[image: 1.5 TB Drive_WHITEHILL:Communications:NATURE top_3.jpg]

Media Contact: Donald Lee / 212.560.3005 /LeeD@wnet.org 

Press Materials: pbs.org/pressroom or thirteen.org/pressroom 
Facebook: facebook/PBSNature  Twitter: @PBSNature
Website: pbs.org/nature

Nature: Magic of the Snowy Owl
Production Biographies

Fred Kaufman
Executive Producer, Nature

For two decades, Fred Kaufman has been a leading executive in the natural history genre.  As the executive producer of the acclaimed Nature series, Kaufman has won multiple Emmy and Peabody Awards and has overseen the series from 1991 to the present.  During his tenure, Nature has been honored with more than 600 industry awards.  Recently, Kaufman was named the recipient of the 2012 International Wildlife Film Festival’s Lifetime Achievement Award for Media.  In 2011, he was honored with the coveted Grand Teton Award for Broken Tail: A Tiger’s Last Journey, the festival’s highest honor, given at the Jackson Wildlife Film Festival.  In 2010, he accepted the Outstanding Achievement Award from the prestigious Wildscreen Film Festival in Bristol, England.  It was the first time in the 20-year history of the festival that the award was presented to an American series.  In 2009, Kaufman was executive producer of The Legend of Pale Male, an award-winning feature documentary that chronicled the legendary hawk that nested on a New York Fifth Avenue building and the life-changing events that followed.

Many of Nature’s most memorable presentations have been produced under Kaufman’s stewardship, including Bears of the Last Frontier; Christmas in Yellowstone; Deep Jungle; AFRICA; Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air; Dogs That Changed the World; Inside the Animal Mind; Echo: An Elephant to Remember; and Cloud: Wild Stallion of the Rockies.

In 2006, Kaufman won a George Foster Peabody Award for The Queen of Trees, a high-definition portrait of the relationship between the tiny fig wasp and the giant fig tree.  In 2008, Kaufman won a second Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees, which looked at the global crisis of the disappearing honeybees.  

In 2007, he wrote and co-produced The Best of Nature: 25 Years, a successful fundraising show for PBS that looked back at the highlights of the series’ first 25 years.  In 2002, he created and executive produced an urban wildlife series for kids called Wild TV.  And in 1994, he executive produced a series of wildlife specials, called In the Wild, featuring celebrities.  Memorable shows from that series included Dolphins With Robin Williams, In the Lion’s Den With Anthony Hopkins, Elephants With Goldie Hawn, and Orangutans With Julia Roberts, which won a Genesis Award for best PBS documentary.

To develop and fund programming, Kaufman has forged major international co-production partnerships with the BBC and National Geographic Television, and he has collaborated with the Monterey Bay Aquarium and the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park.  He continues to work with filmmakers and scientists from around the world.

Kaufman is a member of the Director’s Guild of America and the Writer’s Guild of America.  He is a graduate of the State University of New York at Binghamton and is a resident of Westchester, New York.

Michael Male
Filmmaker/Cinematographer, Magic of the Snowy Owl

Michael Male’s senior thesis at university was the natural history film Ternwatch, which he produced for the Great Gull Island Project of the American Museum of Natural History.  The half-hour film focuses on a long-term effort to monitor a tern colony, and chronicles the nesting cycle of the terns.
  
Since then Male has spent over 30 years filming natural history subjects, and research projects, from the tropics to the arctic. In the wild he’s spent months crouched in blinds using telephoto lenses, and hours on his knees with macro lenses, to capture animal behavior, often for the first time.  For carefully controlled laboratory filming of invertebrates, fish and small mammals, Male has built custom sets that mimic the natural world. Some of these mini ecosystems have run successfully for more than a year — so entire life cycles could be filmed. He’s well-versed in the creative application of time lapse, slow motion, night vision, infrared, probe lens, gyro stabilized and remote camera techniques.
  
Partnered with his wife Judy Fieth, he has produced, shot and edited natural history films, centered around research projects, that have been broadcast by National Geographic Television and Nature and Nova. They also make films for museums and education centers. Their productions are popular with science educators as well as general audiences. During the past 20 years, their independently produced labor of love has been a series of filmed guides to the birds of North America. They have filmed natural history portraits of about 300 species and currently are working on the waterfowl and shorebird groups.

