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THIRTEEN’s Nature premieres 
The Himalayas, February 13, 2011 on PBS
Explore the breathtaking beauty of the world’s highest peaks

Watch full episodes at pbs.org/nature
The Himalayas are defined by superlatives.  They defy both description and comprehension while at the same time teaching us about the awesome power and grandeur of nature.  Born during the ice ages, they form the highest mountain range in the world, and reach across Asia for two thousand miles.  The mountains themselves are considered sacred, and the rivers that spring from them are worshipped as holy.  Their great beauty may appear cold and forbidding, but the Himalayas are actually rich with a surprising array of plants and animals.  Snow leopards, red pandas, Asiatic black bears, musk deer, snub-nosed monkeys, Tibetan foxes and high-flying birds live here, as well as enormous goat-like creatures that may have been the source of the original Golden Fleece for which Jason and the Argonauts searched.  These majestic mountains are where the Earth meets the sky.  Nature’s The Himalayas premieres on Sunday, February 13 at 8 p.m. (ET) on PBS (check local listings).  After broadcast, the program will stream at pbs.org/nature.  
Currently in its 29th Season, Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET – one of America’s most prolific and respected public media providers.
The film travels the entire mountain range from west to east, though the seasons, exploring the variety of ways life manages to thrive in the extreme habitats the mountains offer.  Eagles and wolves rely on teamwork, as many of the predators here do.  Honey bees build their hives on rock faces of hundred-foot cliffs.  Bar-headed geese have developed blood with special hemoglobin to allow them to fly above the Himalayas, where the air becomes dangerously thin.  High-altitude spiders add jumping and mountaineering skills to their repertoire to help them catch their dinner.  And snakes survive the arctic conditions by making their home in hot springs. 

The great valleys in the mountains draw warm wet air in from the tropics, creating rainforests at eight thousand feet, each one a tropical paradise like the mythical Shangri-La.  Here one can find tropical birds and monkeys, elephants, and fragrant flowers that we have come to associate with western gardens, though they originated here, in the Himalayas.

In many cultures, the mountains and the rivers that flow from them and through them are sacred.  Three of Asia’s greatest rivers, the Indus, the Ganges, and the Yarlung, can trace their source to Mount Kailash, which is considered a holy peak.  Priests, monks, and all manner of holy men make pilgrimages to the mountain, where prayers poles and paper prayers called “wind horses” reach toward the mountain peaks and the gods believed to reside there.  Another kind of pilgrim also seeks bliss in the mountains.  Climbers from around the world risk all to achieve the summit of Everest, pushing themselves to reach physical and spiritual heights only a few of the luckiest and most motivated will ever know.
The Himalayas are a source of faith, of inspiration and of life to those who live in their shadow, feel their power, and receive their bounty.  The cultures that understand the mountains say they teach them that all life is connected.  It is an ancient lesson of interdependence, the enduring forces of nature, and the fragility of each life.
Nature’s The Himalayas is a co-production of THIRTEEN and BBC in association with WNET.ORG.  Written and edited by Mark Fletcher.  Nature is a production of THIRTEEN in association with WNET for PBS.  Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer.  William Grant is Executive-in-Charge.  

Nature pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry.  Throughout the series’ history, Nature has brought the natural world into the homes of millions of viewers.  The series has been consistently among the most-watched primetime series on public television.  

Nature has won nearly 600 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities, and environmental organizations – including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.  In October of 2010, the series won the Christopher Parsons Outstanding Achievement Award, given to “an organization or individual that has made a globally significant contribution to wildlife filmmaking, conservation and/or the public’s understanding of the environment.”  The award, given by the Wildscreen Festival in Bristol, England, is one of the wildlife film industry’s highest honors.  
PBS.org/nature is the award-winning web companion to Nature featuring streaming episodes, teacher’s guides and more.

Major corporate support for Nature is provided by Canon U.S.A., Inc.  Additional support is provided by the Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and by the nation’s public television stations.    
###
About WNET

New York public media company WNET is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead, Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Visions, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack, Miffy and Friends, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences.  Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects.  In all that it does, WNET pursues a single, overarching goal – to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world.  For more information, visit www.wnet.org.
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