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PAULA S. APSELL
Senior Executive Producer, NOVA, and 
Director of the WGBH Science Unit
Paula Apsell began her work in broadcast typing the public broadcaster WGBH Boston’s daily logs, a job, she notes, that is now mercifully automated. While at WGBH-FM, her next move, she developed the award-winning children’s drama series The Spider’s Web and served as an on-air radio news producer. She then joined WGBH’s pioneering science documentary series NOVA, producing, among several other programs, Death of a Disease, the first long-form documentary about the worldwide eradication of smallpox. Moving to WCVB, the ABC affiliate in Boston, she became senior producer for medical programming, working with Dr. Timothy Johnson. She then spent a year at MIT as a Knight Science Journalism Fellow until she took over the leadership of NOVA, where she is now senior executive producer and director of the WGBH Science Unit. She is a recipient of the Bradford Washburn Award from the Museum of Science, Boston; the Carl Sagan Award, given by the Council of Scientific Society Presidents; the American Institute of Physics Andrew Gemant Award; and the Planetary Society’s Cosmos Award, among many others. She has served on the board of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History, the Brandeis University Sciences Advisory Committee and the International Documentary Association. 

MICHAEL BICKS
Producer, Director, Writer
Michael Bicks is the founder of Little Bay Pictures in Durham, New Hampshire. A director with more than 25 years of experience, he has earned a reputation as both a serious journalist and an innovative visual storyteller. Most recently, he has been working for PBS’ NOVA, where he has directed numerous films including Smartest Machine on Earth, the story of Watson the IBM computer that competed on “Jeopardy!,” which was the recipient of the National Academies Keck Futures Initiative Communication Award for excellence in science reporting.  
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Bicks got his start at ABC News as Peter Jennings’ researcher for the 1984 election. Continuing at ABC, he worked as a breaking news producer, covering the 1988 and 1992 elections, the coup in the Soviet Union and both gulf wars. In 1993 he went to work for the ABC magazine unit, where he produced more than 100 stories on a wide range of topics.
 
From 1999 through 2010, he was an executive producer and producer for the documentary unit at ABC News. In that capacity, he created numerous series and specials, including the critically acclaimed In the Jury Room, Nascar in Primetime and the television graphic novel, Earth 2100. The recipient of dozens of awards, including an Emmy for investigative reporting and an Alfred I. duPont Award.

DR. NICO DOSENBACH
Pediatric Neurologist and Systems Neuroscientist, Washington University School of Medicine 
Dr. Dosenbach’s research focuses on using multimodal MRI to study use dependent neural plasticity following pediatric brain injury. Dr. Dosenbach earned a Ph.D in systems neuroscience from Washington University School of Medicine and MD from Washington University School of Medicine. He is part of the team of researchers mapping the brain of Jake Hausler, a 12-year-old boy with HSAM (Highly Superior Autobiographical Memory).

DR. ANDRÉ FENTON
Professor of Neural Science, New York University
Dr. André Fenton is a recognized neuroscientist, biomedical engineer and entrepreneur working on three related problems: how brains store information in memory; how brains coordinate knowledge to selectively activate relevant information and suppress irrelevant information; and how to record electrical activity from brain cells in freely moving subjects. Dr. Fenton and colleagues identified PKMzeta as the first molecule that maintains the persistence of memories in the brain, a discovery recognized by Science Magazine as one of the 10 most important breakthroughs in all of science and technology published in 2006.

JAKE HAUSLER
12-Year-Old Boy with HSAM (Highly Superior Autobiographical Memory)
Jake Hausler is a 12-year-old boy who exhibits HSAM (Highly Superior Autobiographical Memory), which means he has the unique ability to remember incredible details from almost every day of his life since age eight. He is the youngest person ever discovered with HSAM, and researchers at Washington University are mapping his brain with new imaging technologies to uncover what makes his memory so powerful to see if he holds the key to understanding.

DR. JULIA SHAW
Professor, Psychologist, and Researcher Studying False Memory, London South Bank University
Dr. Julia Shaw is a senior lecturer (associate professor) and researcher in the Department of Law and Social Sciences at London South Bank University. She is heavily involved in teaching classes on criminology and psychology at the undergraduate and graduate levels, for which she has won two teaching excellence awards.
 
She has published research articles in various international academic journals, has edited a textbook, gives guest lectures at universities around the world and has presented at many international conferences. Additionally, she 
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is currently writing a book called The Memory Illusion: Why you may not be who you think you are, which will be published in 2016 with Penguin Random House and a number of international publishing groups.
 
Besides her teaching and research, she consults as an expert on criminal cases, delivers police-training and military workshops and has evaluated offender diversion programs. She also currently works with the police on historical sexual abuse cases and advises on appropriate investigative interviewing techniques. She is on the board of the European Association of Psychology and Law.


ADDITIONAL ONSITE TALENT:

JULIA CORT
Deputy Executive Producer, NOVA
[bookmark: _GoBack]Julia Cort has more than 25 years of broadcast experience as a producer, writer and director. She joined the WGBH Science Unit in 1991 and has since contributed to more than 80 films, including Making North America, The Fabric of the Cosmos, Smartest Machine on Earth and Chasing Pluto. She was a key player in developing NOVA’s award-winning sister series, NOVA scienceNOW, currently serving as executive producer. In the pursuit of a story, Cort has been blindfolded and led to secret diamond-making factories, waded in leech-infested swamps and attempted to re-create the technological feats of ancient Egyptian engineers. She is a recipient of the George Foster Peabody Award, the National Academies Keck Futures Initiative Communication Award, the American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award, the National Association of Science Writers Science in Society Award and the News & Documentary Emmy.
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