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In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, animal experts rushed to the frontlines of the disaster to stage emergency rescue missions for the tens of thousands of animals left behind. NATURE was there to record the heroics.

Amazing stories of courage and survival are revealed as NATURE presents “Katrina’s Animal Rescue,” airing Sunday, August 19, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS.

Capturing the intensity of efforts to save not only dogs and cats but penguins, dolphins and other zoo and aquarium animals, the film imparts an intimate sense of the triumphs and disappointments of the massive operation. The rescues were undertaken by marine biologists and other volunteers from government and animal welfare groups, including Best Friends Animal Society, Noah’s Wish, the Humane Society and the ASPCA.

“This film powerfully conveys the urgent determination and heroism of these animal rescuers,” observes Fred Kaufman, executive producer of NATURE. “They did the best they could in terrible circumstances, but still were only able to save a fortunate few of many animals affected by this tragedy.”

“Katrina’s Animal Rescue” takes the viewer deep into the center of the hurricane catastrophe on small boats to search for surviving pets. One lucky dog that spent days alone on the roof of a house is rescued in a tense procedure with assistance from a National Guard tank. The program also features heartwarming stories of pets being reunited with their families.

Onboard a ship of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA), the film crew captures exclusive footage of a remarkable rescue of four dolphins, washed out to sea by a 40-foot wave, from their home at the Marine Life Oceanarium in Gulfport, Mississippi. These dolphins, which were raised in captivity and unable to survive in the wild, remained in nearby waters awaiting rescue. Experts from NOAA coaxed the trained dolphins to leap onto special mats so they could be moved to temporary tanks set up by the U.S. Navy Marine Mammal Program just in time, while the other dolphins from the Oceanarium were held at nearby hotel swimming pools.

The program also features the touching story of the rescue of the Audubon Aquarium of the Americas in New Orleans. While the building was spared structural damage from the hurricane, power outages wiped out its life support system and devastated the marine life population. Don Kinney, a New Orleans policeman who lost his home, moved into the aquarium and got a crash course in penguin care. Thanks to Kinney and the dedicated staff, 19 penguins, two sea otters, a sea turtle and many rare leafy and weedy sea dragons were safely evacuated from the aquarium.

NATURE, now in its 25th season, has won close to 400 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community and environmental organizations, including many Emmys, the George Foster Peabody Award and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.
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■ For more information, visit pbs.org/wnet/nature/. This Web companion to the weekly NATURE series contains in-depth information and colorful graphics for each program.


