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DR. CAROLE NOON
Founder and director of Save the Chimps
Carole Noon, Ph.D., is the founder and director of Save the Chimps, a non-profit organization she formed in 1997 in response to the U.S. Air Force’s decision to relinquish chimpanzees it had long used for research purposes.  That year, Save the Chimps gained permanent custody of 21 chimpanzees the government had given to the Coulston Foundation in New Mexico.  Five years later, with Coulston on the verge of bankruptcy, it sold its facilities and donated 266 more chimpanzees to Noon’s organization.
Today, Noon is in the process of transferring these chimpanzees to a habitat in Fort Pierce, Florida comprised of 12 three-acre islands, each linked to indoor accommodations by a land bridge – the largest such effort on behalf of chimpanzees in North America. 
Dr. Noon has worked with chimpanzees in a wide variety of captive settings since 1984. Her primary area of expertise is resocialization – introducing chimpanzees who were previously strangers to each other and forming large family groups.
A native of Portland, Oregon, Noon heard Jane Goodall speak while studying for her B.S. in biology at Florida Atlantic University, and cites the world-renowned chimpanzee expert as an inspiration.  Noon spent three years at the Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage in Zambia, helping to establish two social groups, and in 2004 she received the Jane Goodall Award for Lifetime Dedication to the Care of Chimpanzees. 
GLORIA GROW

Director of the Fauna Foundation
Gloria Grow is a co-founder and trustee of the Fauna Foundation, a nonprofit organization located outside of Montreal, Canada, which she runs with her husband, Dr. Richard Allan.  Created in 1997, Fauna provides a safe haven for abused or neglected farm and circus animals and former biomedical research chimpanzees, and supports educational programs that foster a better understanding of these animals.   

Since rescuing its first carriage horse destined for slaughter, the Fauna farm has grown to house more than 200 animals, including cows, pigs, goats, ducks, birds, llamas, rheas, emus and sheep.  In 1997, the same year they launched the Foundation, Grow and Allan endeavored to create Canada’s first sanctuary for chimpanzees retired from biomedical research.  From the now-defunct Laboratory for Experimental Medicine and Surgery in Primates (LEMSIP) of New York University, they adopted 15 chimps – some HIV-positive and others that had been used in Hepatitis-C research. 
A native of Montreal who has loved working with animals since her youth, Grow attended the Nash Academy of Animal Sciences and was a dog groomer for 15 years, during which time she met Dr. Allan.  As the couple became increasingly involved in animal rescues, Grow became a member of various animal rights movements, culminating in the creation of Fauna Foundation.

ALLISON ARGO

Filmmaker

Allison Argo, producer, writer, director and narrator of Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History, is an award-winning filmmaker whose documentaries have received the Emmy, duPont-Columbia and CINE Golden Eagle awards, as well as prizes from the Jackson Hole, Missoula and Japan wildlife film festivals.  

Previously for NATURE, Argo produced and directed Extraordinary Dogs (1997), and produced, wrote, directed and narrated Wisdom of the Wild (1999) and The Urban Elephant (2000), the latter winning Emmy awards for Outstanding Cultural or Informational Program and Outstanding Achievement in Directing.  

Argo’s documentary The Urban Gorilla was the first in a line of films about wild animals whose well-being increasingly depends on human understanding and compassion.  A film about gorillas under human care, it was broadcast on National Geographic Explorer and was nominated for two Emmys and won the DuPont-Columbia Silver Baton and a Genesis Award.   Subsequent Emmy Award-winning films of Argo’s include Keepers of the Wild, which garnered her the Emmy for directing; The Last Frog, about the mysterious decline of frogs worldwide; and The Secret Life of Cats.  She produced, wrote and directed Stolen Treasures, about Cambodia’s ancient temples of Angkor, and An Uninvited Guest, the story of the Brown Tree Snake and its devastating effect on the island of Guam, both for National Geographic. Argo produced, wrote, directed and narrated Inca Mummies: Secrets of a Lost World, a National Geographic Special on PBS.   

Based on Cape Cod, Argo’s production company, ArgoFilms Ltd., is dedicated to finding innovative ways of bringing message-driven films to mainstream television and lending a voice to those who cannot speak for themselves.  

FRED KAUFMAN

Executive Producer, NATURE
Fred Kaufman, a three-time Emmy Award-winner, has been executive producer of NATURE since 1991, and has been associated with the series since it first went on the air in 1982.  

Under Kaufman’s stewardship, NATURE has won some 250 of its more than 300 national and international awards.  He also has forged major co-production relationships with the BBC and National Geographic Television, as well as Granada Wild, to ensure the quality of the series by gaining access to many of the world’s finest natural history producers.

Kaufman was executive producer for Thirteen/WNET of Africa, a comprehensive and unprecedented exploration of the people of Africa, their rich culture, and the continent’s bounteous wildlife and complex ecology.  The widely acclaimed eight-part miniseries, co-produced by Thirteen and National Geographic Television in association with Tigress Productions and Magic Box Mediaworks, launched NATURE’s 20th season in September 2001.  

Among his other credits as executive producer for Thirteen is In the Wild, a series that included such popular episodes as Dolphins with Robin Williams, Pandas with Debra Winger, The Elephants of India with Goldie Hawn, Lions with Anthony Hopkins, and Orangutans with Julia Roberts, which garnered a prestigious Genesis Award for Outstanding PBS Documentary.  

Kaufman also conceived and developed a miniseries on the outdoors for young viewers titled WILD TV, which was funded by the National Science Foundation.  It aired in September 2002.

Many of NATURE’s most memorable presentations have been produced under his guidance, including the highly acclaimed 2005 miniseries, Deep Jungle.  Other noteworthy titles include Can Animals Predict Disaster?, Inside the Animal Mind, Shark Mountain, The Panda Baby, The Nature of Sex, Great Moments with NATURE’s Filmmakers, Cloud: Wild Stallion of the Rockies and Cloud’s Legacy: The Wild Stallion Returns, The Urban Elephant, and John Denver: Let This Be A Voice.  In 2006, The Queen of Trees won broadcasting’s highest honor, the Peabody Award, as well as the prestigious NHK President’s Prize, which recognizes excellence in high-definition programming, at the Banff World Television Festival.
Kaufman serves on the advisory board of The Humane Society of the United States Hollywood Division.  He is a member of the Directors Guild of America.  
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