NATURE
“Animals Behaving Worse”

Theft, assault, destruction of property and disturbing the peace — with a rap sheet like that, it’s no wonder that some people are fed up with their wild animal neighbors. As cities and suburbs extend further into animal habitats, these problematic encounters are on the rise, ranging from annoyance and harassment to outright threat and danger.

But what is causing all this bad behavior? What can we learn from these conflicts and what should be done about them? In the compelling sequel to the popular episode “Animals Behaving Badly,” NATURE investigates the most outrageous animal incidents in “Animals Behaving Worse,” airing on PBS Sunday, October 22, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET.  

“While some people may be driven to their wits’ end by ‘bad’ animal behavior, really we are just witnessing animals’ natural reaction to our increased presence,” observes Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “As the boundaries separating homes and wild habitats become increasingly blurred, this film shows how our impact on the earth is changing our relationship to nature and wild animals.”

Sometimes our presence offers wild animals the irresistible opportunity to steal. Bob Saskowski of Bettendorf, Iowa, was surprised to find that the culprit stealing his yellow ribbons (supporting his son serving abroad) was in fact a nesting squirrel. The residents of Ottawa, Kansas, discovered that a skulk of foxes was responsible for the mystery of their missing newspapers, which the animals were using to build warm dens for their offspring. In “Animals Behaving Worse,” the neighbors are bemused by the furry felons, but find that solving their animal mysteries brings their communities closer together. 

The filmmakers also discover that many animals are able to exploit human environments to their advantage. Barn swallows, which now nest almost exclusively at large shopping centers, have set up camp inside a Home Depot in Maplewood, Minnesota, and even use their natural hovering skills to operate the sliding doors. Sometimes animal encounters are much less peaceful. Curious California brown bears can rip open an SUV like a tin can when searching for a treat, and in South Africa, gangs of baboons regularly break into homes for an easy meal.

Such encounters have motivated some people to take action. “Animals Behaving Worse” looks at the wide-ranging encounters between wild animals and society, documenting the controversial efforts to control animal incursions and preserve the peace between the species. Ann Bryant, founder of the Bear League in Lake Tahoe, California, chases down bears with paint guns and noisemakers to intimidate them, keeping them far away from human settlements for both their safety and our own. In Key West, Florida, Armando Parra is in charge of capturing the famously loud feral chickens that overpopulate the island, despite the objections of some locals who have grown accustomed to their presence.

While some animals are a nuisance, others can be a menace. Due to increasing global trade, many creatures have hitched a ride to places far from home and have overwhelmed their new environments. The program investigates several catastrophic cases of imported species, such as the damaging spread of Asian carp in U.S. rivers and lakes, the invasion of the prolific (and noisy) coqui frogs in Hawaii and the dangerous aggression of killer “Africanized” bees in Arizona.

NATURE, now in its 24th season, has won close to 300 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community and environmental organizations, including many Emmys, the George Foster Peabody Award and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.
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