As a freelance cinematographer for the BBC Natural History Unit, Male has contributed to many of the BBC’s major nature series during the last decade, including David Attenborough’s Life of Birds, Life of Mammals, Life in Cold Blood, Blue Planet, Planet Earth and Life. Male was also a cinematographer for the 10-hour evolution series Triumph of Life and the four-hour series Reptiles, both on Nature.  

He was nominated for an Emmy Award in cinematography for his work on Crash: A Tale of Two Species, a film that followed red knots (shorebirds) and the scientists who study them on their annual migration between Patagonia and the Arctic.
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Francie Krawcke
Raptor Program Director. Leslie Science & Nature Center (LSNC)
 
Francie Krawcke has worked at the Leslie Science & Nature Center (LSNC) in Ann Arbor, Michigan, since 2002 and is the Raptor Program Director.  Her primary focus is working directly with the center’s 14 injured birds of prey who are not releasable into the wild and who make Leslie Science & Nature Center their home.  

Krawcke has more than 15 years of experience in bird training and handling and has worked with over 20 different species of raptors in 35 different states and two countries. Trained as an interpreter at Northern Michigan University, she worked for the Michigan State Park system as a naturalist, was the Copper Harbor Lighthouse Keeper for Michigan Historical Center, and was an environmental educator at Sarette Nature Center. Krawcke also worked for the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota and was a curator and educator at the Center for Birds of Prey in South Carolina. 

During her tenure, Krawcke was instrumental in establishing the LSNC raptor program, training a flying team consisting of peregrine falcon, red-tailed hawk, barn owl and bald eagle. Most recently, she piloted a program for high school physics classes called Physics in Flight, a flying program using LSNC’s red-tailed hawk and bald eagle. Using Newton’s Laws of Motion, her raptor staff worked with students to calculate velocity.  She also created Raptor Respect, a six-week program for adjudicated youth. 

Krawcke has presented at the International Association of Avian Trainers and Educators, the National Association of Interpretation and at Michigan Science Teacher conferences.    

Dody Wyman
Founder and Executive Director, River Raisin Raptor Center

Dody Wyman has been involved in wildlife rehabilitation since 1984 and has specialized in raptors since 1990.  She has presented papers on various aspects of raptor rehabilitation nationally and internationally.  Wyman served on the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council Board of Directors for 10 years, four of them as president.  She is the founder and executive director of the River Raisin Raptor Center in Manchester, Michigan.  

The River Raisin Raptor Center played a large role in the growth of the Leslie Science & Nature Center’s raptor program. Forming a partnership in 2006 with Francie Krawcke, Wyman donated her existing educational raptors to the Leslie Science & Nature Center. As the center’s raptor outreach programs have grown, Wyman has continued to work with Krawcke and her staff as training consultant.

Snowy Owl
Animal Ambassador, Leslie Science & Nature Center (LSNC)

This bird was one of thousands of young snowy owls who headed south late last fall/early winter in search of food. The lemming population in the tundra, where snowies are typically found, went through a cycle of low reproduction, which happens every few years. The stronger adults force the youngsters out of their territory, since there isn’t enough food to support the whole population.
 
He was found in November 2011 near Muskegon, Michigan, with a punctured right eye.  He may have been hit by a car, he may have flown into a barbed wire fence, he may have had a fight with another predator. He was taken to Braveheart Raptor Rehabilitation Center in Twin Lake, Michigan. Founder and director Susan Stamy, along with her veterinarian, prescribed a course of treatment for the traumatized eye and opted to take a wait- and-see approach.
 
Colleague Dody Wyman, from the River Raisin Raptor Center, was aware that Leslie Science & Nature Center was hoping to acquire a snowy owl for its raptor outreach program. The snowy was transferred to Wyman, who continued to medicate the eye. The bird will never see out of his right eye, but it has healed and is cosmetically good and not painful.
 
His calm temperament makes him a perfect choice to represent Leslie Science & Nature Center.  
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