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Paula S. Apsell, Senior Executive Producer, NOVA and NOVA scienceNOW, and Director, WGBH Science Unit
Paula S. Apsell got her start in broadcasting at WGBH Boston, where she was hired fresh out of Brandeis University to type the public broadcaster’s daily television program logs—a job that Apsell notes is now, mercifully, automated. Within a year, she found her way to WGBH Radio, where she developed the award-winning children’s drama series The Spider’s Web, and later became a radio news producer. In 1975, she joined WGBH’s NOVA, a science documentary series that has set the standard for science programming on television, producing documentaries on subjects as varied as artificial intelligence, genetic engineering and aviation safety. Her NOVA Death of a Disease was the first long-form documentary about the worldwide eradication of smallpox.

After leaving NOVA in 1981, Apsell went to WCVB, the Boston ABC affiliate  known for quality content, as senior producer for medical programming, working with Dr. Timothy Johnson. During that time, she produced Someone I Once Knew, an award-winning documentary that essentially broke the story on Alzheimer’s disease, showing that dementia is a pathology, not an inevitable product of old age. Apsell then spent a year at MIT as a Knight Science Journalism Fellow. In 1985, she was asked to take over the reins at NOVA, where she is now senior executive producer and director of the WGBH Science Unit. As well as overseeing the production of NOVA documentaries and miniseries for television, she has directed the series’ diversification into other media—most notably online, where NOVA is the most visited site on PBS.org. NOVA can also be found in classrooms nationwide, where it is the most widely used video resource among high school science teachers. 

In January 2005, Apsell introduced a NOVA spinoff, NOVA scienceNOW, a critically acclaimed science newsmagazine hosted originally by Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson and now by New York Times technology columnist David Pogue. Other recent signature NOVA and Science Unit productions include The Elegant Universe, Origins, Einstein’s Big Idea, Judgment Day: Intelligent Design on Trial, Making Stuff and the large-format feature Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure.
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Today, NOVA is the most popular science series on American television and online. Under Apsell’s leadership, NOVA has won every major broadcasting award, some many times over, including the Emmy; the Peabody; the AAAS Science Journalism award; the Gold Baton duPont-Columbia; and an Academy Award® nomination for Special Effects. In 1998, the National Science Board of the National Science Foundation awarded NOVA its first-ever Public Service Award.

Apsell has been recognized with numerous individual awards for her work, including the Bradford Washburn Award from the Museum of Science, Boston; the Carl Sagan Award given by the Council of Scientific Society Presidents; the American Institute of Physics Andrew Gemant Award; the Planetary Society’s Cosmos Award; the International Documentary Association’s Pioneer Award; the National Space Club of Huntsville Media Award; and the New York Hall of Science Distinguished Service Award for Public Understanding of Science. She has served on the board of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History; the Brandeis University Sciences Advisory Committee; and the International Documentary Association. Apsell holds honorary doctorates from Southern Methodist University and Dickinson College. 

She lives in Newton, Massachusetts, with her husband, Sheldon, an inventor. The Apsells have two daughters, one a physician, the other a television producer.

Dr. Diana Reiss, Dolphin Cognition and Communications Expert, Professor of Psychology at Hunter College 
Dr. Diana Reiss is a cognitive psychologist, marine mammal scientist and professor in the Department of Psychology at Hunter College and Animal Behavior and Comparative Psychology program at the Graduate Center, CUNY. She directs a research program investigating dolphin cognition and communication at the National Aquarium in Baltimore, Maryland, and she is a research associate at the Smithsonian’s National Zoo in Washington, DC, where she investigates elephant cognition. She and her students also conduct field studies on communication and behavior in wild dolphins in Bimini and Belize. Dr. Reiss’ research focuses on dolphin cognition, communication, comparative animal cognition and the evolution of intelligence. She pioneered the use of underwater keyboards with dolphins to investigate their cognitive and communicative abilities and provide them with more degrees of choice and control. Dr. Reiss and her colleagues demonstrated that bottlenose dolphins and Asian elephants possess the rare ability of mirror self-recognition, previously thought to be restricted to humans and great apes. Her efforts also involve the rescue and rehabilitation of stranded marine mammals, including the successful rescue of the renowned Humphrey the humpback whale in the San Francisco Bay waters. Her advocacy work in conservation and animal welfare includes the protection of dolphins in the tuna-fishing industry and efforts to bring an end to the killing of dolphins in the drive hunts in Japan, exposed in the Oscar-winning film The Cove. Dr. Reiss’ work has been featured in hundreds of articles in international and national journals, science magazines, television segments and features, and newspaper articles. Her recent book, The Dolphin in the Mirror, was released in fall 2011.

