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Fergus Beeley

Wildlife Filmmaker
Fergus Beeley has had an interest and a passion for wildlife ever since he was a child.  He started his career in television in 1988, after a short spell in Her Majesty’s British Armed Forces and at University of Durham (1982-85).  Beeley retained his interest in animals and his driving sense of boyhood curiosity and adventure. 
In 1988, Beeley joined BBC’s Natural History Unit in Bristol, UK, as a researcher.  By 1990, he was filming in all remote corners of the former Soviet Union, including the Tien Shan mountains on the border with China, the deserts bordering Iran and Afghanistan, the wastes of Siberia, the arctic, and the forgotten land of Kamchatka in the Far East.  The result was an award-winning major series for PBS and BBC called Realms of the Russian Bear (1992).
In the late 1990s, with many award-winning single films under his belt as producer, Beeley joined the team to make the blue-chip blockbuster The Life of Birds (1998) with Sir David Attenborough for PBS and BBC. 
Beeley started to present and author his own films at the turn of the millennium, when the broadcasters noticed his genuine enthusiasm for the subject in front of the camera.  Beeley enjoys the challenge of making films on the more elusive wild creatures.  Five years ago, Beeley produced the award-winning PBS Nature film White Falcon, White Wolf (2006) about a pack of white wolves and a family of falcons on Ellesmere Island in the Canadian high arctic.
He is currently back in the Canadian High Arctic making a film about snowy owls, another one of his favorite birds.
With four wonderful children and a very patient wife, Beeley enjoys riding his toboggan on the Cresta Run in St Moritz, Switzerland, and practicing the ancient art of falconry.

Michael Wallace, Ph.D.

Wildlife Scientist, San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research
Michael (Mike) Wallace, Ph.D., has served as a wildlife scientist for the San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research, Applied Animal Ecology Division, since 1989.  He coordinates the reintroduction program of the endangered California condor in Baja California, Mexico.  He is the California condor species coordinator for the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and served as the California Condor Recovery Program team leader for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for more than a decade.
Dr. Wallace received a bachelor’s degree in wildlife science from Unity College (Unity, Maine) in 1973.  He earned a master’s degree in wildlife ecology at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, in 1979, followed by a doctorate degree in wildlife ecology in 1985.  He has participated in numerous field research projects throughout North and South America and has extensive experience in techniques for wildlife capture, marking, and census.
In addition to working with California and Andean condors, Dr. Wallace has worked extensively with both diurnal and nocturnal raptors for more than 40 years as a falconer.  His extensive experience includes working with harpy eagles in managed care and in the wild.

Cari Clements

Senior Animal Trainer, San Diego Zoo
As a child, Cari Clements was always interested in talking to animals and quickly learned that training was a way to do so.  Originally from San Diego, California, Clements graduated from Purdue University with a bachelor’s degree in biology and psychology.  She worked as a field biologist on several endangered bird species projects and fell in love with bird behavior.  After working at a zoo bird show, she found her passion in interacting with animals and inspiring the public to conserve nature.

In 2002, Clements moved to Florida to join a company specializing in animal behavior and bird shows.  For 10 years, she produced and presented free-flight bird shows across the country, consulted on animal behavior at zoological institutions around the world, appeared numerous times on local and national television, presented papers at training conferences and bird clubs, and was an instructor at training workshops. 

Through this company, Clements found herself back in San Diego on a contract basis, producing one of the largest free-flight bird shows of its kind.  At the end of the contract, she left the company to stay in her hometown and join the San Diego Zoo as a senior animal trainer. Clements is a member of the International Association of Avian Trainers and Educators and the Animal Behavior Management Alliance and is on the Natural Encounters Conservation Fund, Inc. board of directors.

Fred Kaufman

Executive Producer, Nature
For two decades, Fred Kaufman has been a leading executive in the natural history genre.  As the executive producer of the acclaimed Nature series, Kaufman has won multiple Emmy and Peabody Awards and has overseen the series from 1991 to the present.  During his tenure, Nature has been honored with more than 600 industry awards, and in 2010, he accepted the Outstanding Achievement Award from the prestigious Wildscreen Film Festival in Bristol, England.  It was the first time in the 20-year history of the festival that the award was presented to an American series.  In 2009, Kaufman was executive producer of The Legend of Pale Male, an award-winning feature documentary that chronicled the legendary hawk that nested on a New York Fifth Avenue building and the life-changing events that followed.

Many of Nature’s most memorable presentations have been produced under Kaufman’s stewardship including Bears of the Last Frontier; Christmas in Yellowstone; Deep Jungle; AFRICA; Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air; Dogs That Changed the World; Inside the Animal Mind; Echo: An Elephant to Remember; and Cloud: Wild Stallion of the Rockies.

In 2006, Kaufman won a George Foster Peabody Award for The Queen of Trees, a high-definition portrait of the relationship between the tiny fig wasp and the giant fig tree.  In 2008, Kaufman won a second Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees, which looked at the global crises of the disappearing honeybees.  
In 2007, he wrote and co-produced The Best of Nature: 25 Years, a successful fundraising show for PBS that looked back at the highlights of the series’ first 25 years.  In 2002, he created and executive produced an urban wildlife series for kids called Wild TV.  And in 1994, he executive produced a series of celebrity wildlife specials called In the Wild.  Memorable shows from that series included Dolphins With Robin Williams, In the Lion’s Den With Anthony Hopkins, Elephants With Goldie Hawn, and Orangutans With Julia Roberts, which won a Genesis Award for best PBS documentary.

To develop and fund programming, Kaufman has forged major international co-production partnerships with the BBC and National Geographic Television, and he has collaborated with the Monterey Bay Aquarium and the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.  He continues to work with filmmakers and scientists from around the world.

Kaufman is a member of the Director’s Guild of America and the Writer’s Guild of America.  He is a graduate of the State University of New York at Binghamton and is a resident of Westchester, New York. 

Toruk
Harpy Eagle, San Diego Zoo’s Animal Ambassador
The San Diego Zoo has been home to harpy eagles since 1987, during which 15 eagles have hatched.  Two of these eagles were released into their native habitat in Panama.  The San Diego Zoo was the first and, until 2010, the only zoo to successfully raise this species of raptor in the United States.  The Zoo is currently home to two harpy eagles including Toruk, a three-year-old male who is currently acting as an animal ambassador.  Toruk’s role is to provide an up-close encounter with San Diego Zoo guests, helping his trainers share conservation messages about this rare eagle.
The harpy eagle is the largest raptor in the Americas and one of the strongest in the world.  With excellent eyesight, incredibly strong talons, a shorter wingspan, and a long tail to duck and dive through trees, this eagle is well equipped for hunting in the Central and South American rainforest.  It preys on other birds, reptiles, and small mammals such as monkeys and sloths.  The harpy eagle nests in tall trees and raises its young for more than a year.
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