difference between life and death.  Forgetting them will be fatal, as one of the cubs will learn.
Interspersed with the leopard family story are vignettes of leopards from around the globe.  The film takes a look at small Arabian leopards in the Middle Eastern deserts of Oman, Amur leopards in the snowy mountains of the Siberian Himalayas, and leopards living around farms and villages in India.  The shared history of leopards and humans is also explored.  We are ancient enemies, which may help to protect us even today.  Leopards have learned that the best defense against us is not to attack and kill us, though they could easily do so, but rather to slip into the shadows and remain unseen.  Wherever in the world they have found themselves, these ancient instincts have served them well.  Despite habitat loss caused by growing human populations and urban centers, they have continued to prosper using their wits and their wisdom, ancient cats making the best of it in the modern world.  
Nature’s Revealing the Leopard is a co-production of THIRTEEN and BBC in association with WNET.ORG.  Written and Edited by Mark Fletcher.  Available in HD.  Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer.  William Grant is Executive-in-Charge.  Major corporate support for Nature is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc. Additional support is provided by the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and by the nation’s public television stations.
Nature has won nearly 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  Most recently, the series won a Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees and received an Emmy nomination for Victoria Falls.

Nature Online (pbs.org/nature) is the award-winning web companion to the broadcast series and is spearheading Nature’s distribution to new media platforms.   At Nature Online, visitors can stream full episodes of Nature programs, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube), and find fun interactive content, teacher lesson plans, and more.  Join Nature on Facebook (Facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (Twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
###

About WNET.ORG

New York public media company WNET.ORG is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET.ORG brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead,  Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack, Miffy and Friends, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences.  Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET.ORG serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects.  In all that it does, WNET.ORG pursues a single, overarching goal – to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world.  For more information, visit www.wnet.org.
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