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Nature: My Bionic Pet
Panelists Biographies 

Kevin Bachar
Filmmaker, My Bionic Pet

Bachar is an Emmy award-winning producer and director who formed New York-based Pangolin Pictures in 1995.  He is a native New Yorker from Queens. Previously, he was a senior producer at National Geographic Television. At Pangolin Pictures, he has developed and produced films and series in all genres. Bachar has produced multiple episodes for Nature (PBS), including Sled Dogs: An Alaskan Epic; Tall Blondes; What Females Want and Males Will Do; and The Private Life of Deer. My Bionic Pet is his eighth program for the series. His films and series for National Geographic include The Cocaine Hippos, Tarantulas: King of the Spiders and the 13-part reality series Phobia. Bachar also produced the 12-part series Road Trip for the Travel Channel and an episode of What’s Going On?, hosted by Angelina Jolie, which aired on Showtime. He is the recipient of two prestigious Genesis Awards, and his Nature film, What Females Want and Males Will Do, was a finalist for Best Animal Behavior at the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival. 

Dr. Len Lucero and Chris P. Bacon
Veterinarian and owner of Chris P. Bacon

Dr. Lucero was born in Colorado and raised on a ranch in northern New Mexico before serving in the military and participating in Operation Iraqi Freedom. After retiring from the military in 2009, he attended the University of Florida and received his doctorate of veterinary medicine in 2012. He worked in a small animal hospital in Clermont, Florida, and also opened his own mobile veterinary practice on nights and weekends to treat large animals. When a one-day-old piglet, born with deformed back legs, was brought to the small animal hospital to be euthanized, the vet refused because he had determined that the pig was otherwise healthy. Lucero offered to care for the piglet after its owner said she was unable to do so. He brought the piglet home to his wife and two children and soon named the porcine pet Chris P. Bacon. Because Chris would never be able to walk properly, Lucero built a wheeled harness from some of his son’s old toys so the pig could move around. The first YouTube video that Lucero made of Chris using his homemade cart has garnered over 1.7 million hits. The veterinarian, whose practice is about an hour’s drive from Tampa, has co-authored the first of three books about his pet, titled Chris P. Bacon, My Life So Far… published by Hay House. When possible, he brings Chris to meet and motivate children with disabilities at schools, hospitals and other events.  

Kathy Wyer and Roofus
Co-foster owner of Roofus

Roofus, a blind golden retriever born without fully developed front legs, was facing the possibility of euthanasia by an animal shelter when he was taken in by the Golden Retriever Club of Greater Los Angeles Rescue (GRCGLAR). In need of a foster home while hoping to find a “forever” home, GRCGLARescue volunteers Kathy Wyer and Elodie Lorenz decided to co-foster him. The two friends had originally met while doing pet therapy with their own dogs through Actors & Others for Animals, a non-profit that sponsors pet therapy programs at long-term care facilities throughout Los Angeles. Now Roofus spends long weekends at Wyer’s house and weekdays with Lorenz.

Roofus not only gained two homes, but two new legs as well: Wyer and Lorenz raised money to help develop and purchase specialized prosthetic devices to allow Roofus to lift off of his front elbows and walk more normally with the use of all four legs, yet still keep his nose close to the ground so he could smell things, as dogs like to do. Roofus now goes for weekly regular physical therapy sessions at K9 Gym and Rehabilitation, where he swims in a pool to build his core strength with support from his human “swimming coach.” Roofus will need to do this for the rest of his life so he can maximize his ability to use his prostheses more effectively and to walk more like a normal dog.

Wyer is director of media relations at UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and Information Studies. Lorenz is SVP, technology project solutions manager for Bank of America.