Kathryn Lord, Dog and Wolf Development and Behavior Expert, Ph.D., University of Massachusetts in Organismic and Evolutionary Biology
Kathryn Lord received her Ph.D. from the University of Massachusetts in organismic and evolutionary biology. Her research and publications have focused on the evolution and development of dog and wolf behavior. Her work has been published in professional journals, including Animal Behavior, Behavioral Processes and Ethology, and in an edited work by Temple Grandin. She has lectured internationally at venues such as the Chienposium, Quebec; the Italian Veterinary School at the University of Pisa; the 
Swiss Schweizerische Tierärztliche für Verhaltensmedizin in Bern; and the University of Padova, Italy. Lord is currently a visiting assistant professor at Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
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Lloyd Buck, Bird Specialist/Handler For TV/Film for More Than 20 Years
Over the past 20 years, Lloyd Buck has trained his birds to appear in numerous feature films and hundreds of wildlife programs. Working alongside his wife, Rose, Lloyd has a team of birds specially trained for filming on location and in studios, but also trains new birds for specific projects. Lloyd and Rose are the world’s experts at in-flight and tracking filming with birds.

“Looking after our birds is a not just our career and job, it is a lifestyle. We have to be there for them seven days a week, but we love it,” says Lloyd.  “We describe ourselves as bird behaviorists and handlers. Because we always make sure the birds enjoy themselves, we can get the best out of them without compromising their welfare.”
 
Lloyd’s passion for birds began at a very young age, and he has been lucky enough to turn it into a long, rewarding career. He has an instinctive, intuitive way with the birds and is also an accomplished wildlife presenter. He is currently filming for a new 3D series for Sky presented by Sir David Attenborough. Recently his birds have been featured in a variety of TV and film productions including, BBC’s Attenborough 60 years in the Wild and Miracles of Nature. His additional credits include working with Redbull for an online stunt video that received more than a million hits, and for National Geographic’s Animal Super Powers with Patrick Stewart, to name just a few.  

Past projects have included BBC’s The Fades, Live and Deadly, Deadly 60, Sherlock Holmes and the drama series Wallander. Lloyd has also presented a three-part series, Live Like an Animal, which premiered globally on Nat Geo Wild in 2012. He is a regular contributor to BBC1’s The One Show and has been featured as a presenter on Springwatch, Autumnwatch, Animals of Work episodes and the groundbreaking show Animal’s Guide to Britain, which aired in Spring 2011.

Julia Cort, Senior Producer, NOVA
Julia Cort, senior producer for NOVA, joined the WGBH Science Unit in 1991. Since then, she has produced and overseen dozens of films, including the acclaimed series The Fabric of the Cosmos and The Elegant Universe With Brian Greene, as well as Smartest Machine on Earth, Manhunt—Boston Bombers, Mind of a Rampage Killer, Building Pharaoh’s Ship, Monster of the Milky Way, Origins: Where Are the Aliens?, Cracking the Code of Life and Runaway Universe. Cort played a key role in developing and producing NOVA’s award-winning sister series, NOVA scienceNOW, and served as executive producer for the most recent season.
 
Over the course of 20-plus years producing in the field, she’s plunged deep underground in search of dark matter, been blindfolded and led to secret diamond-making factories, waded into leech-infested swamps and attempted to re-create the technological feats of ancient Egyptian engineers. 
 
Her skill at transforming challenging science into clear, engaging and entertaining television has been honored with the George Foster Peabody Award, the National Academies Keck Communication Award, the AAAS Science Journalism Award, the American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award, the National Association of Science Writers Science in Society Award and the News and Documentary Emmy.  
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