NATURE
“Prince of the Alps”

Sunday, May 11, 2008
8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
– HD Film Presents Majestic Red Deer and Beauty of the Changing Seasons in the Mountains and Lowlands of the Austrian Alps –

Viewers Invited to Submit Photographs of the Alps to NATURE’s Photo Contest: pbs.org/nature
From the moment he’s born, a red deer calf faces a life-long struggle to survive in his new home — the mountain wilderness of the Austrian Alps. His first six weeks are filled with exploration and discovery of his world, under the watchful eye of his mother. When he’s ready, he and his mother join the other red deer mothers and calves as they journey along age-old migration paths from the meadows into the high mountains.  

NATURE tells the story of a red deer calf as he takes on the challenges of his first year of life in “Prince of the Alps,” airing Sunday, May 11, 2008, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Academy Award-winning actor F. Murrary Abraham narrates the film, which is available in high definition.
Featuring panoramic scenes of lush landscapes, “Prince of the Alps” travels high into the mountains, where chamois and ibex are right at home on the nearly vertical cliffs, marmots emerge late from hibernation and red deer prove their agility. The little prince enjoys special status in the herd, thanks to his mother’s social rank. She leads him to the best feeding places and teaches him about his new surroundings. His first brush with civilization is a herdsman calling out to his cattle. Unlike drivers on the roads, and the hunters and hikers who also invade their world, the herdsman poses no threat to deer in the mountains. The young calf also learns his first lesson about dangerous weather in the mountains, where storms rage and lighting kills.

In September, the mountains echo with the calls of the great red deer stags. During the six weeks or so of the autumn rut, the stags compete for the chance to father next year’s calves before the seasons change and winter claims the mountains. Snow, ice, cold and hunger will also claim their share of the herds before spring returns. Many deer find it hard to feed, and finding shelter takes all the energy they have. Seven months into his life, the little prince is orphaned; his chances of survival are slim.  

But when the sights and sounds of spring once again appear, and the red deer mothers and calves make their way up to the high mountain pastures, a one-year-old red deer calf with tiny antlers sets out with them. Could it be the prince? 

Now in its 26th season on PBS, NATURE has won more than 450 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film community, parent groups, and environmental organizations — including 10 Emmys, three Peabodys and the first award given to a television program by the Sierra Club. In 2007, the series won Emmy Awards for “Chimpanzees: An Unnatural History” and “Christmas in Yellowstone.” Most recently, “Silence of the Bees” won a Peabody Award for broadcast excellence.

Viewers are invited to submit their Alps photos to NATURE online for a chance to win a DVD of the film. For more information, visit pbs.org/nature.
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■ Last year, to celebrate the series’ silver anniversary, NATURE launched a redesigned and expanded Web site (pbs.org/nature). In addition to the weekly video podcasts, new features include a newsletter, streaming video clips, an RSS feed, user bulletin boards and polls, new teacher lesson plans, photo slideshows, and more. NATURE video podcasts, available on iTunes and online, range from two to 10 minutes in length and feature behind-the-scenes interviews with filmmakers and producers, program excerpts and outtakes. 


