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PAULA S. APSELL
Senior Executive Producer, NOVA and NOVA scienceNOW, 
and Director, WGBH Science Unit
WGBH Boston | Boston, Massachusetts
Paula S. Apsell got her start in broadcasting at WGBH Boston, where she was hired fresh out of Brandeis University to type the public broadcaster’s daily television program logs—a job that Apsell notes is now, mercifully, automated. Within a year, she found her way to WGBH Radio, where she developed the award-winning children’s drama series, The Spider’s Web, and later became a radio news producer. In 1975, she joined WGBH’s NOVA, a science documentary series that has set the standard for science programming on television, producing documentaries on subjects as varied as artificial intelligence, genetic engineering, and aviation safety. Her NOVA Death of a Disease was the first long form documentary on the worldwide eradication of smallpox.

After leaving NOVA in 1981, Apsell went to WCVB, the ABC affiliate in Boston, known for quality content, as senior producer for medical programming working with Dr. Timothy Johnson. During that time, she produced Someone I Once Knew, an award-winning documentary that essentially broke the story on Alzheimer’s disease, showing that dementia is a pathology, not an inevitable product of old age. Apsell then spent a year at MIT as a Knight Science Journalism Fellow. In 1985, she was asked to take over the reins at NOVA where she is now Senior Executive Producer and Director of the WGBH Science Unit. As well as overseeing the production of NOVA documentaries and miniseries for television, she has directed the series’ diversification into other media—most notably online, where NOVA is the most visited site on PBS.org. NOVA can also be found in classrooms nationwide, where it is the most widely used video resource among high school science teachers. 

In January 2005, Apsell introduced a NOVA spinoff in NOVA scienceNOW, a critically acclaimed science newsmagazine hosted formerly by Dr. Neil deGrasse Tyson and now by New York Times technology columnist David 
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Pogue. Other recent signature NOVA and Science Unit productions include The Elegant Universe, Origins, Einstein’s Big Idea, Judgment Day: Intelligent Design on Trial, Making Stuff, and the large format feature Shackleton’s Antarctic Adventure.

Today, NOVA is the most popular science series on American television and online. Under Apsell’s leadership, NOVA has won every major broadcasting award, some many times over, including the Emmy; the Peabody; the AAAS Science Journalism award; the Gold Baton duPont-Columbia; and an Academy Award® nomination for Special Effects. In 1998, the National Science Board of the National Science Foundation awarded NOVA its first-ever Public Service Award.

Apsell has been recognized with numerous individual awards for her work, including the Bradford Washburn Award from the Museum of Science, Boston; the Carl Sagan Award given by the Council of Scientific Society Presidents; the American Institute of Physics Andrew Gemant Award; the Planetary Society’s Cosmos Award; the International Documentary Association’s Pioneer Award; the National Space Club of Huntsville Media Award; and the New York Hall of Science Distinguished Service Award for Public Understanding of Science. She has served on the board of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History; the Brandeis University Sciences Advisory Committee; and the International Documentary Association. Apsell holds honorary doctorates from Southern Methodist University and Dickinson College. 

She lives in Newton, MA with her husband Sheldon, an inventor. The Apsells have two grown daughters, one a physician, the other a television producer.


SONYA PEMBERTON
Writer, Director, Producer & Co-Executive Producer
2012 Emmy award winner and three-time winner of the prestigious Eureka Award for Science Journalism, Sonya’s passion is quality science programming.

Sonya Pemberton is one of Australia’s leading factual television producers specializing in science.  She has written, directed and produced over 50 hours of broadcast documentary, and executive produced many award-winning factual series and one-off programs. Sonya was Head of Specialist Factual at ABC Television from 2004 to 2007, where she commissioned more than 300 hours of factual television. Her understanding of audiences’ desire for smart, accessible TV saw ratings rise across the genres. Over the past decade Sonya’s science programs have won more than 30 major international awards, and she has been three times honored with the prestigious Eureka Prize for Science Journalism (2003, 2004, 2008). In 2011, her film Immortal won her the Australian Health Journalist of the Year award. The film won Best Science at the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival and, in 2012, the U.S. News and Documentary Emmy for Outstanding Science Programming.  Sonya has recently joined forces with Australia’s largest independent production company, Cordell Jigsaw Zapruder (CJZ), to create Genepool Productions – Australia’s first television production company focusing on quality science programming. Genepool’s first documentary was Jabbed  – love, fear and vaccines – upon which this production for NOVA is based.
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ALISON SINGER
President of the Autism Science Foundation (New York City, New York) 
Alison Singer is Co-Founder and President of the Autism Science Foundation, which supports autism research by providing funding and other assistance to scientists and organizations conducting, facilitating, publicizing and disseminating autism research.  Singer’s eldest daughter Jodie has autism. Singer also is the legal guardian of her adult brother with autism. From 2005-2009 she served as Executive Vice President and a member of the Board of Directors at Autism Speaks.   Singer is a frequent spokesperson on issues related to autism and autism research, appearing on Oprah, NBC Nightly News, CNN, Good Morning America, CBS Early Show and many other news programs and national newspapers.


