[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]Corporation
for Public
Broadcasting



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]DIA INFORMATION



[image: image5.png]




Press Contact:

Donald Lee, WNET
212.560.3005, LeeD@wnet.org 
Press Materials: pbs.org/pressroom or thirteen.org/pressroom
Facebook: facebook/PBSNature Twitter: @PBSNature
THIRTEEN’s Nature explores the significance

of perhaps the most iconic wildlife story ever told in
Elsa’s Legacy: The Born Free Story 
January 9, 2011 on PBS
Featuring George Adamson’s diary entries and rarely-seen home movies, 
film examines how the story of one lion changed the way we look at animals today
Watch full episodes at pbs.org/nature
The year 2010 marks the 50th anniversary of Joy Adamson’s milestone book, Born Free, a book that forever changed the way we think about wildlife.  The dramatic story of Joy and George Adamson becoming  surrogate parents of an orphaned lion cub named Elsa and her eventual release back into the wild sold millions of copies around the world, and the extraordinarily successful film based on the book went on to win two Academy Awards.  It was one of the earliest representations on film of animals as individuals, and had considerable repercussions in the world of conservation.  The idyllic story portrayed on film was far from reality.  Behind its romanticized depiction of Elsa and the Adamsons is the compelling story of the daring and controversial life two lovers of wildlife chose to live.  But it is also a celebration of how a simple act of kindness taught us all how to see animals in a brand new way. 
Elsa’s Legacy: The Born Free Story premieres Sunday, January 9, 2011 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  Nature goes behind the scenes of Born Free to examine the genesis and aftermath of this landmark story.  The documentary takes viewers through challenges in making Born Free and the real-life drama of the Adamsons as pioneering conservationists.  Nature will revisit the people featured in the movie and discuss the importance and dangers of their revolutionary views about animals.  Illuminated by George Adamson’s journal entries, archival home movies, and conversations with the Adamsons’ close confidants, the film reveals shifting attitudes about conservation and their impact on lions in Africa.  

Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG – one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers.
“This is an insider’s look at the world’s first environmental icon,” said Fred Kaufman, Series Executive Producer.  “There’s no question that Elsa became an ambassador of wildlife preservation because of the Adamsons and Born Free.  Looking at Elsa’s legacy, we’re able to see wildlife protection then and now and how one animal made a world of difference.” 

Published in 1960 and followed by a film and Academy Award-winning song of the same name in 1966, Born Free became a phenomenon that stimulated a worldwide interest in the plight of wild animals that still resonates today.  The many wildlife projects inspired by Born Free include the Elsa Conservation Trust, which propelled the Adamsons from maverick naturalists to global conservationists and the Born Free Foundation, founded by Bill Travers and Virginia McKenna, stars of the film.

After the triumph of Born Free, the Adamsons continued to rehabilitate wild animals in need.  Joy worked with leopards while George continued with lions, including three of the 24 lions who played Elsa in the movie. 
The Adamsons introduced the radical idea that wild animals should be treated as unique individuals and fostered the concept of saving lions by directly relating to them.  But the blissful bush paradise and Elsa’s rehabilitation described in the book and film are misleading.  Lion biologist Craig Packer explains:  “The idea of putting a lion back in the wild is actually pretty scary for the lion because the wild is not a safe, happy place.  It’s constant gang warfare… truly vicious and nasty.”  
The Adamsons’ approach to working with lions, although successful, left people vulnerable to unpredictable attacks.  For instance, McKenna broke an ankle when a lion jumped on her during the film’s pre-production.  But worse, a child was mauled and a wildlife reserve worker was killed by one of the lions that had been featured in the film, which changed the public perception of the Adamsons from wildlife heroes to eccentrics in the bush.  In the words of David Attenborough, “Born Free is a myth and it is a lovely encouraging myth that we are at one with nature and that nothing awful ever happens.  Death and destruction and pain and agony is not part of that myth.  It happens to be part of the natural world.” 
In a dark twist ending to the Adamsons’ extraordinary lives, Joy was brutally murdered by a disgruntled staff member at her reserve.  And nearly 10 years after Joy’s death, George was gunned down by poachers and bandits who wanted to shut down his camp.
Since the heyday of Born Free, experts estimate Africa’s lion population has plummeted by 80-90%, partly due to the ever-increasing human population that shares their habitat.  But their loss would have an impact across the ecosystem, and with only about 20,000 lions left now, the pressure is on to save them.  
Despite criticism of their work, the Adamsons developed intriguing insights about animal behavior and laid the foundation for future conservationist efforts.  Before them, no one had attempted or knew how to rehabilitate a domesticated wild animal.  Their ground-breaking experiment with Elsa profoundly transformed our view of the natural world.  As McKenna says, “Elsa’s life and her death and her relationship with George and Joy Adamson have had an impact beyond description….  Through the Adamsons’ life with [Elsa] the whole understanding of human beings to individual animals began.”
Nature’s Elsa’s Legacy: The Born Free Story is a production of Brian Leith Productions, THIRTEEN, and BBC in association with WNET.ORG.  Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET.ORG for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer.  William Grant is Executive-in-Charge.  
Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated throughout cable and broadcast TV.  Throughout the series’ history, Nature has brought the natural world into the homes of millions of viewers.  The series has been consistently among the most-watched primetime series on public television.  

Nature has won nearly 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  In October of 2010, the series won the Christopher Parsons Outstanding Achievement Award, given to “an organization or individual that has made a globally significant contribution to wildlife filmmaking, conservation and/or the public’s understanding of the environment.”  The award, given by the Wildscreen Festival in Bristol, England, is one of the wildlife film industry’s highest honors.  
Nature Online (pbs.org/nature) is the award-winning web companion to the broadcast series and is spearheading Nature’s distribution to new media platforms.  At Nature Online, visitors can stream full episodes of Nature programs, watch behind-the-scenes video exclusives with filmmakers and producers (also available at iTunes), view program excerpts (also available on YouTube), and find fun interactive content, teacher lesson plans, and more.  Join Nature on Facebook (facebook.com/PBSNature) and follow the series on Twitter (twitter.com/PBSNature) to keep up with the latest videos, photos, program alerts and more.
Major corporate support for Nature is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc.  Additional support is provided by the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and by the nation’s public television stations.    
###
About WNET.ORG

New York public media company WNET.ORG is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET.ORG brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead,  Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack, Miffy and Friends, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences.  Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET.ORG serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects.  In all that it does, WNET.ORG pursues a single, overarching goal – to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world.  For more information, visit www.wnet.org.
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