NOVA “Parallel Worlds, Parallel Lives”

Mark Everett

Mark Oliver Everett, also known as “E,” is the singer and songwriter behind the critically acclaimed, genre-defying band EELS. At the age of six, Mark found himself at the next-door neighbor’s garage sale, where he saw the toy drum set that would change his life. He begged his parents for the $15 it cost to buy the set, and they relented. Most children who get a drum set play it for a week and then leave it in the closet until their parents have a garage sale. Unfortunately for the Everett family, Mark played those drums every day for the next 10 years. He has now been performing as part of EELS for more than a decade and has recorded six studio and five live albums, including Electro-Shock Blues, Daisies of the Galaxy and Blinking Lights and Other Revelations. Most recently, Everett wrote the autobiography Things the Grandchildren Should Know, to be released in the United States via St. Martin’s Press on October 21.

Everett is the son of Hugh and Nancy Everett. Hugh Everett III authored the Many Worlds Theory of quantum mechanics, which has inspired countless science fiction books, movies and Star Trek episodes with the concept of parallel universes.

Max Tegmark

A native of Stockholm, Tegmark left Sweden in 1990 after receiving his B.Sc. in Physics from the Royal Institute of Technology (he’d earned a B.A. in Economics the previous year at the Stockholm School of Economics). His first academic venture beyond Scandinavia brought him to California, where he studied physics at the University of California, Berkeley, earning his M.A. in 1992 and Ph.D. in 1994.

After four years of west coast living, Tegmark returned to Europe and accepted an appointment as a research associate with the Max-Planck-Institut für Physik in Munich.

In 1996, he headed back to the U.S. as a Hubble Fellow and member of the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. Tegmark remained in New Jersey for a few years until an opportunity arrived to experience the urban northeast with an assistant professorship at the University of Pennsylvania, where he received tenure in 2003.

He extended the east coast experiment and moved north of Philly to the shores of the Charles River (Cambridge-side), arriving at MIT in September 2004, along with his wife, fellow astrophysicist Angelica de Oliveira-Costa, and their two sons, Philip and Alexander.

Tegmark has received numerous awards for his research, including a Packard Fellowship (2001-06), Cottrell Scholar Award (2002-07) and an NSF Career grant (2002-07). His work with the SDSS collaboration on galaxy clustering shared the first prize in Science magazine’s “Breakthrough of the Year: 2003.”