Martin Kaufmann
Co-owner and founder, OrthoPets

Kaufmann, a native of Denver, grew up in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and began his career in human orthotic and prosthetics after graduating from Minnesota’s Century College. He worked with industry leading companies, including Tamarack Habilitations Technologies Inc. (St. Paul), The Shriners Hospital (Intermountain Unit in Salt Lake City), Winkley’s Orthopedics (Eau Claire), and Colorado Professional Medical (Golden) designing, fabricating, fitting and modifying custom orthoses and prostheses.

After returning to Denver in 2002, working at Colorado Professional Medical in Golden, he became curious about the potential to apply his biomechanics knowledge, training and expertise in the human field of prosthetics to animal patients. As a hobby, Kaufmann and his wife, Amy, started manufacturing orthotics and prosthetics for pets out of their 400 square foot garage. During this time, Kaufmann also earned a pedorthotic practitioner degree from Temple University and a business administration degree from the University of Phoenix.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2007, Kaufmann and his wife founded OrthoPets and partnered with co-owner Dr. Patsy Mich, an anesthesiologist and sports medicine veterinarian, to run the company full-time. They have established the new field of veterinary orthotics and prosthetics to provide pets of all species a second chance to enjoy a normal life. OrthoPets is the world’s only full time certified V-OP veterinary clinic.  It develops and provides orthotic and prosthetic solutions to veterinarians, animal physical therapists, allied animal health care providers and pet owners. Kaufmann continues to advance the new profession of veterinary orthotics and prosthetics.


Fred Kaufman 
Executive Producer, Nature

For two decades, Fred Kaufman has been a leading executive in the natural history genre. As the executive producer of the acclaimed Nature series, Kaufman has won multiple Emmy and Peabody Awards. He has been with the series since the beginning and overseen it since 1991.  During his tenure, Nature has been honored with almost 700 industry awards. In 2012, Kaufman was named the recipient of the International Wildlife Film Festival’s Lifetime Achievement Award for Media. He was honored with the coveted Grand Teton Award for Broken Tail: A Tiger’s Last Journey, given at the 2011 Jackson Wildlife Film Festival, the festival’s highest honor. In 2010, he accepted the Outstanding Achievement Award from the prestigious Wildscreen Film Festival in Bristol, England. It was the first time in the 20-year history of the festival that the award was presented to an American series. In 2009, Kaufman was executive producer of The Legend of Pale Male, an award-winning feature documentary that chronicled the legendary hawk that nested on a Fifth Avenue building in New York City and the life-changing events that followed.

Many of Nature’s most memorable presentations have been produced under Kaufman’s stewardship, including Bears of the Last Frontier; Christmas in Yellowstone; Deep Jungle; AFRICA; Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air; Dogs That Changed the World; My Life as a Turkey; Inside the Animal Mind; Echo: An Elephant to Remember; and Cloud: Wild Stallion of the Rockies.

In 2006, Kaufman won a George Foster Peabody Award for The Queen of Trees, a high-definition portrait of the relationship between the tiny fig wasp and the giant fig tree. In 2008, Kaufman won a second Peabody Award for Silence of the Bees, which looked at the global crisis of the disappearing honeybees.  

In 2007, he wrote and co-produced The Best of Nature: 25 Years, a successful fundraising show for PBS that looked back at the highlights of the series’ first 25 years. In 2002, he created and executive produced an urban wildlife series for kids called Wild TV. And in 1994, he executive produced a series of wildlife specials featuring celebrities called In the Wild. Memorable shows from that series included Dolphins With Robin Williams, In the Lion’s Den With Anthony Hopkins, Elephants With Goldie Hawn and Orangutans With Julia Roberts, which won a Genesis Award for best PBS documentary.

To develop and fund programming, Kaufman has forged major international co-production partnerships with the BBC and National Geographic Television, and he has collaborated with the Monterey Bay Aquarium and the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal Park. He continues to work with filmmakers and scientists from around the world.

Kaufman is a member of the Director’s Guild of America and the Writer’s Guild of America. He is a graduate of the State University of New York at Binghamton and is a resident of Westchester County, New York.
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