DR. PAUL OFFIT
Infectious Diseases Specialist (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
Dr. Paul Offit is chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases and Director of the Vaccine Education Center, The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.  He is also the Maurice R. Hilleman Professor of Vaccinology and a Professor of Pediatrics at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. He is the author of eight books, and co-inventor of the Rotavirus vaccine RotaTeq, estimated to save hundreds of thousands of lives worldwide every year. A member of the National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Offit has discussed vaccine safety and importance in several locations, including The Daily Show, The Colbert Report, Inside Edition, CNN, and Talk of the Nation.

http://www.chop.edu/doctors/offit-paul-a.html


DR. AMY MIDDLEMAN
Adolescent Medicine Specialist (USA)
Dr. Amy Middleman is the Chief of Adolescent Medicine and professor of Pediatrics at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. Dr. Middleman has vast teaching and research experience with extensive publications in the areas of adolescent immunizations and risk behaviors. Her clinical expertise also includes a focus on adolescent eating disorders. Middleman has served as the Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine's liaison to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices since 2004.  Prior to OU, Dr. Middleman was a physician at Texas Children’s Hospital at the Baylor College of Medicine for more than a decade. She currently lives in Oklahoma with her husband and her three children.
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MICHAEL ROSENFELD
Head of Television and Film, Tangled Bank Studios 
Rosenfeld helped launch Tangled Bank Studios in 2012 and oversees both content and operations for the company. An award-winning producer, writer and television executive, he was previously the president of National Geographic Television. He has overseen films on topics ranging from anthropology to history to volcanology for a number of legendary franchises, including National Geographic Explorer and National Geographic Specials. Among his signature projects was PBS's series Strange Days on Planet Earth, about the web of invisible connections among the globe's life support systems. He's won or led teams that have won hundreds of industry awards, including almost 40 Emmys. 


JULIA CORT
Senior Producer for NOVA and Executive Producer of NOVA scienceNOW 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Julia Cort, Senior Producer for NOVA, joined the WGBH Science Unit in 1991.  Since then, she has contributed to dozens of films – including the acclaimed series, The Fabric of the Cosmos and The Elegant Universe with Brian Greene, as well as Smartest Machine on Earth, Cold Case JFK, Manhunt – Boston Bombers, Mind of a Rampage Killer, Pharaoh’s Obelisk, Monster of the Milky Way, Origins: Where are the Aliens?, Cracking the Code of Life, Runaway Universe, and Inside Animal Minds. Cort played a key role in developing and producing NOVA's award winning sister series, NOVA scienceNOW, and served as Executive Producer for the most recent season.

Over the course of 20-plus years producing in the field, she’s plunged deep underground in search of dark matter, been blindfolded and led to secret diamond-making factories, waded into leech-infested swamps, and attempted to recreate the technological feats of ancient Egyptian engineers.  
Her skill at transforming challenging science into clear, engaging, and entertaining television has been honored with the George Foster Peabody Award, the National Academies Keck Communication Award, the AAAS Science Journalism Award, the American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award, the National Association of Science Writers Science in Society Award, and the News and Documentary Emmy. 
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Corporate funding for NOVA is 
provided by The Boeing Company. 
Major funding for NOVA is provided 
by the David H. Koch Fund for 
Science, the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, and public television 
viewers.  Additional funding for 
Vaccines – Calling the Shots is 
provided by Millicent Bell through 
the Millicent and Eugene Bell 
Foundation.
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