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Nature – Octopus: Making Contact
Talent Biographies


Fred Kaufman 
Executive Producer, Nature
@kaufman_fred

For more than 25 years, Fred Kaufman has been a leading executive in the natural history genre. As the executive producer of the acclaimed PBS Nature series, Kaufman has won seven Emmys and two Peabody Awards. He has been with Nature since its beginning in 1982 and has overseen it since 1991. During his tenure, Nature has been honored with hundreds of industry awards. In 2012, Kaufman was named the recipient of the International Wildlife Film Festival’s Lifetime Achievement Award for Media. In 2010, he accepted the Outstanding Achievement Award from the prestigious Wildscreen Festival in Bristol, England. It was the first time in the 20-year history of the festival that the award was presented to an American wildlife series. Kaufman is a member of the Writers Guild of America and a board member of the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival and the Bronx Children’s Museum. He appears regularly on public television fundraising drives as a spokesman for quality natural history television.

Anna Fitch 
Director
@MirabelPictures

Anna Fitch is an Emmy Award-winning director who works in independent documentary, broadcast television and fiction film. In 2012, Fitch co-founded Mirabel Pictures, a non-profit that aims to improve lives and protect the environment through media arts and community engagement.  Her work has been supported by the Sundance Institute, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the MacArthur Foundation, SFFILM, Center for Cultural Innovation, The Headlands Center for the Arts, The Creative Work Fund and the Tribeca Film Institute, among others. Her most recent feature documentary, Survivors, aired on PBS' award-winning series POV (2018), was broadcast on Al Jazeera worldwide (2019) and was nominated for a Peabody Award. She co-directed the feature documentary The Genius of Marian, which premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival, won the Grand Jury Award at Camden and aired on POV (2013). Awards and nominations also include: Emmy Award for Best Documentary Directing and Wildscreen Delegates Choice Award for BugWorld: War of Two Worlds and the CINE Special Jury Award for Bug Attack. Her narrative short, The Burning Wigs of Sedition, won the Audience Award at SF IndieFest, Best of Festival prize at the Black Maria Film Festival and was selected for a special screening at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC.

David Scheel
Professor at Alaska Pacific University, octopus expert

David Scheel is a field-oriented ecologist with experience in remote and wilderness settings in Africa and Alaska. He has been working with marine predators since 1993, and since 1995 has been focused on the biology of the Giant Pacific Octopus, and recently discovered a new species of octopus in Alaskan waters. He joined Alaska Pacific University in 2000 and teaches courses in marine biology, aquarium husbandry and animal behavior.

Laurel Scheel
Daughter of David Scheel, budding octopus expert

[bookmark: _GoBack]Laurel Scheel grew up in Anchorage, Alaska. The child of biologists, Laurel has accompanied her father on over a dozen research expeditions in Prince William Sound, Alaska and around the world. She enjoys working with animals and has a pet rabbit, Watson, and three pet birds. Her first after-school job was as Life Support Operator for an aquarium film. Laurel enjoys working with her hands, sculpting and building. She is interested in music, visual arts and engineering.
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