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Nestled in a cluster of lush mountains is a mysterious ancient forest known as the “Devil’s Garden,” where the olm, edible dormouse, capercaillie and diced snake live together in an enchanted world of thunderous waterfalls, cascading lakes and subterranean caverns. Not long ago, mankind nearly destroyed this land with warfare. But nature has found an ingenious way to rejuvenate the garden, almost as if by miracle. 

Could this be a sequel to Lord of the Rings? 

No, it is Plitvice Lakes National Park and World Heritage Site, the oldest national park in Europe, located in Croatia’s Dinaric Mountains. Enter this secret fairyland when NATURE presents an encore broadcast of “Land of the Falling Lakes,” airing Sunday, September 9, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 

Plitvice, which was plundered during the Balkan War a decade ago, has recovered. The restored Eden owes its new existence to a type of limestone called travertine, which has the ability to grow quickly and continuously, creating new pools and barriers, water slides and cascades. Today there are 16 falling lakes arranged in breathtaking terraces, connected by countless waterfalls and rapids. 

Underneath the Dinaric Mountains, rainwater gathers and rushes through subterranean caverns, drawing lime from the stone. Here, stalactites hang and species dwell that are so rare and strange they defy the imagination. For example, the olm is an eyeless albino salamander-like cave dweller with a sixth bioelectrical sense and an ability to survive up to a year without any food. The only other inhabitant of this dark realm is the tiny Martino vole, which has turned the caves into the largest, most successful mouse hole in the world. Above, the European pond turtle’s eggs, which must be warmed during the summer in order to hatch in September, have the amazing ability to forego hatching, if it’s too cold, until the following year. 

“Land of the Falling Lakes” highlights the seasons in Plitvice and the ways in which the many different animals prepare for difficult times, especially winter. The brown bear, for instance, would rather munch on berries than store great amounts of meat. One scene finds him tenaciously sticking his nose into a nest of wild bee honey. A pair of rare lynx find each other in the deep snow, and a playful otter toboggans down snow-covered slopes and splashes into a stream. 
NATURE has won more than 400 honors from the television industry, parent groups, the international wildlife film community and environmental organizations, including many Emmys, the George Foster Peabody Award and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club.
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