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8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
– One Man’s Quest to Film and Understand the World’s Most Mysterious, Dangerous and Colorful Cephalopods –
The ocean depths harbor fantastic worlds where cuttlefish communicate through a kaleidoscope of colors, massive octopuses hunt with lethal efficiency and pajama squids squabble over potential mates. And joining these beautiful but deadly creatures is acclaimed deep-sea cameraman Bob Cranston, who fearlessly reaches out and interacts with some of the ocean’s most fascinating life forms.

NATURE takes viewers along with Cranston for a tense and thrilling adventure with “Encountering Sea Monsters,” encoring Sunday, April 8, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Recorded in waters off Indonesia, Australia, Mexico, British Columbia and Texas, the film brings the exhilarating colors of undersea life to the screen in high-definition.  

Actor Tim Matheson narrates.

“With the recent discovery of a 26-foot-long giant squid making headlines, the alien-like ‘monsters’ we call cephalopods have a stronger-than-ever presence in the popular imagination,” observes Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “Ever since the novels of Jules Verne they have fascinated and frightened us. But as Bob Cranston demonstrates in this film, there is a great potential for meaningful contact with these enigmatic creatures.”

“Encountering Sea Monsters” takes the viewer to the frontiers of discovery with some of the top research scientists in the field. Although the family lines of these invertebrates extend back an incredible 500 million years, much remains unknown: For example, 150 new species have been discovered in the last 10 years alone in the waters of the Indian and Pacific Oceans.  

One hotspot for new discoveries is the Lembeh Strait off North Sulawesi in Indonesia, where Cranston and Dr. John Forsythe of Galveston’s National Resource Center for Cephalopods dive down to an area known locally as “the muck” in search of new species. Among the floating razorfish, ornate ghostpipefish and hairy frogfish, they locate an impressive specimen: the Flamboyant cuttlefish. The Flamboyant dazzles the camera by flashing clouds of magenta, bright yellow and pink colors across its skin while it hunts, but up close it proves to be no larger than a golf ball. The divers also find deadly blue-ringed octopuses pulsating their bright neon markings and black-and-white-striped pajama squid that have come up to shallow waters for mating season.

Like a pair of homicide detectives, Cranston and Dr. Peter Ward, a paleontologist, follow a trail of broken crab shells in the frigid waters of British Columbia. The evidence leads them to the culprit: a giant Pacific octopus, which reaches out with massive tentacles to become acquainted with her strange visitors.

Cranston enlists the expertise of researcher Julian Finn to learn more about how giant cuttlefish use their colors to communicate visually. Diving off the coast of southwestern Australia, the two carry out an experiment to see how the cuttlefish flash their colors in response to their own mirror image. The fascinating results provide a brief glimpse into the complex dynamics of cuttlefish society.

Finn’s experiments with cuttlefish inspire Cranston to try a communications experiment of his own with Humboldt squid. It’s a daring and extremely dangerous idea, for the Humboldt is one of the ocean’s most formidable predators, and diving among them is a risk few would take. Against the warnings of both the locals and his colleagues, Cranston descends 150 feet into the waters of the Sea of Cortez with only an assistant cameraman and no emergency support. Attracted by his special strobe light tube, a Humboldt rushes up from the depths to embrace the diver in an unforgettable encounter.  

Now in its 25th anniversary season, NATURE has won nearly 400 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community, parent groups and environmental organizations, including eight Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. 
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■ To celebrate the series’ 25th anniversary, NATURE online (pbs.org/nature) has launched a redesigned and expanded Web site, including such new features as a weekly video podcast and newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows and more.

