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BONNIE BRENNAN
Producer, Director, Writer
Bonnie Brennan’s expertise is the result of her years as a field producer, director (DGA) and writer (WGA) of many TV genres, including documentary, science, technology, reality/docu-follow and true crime. Her success has launched her into the executive producer and show runner position for dozens of programs and series. She is known as a consummate team leader and insightful storyteller. She understands the importance of transferring information clearly and concisely and has an exceptional talent for bridging the gap between the viewer and the information at the heart of the story. As an executive producer/show runner/director, Bonnie is a wrangler extraordinaire, always leading her staff with a clear creative vision, making the best story out of every opportunity.

Bonnie has traveled to more than 25 countries working for network and cable channels, creating television projects that span the globe and scope. She has interviewed an American astronaut who survived the fire on the MIR space station, as well as two sisters who survived a trying foster childhood only to be reunited and adopted into a loving family. No matter the story, Bonnie finds the heart, whether it is producing a film on the life of Koko, the Gorilla who speaks American sign language, or a geologist discussing the underground foundation of New York City. She is inspired to bring the viewer the nuts and bolts and the context.

When Bonnie met master paleo-sculptor and museum model builder Gary Staab for the first time at his Missouri studio, she knew she had stepped into a truly unique world. She was impressed and inspired by Gary’s work, which included a 40-foot-long crocodile and a five-story-tall dinosaur, and hundreds of other prehistoric creatures that bring the walls and ceiling of his Kearney art studio to life. She pegged Gary as a citizen-scientist and a perfect navigator of both the worlds of science and art. Her goal to bring one of Gary’s many projects to viewers around the world brought her to WGBH and NOVA. Partnering with NOVA, whose previous Iceman project was an international success, gave the film the science POV to add to Gary’s artistry.

The Iceman Reborn film took Bonnie and her production team to Bolzano, Italy and Leuven, Belgium and from Palo Alto, California to Cold Spring Harbor, New York. In this film Gary Staab shares his journey and the many challenges of making a perfect replica of Otzi, The Iceman, a 5,300-year-old mummy who is sequestered in a freezer in a museum in the Tyrolean Alps. Bonnie organized Gary’s once in a lifetime visit to meet the Iceman face to face. This rare chance to view Otzi up close and in person gave Gary critical insight needed to create Otzi’s perfect twin. Back at Staab Studios in Missouri, Gary brings the viewer on a journey of discovery as he builds the Iceman, from his ravaged hip to his decaying teeth and shrunken skin. All the while, the viewer is fascinated by the new science and amazing insights that today’s cutting edge technology has brought to light about Otzi – perhaps the most fascinating and famous person on earth. From his mysterious tattoos to his therapeutic fungus and his fully sequenced DNA, new and exciting revelations are disclosed in this latest NOVA about Otzi, the immortal Iceman.

GARY STAAB
Paleo-Sculptor
Gary Staab is a world-class paleo-sculptor. His job is to make museum models and sculptures for top scientific organizations, zoos and universities around the world. He has spent the past 20 years perfecting the challenge of combining science and art. Gary has a background in both, and worked for the Smithsonian’s office of exhibits, studied at the British Museum of Natural History in London, and is a Research Associate at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. 

Throughout his career, Gary has garnered numerous awards for his meticulous and accurate reproductions, replicas and models of everything from King Tut to a Columbian mammoth.  He has mastered monsters and mummies, deadly dinosaurs and super-sized crocodiles. Gary has handcrafted some of the most bizarre beasts ever to walk the earth. 

Gary’s work is a monumental process of determination and dedication—especially when the budget, the deadline and a 65-million-year-old crime scene are all working to challenge him. Under the watchful eyes of scientists, archeologists and experts who have spent decades collecting, studying and evaluating a specific creature, Gary puts himself and his team to work recreating these prehistoric beasts.  

From Madagascar to Milan, Berlin to the Badlands, Gary spends time in the field on archeological digs and in the hallowed halls of scientific research institutes in an effort to find out all he can about what he is commissioned to build and the how’s and why’s of a creature’s features. The work is extremely challenging and puts to the test the talents of Gary and his team of studio artists. 

Building the replica of Otzi has been a three-year effort. For two years, Gary and the Dolan DNA Learning Center at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory in New York worked with the South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology to get the CT scans of Otzi that are critical for making the replica. Once he had the scans, Gary was off to Italy for a rare and amazing face-to-face meeting with the 5,300-year-old mummy.  He was on a fact-finding mission to bring back a mind full of visuals that were critical for perfecting the model. Then Gary went to Belgium to review the one-piece 3D print of Otzi, the resin foundation for the entire build. Once in his hands, Gary spent thousands of hours and many months staining, sculpting, casting, molding and painting details on the body to transform a plastic mummy into one that looks very real, very human. The obstacles Gary faced on this project are like none he has ever encountered. Otzi’s body is riddled with challenges that put his talents to the test. “The goal is to make viewers feel they are looking at Otzi.”

Gary began creating sculptures/models of natural forms in 1986 as a first year student at Hastings College in Nebraska, where a flexible degree program combined his interest in art, natural history and biology with practical museum experience. He secured internships at the Smithsonian Institution’s Office of Exhibits Central and at the British Museum of Natural History in London, in 1987 and 1988, respectively. From 1989-1996, Gary worked at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science creating sculptures for temporary and permanent museum displays for many archaeological, paleontological and biological science exhibitions. During his time there, he sculpted a large number of prehistoric invertebrates and animals for the museum’s exhibition “Prehistoric Journey,” which exposed him to his first paleontological field work.

Since becoming a freelance artist in 1996, Gary Staab has been commissioned to create work for many museums, and his sculptures have been seen by millions of museum visitors around the world. His work can be seen in more than 20 books and magazine articles, and it has been displayed in more than 30 different museums, including the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC; the American Museum of Natural History in New York City; Denver Museum of Nature and Science; Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, PA; University of Chicago/Paul Sereno College; Houston Museum of Science; Miami Museum of Science; Milwaukee Public Museum; New Mexico Museum of Natural History; Great Plains Nature Center in Wichita, KS; Indianapolis Children’s Museum, and many more.
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