NATURE
“Parrots in the Land of Oz”

Sunday, January 27, 2008
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
– NATURE Alights With the Brightest Characters in the Land Down Under –

Across the Australian continent — from the arid outback to gum tree country to snow-covered mountains — an array of outrageously colorful and cocky parrot species not only survive, but thrive amid the varied climates. NATURE tracks down the tiniest of all, the fig parrot; the rare golden-shouldered parrot; the spectacular and elusive palm cockatoo, with its red cheeks, spiky black mohawk and powerful beak, and many others when “Parrots in the Land of Oz,” available in high definition, airs Sunday, January 27, 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Academy Award-winning actor F. Murray Abraham is series narrator.  

“Parrots in the Land of Oz” follows scientists in the field who are discovering the flamboyant birds’ clever mating games and survival skills. But the parrots’ resourcefulness is rivaled by their rowdiness, and they can be a particular nuisance to farmers. In just a week, sulphur-crested cockatoos can inflict tens of thousands of dollars’ damage on a single farmer’s maize crops, while rainbow lorikeets keep lychee farmers on patrol.

Now in its 26th season on PBS, NATURE has won more than 400 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups, and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, two Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. In 2007, the series won Emmy Awards for “Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History” and “Christmas in Yellowstone.”  

Underwriters: Canon U.S.A., Inc., Toyota, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producers: Thirteen/WNET New York and National Geographic Television. Executive producer: Fred Kaufman. Executive in charge: William Grant. Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available. Online: pbs.org
– PBS –

CONTACT: Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; kaank@thirteen.org
Donald Lee, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3005; leed@thirteen.org
■ Last year, to celebrate the series’ silver anniversary, NATURE launched a redesigned and expanded Web site (pbs.org/nature). In addition to the weekly video podcasts, new features include a newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows, and more. NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and online, range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes.

