
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PBS AND BBC CO-PRODUCTION FOR SCIENCE SERIES NOVA REVEALS POSSIBLE FIRST VIKING SITE DISCOVERED IN NORTH AMERICA IN 55 YEARS


NOVA’S VIKINGS UNEARTHED to Stream Online Monday, April 4 at 3:30pm ET at pbs.org/nova
followed by U.S. Broadcast Premiere Wednesday, April 6 at 9pm ET/8C on PBS


MARCH 31, 2016 [7:01pm EDT]—PBS’s award-winning science series NOVA reveals what may be the first new Viking site discovered in North America in over 50 years. A groundbreaking co-production investigating the truth behind the legends of the Vikings and their epic journey to North America unveils the find and follows the search for evidence at what could be the furthest known point of the entire Viking expansion.  NOVA’s 2-hour special, VIKINGS UNEARTHED, traces their dramatic exploits in Europe, their extraordinary voyages across the Atlantic and the incredible story of the new discovery.

The special, a co-production with the BBC, will first premiere online at pbs.org/nova, Monday, April 4, at 3:30pm ET/2:30pm CT, followed by the U.S. broadcast premiere, Wednesday, April 6 at 9:00pm ET/8:00pm CT on PBS.

While infamous for their fearsome conquests, the Vikings were also expert seafarers, skilled traders, and courageous explorers who travelled far and wide from Scandinavia to Europe and into Asia. To date, we know of only one other Viking site in North America, found in the 1960s on the very northern tip of Newfoundland, at L’Anse aux Meadows. The discovery rewrote history; for centuries no one knew for sure if the Norse had actually made it to America, as suggested in the Vinland sagas. But are there more? 

Using satellite technology, excavation and investigation of archaeological evidence, space archaeologist Dr. Sarah Parcak (National Geographic Fellow, University of Alabama at Birmingham, and winner of the TED 2016 prize), archaeologist Douglas Bolender (University of Massachusetts, Boston), historian Dan Snow and a team of leading experts from around the globe have discovered, excavated and examined a new archaeological site at Point Rosee, located in southern Newfoundland.  

The new site is the first found in 55 years that has merited closer examination and excavation. It could be the beginning of an exciting period of discovery revealing new insights into the remarkable journeys of the Vikings, who were the first Europeans to set foot in North America—500 years before Columbus. 

Dr. Parcak uses high-resolution imagery from satellites positioned approximately 478 miles above the earth to spot ruins as small as 11 inches buried beneath the surface—making objects that were once invisible, visible.  Through stunning CGI recreations, satellite imagery analysis, and careful investigation of archaeological evidence, the film gives viewers an up close look as the team hunts for answers and sets out to unravel the secrets of these intrepid adventurers and examine just how far into the New World they dared to explore.  

In addition to uncovering the new site, the production explores the rich cultural heritage of the Vikings, including their colorful historical and mythical tales.  Led by historian Dan Snow, the team learns how Vikings voyaged thousands of miles on the rough open seas of the North Atlantic—during a time when most other ships never left the shoreline—by sailing and navigating on an exact replica of an 11th century Viking ship.  Snow also tracks their expansion west—first as raiders, then as settlers and traders—throughout Britain and beyond to Iceland and Greenland.  He uncovers evidence that the Vikings were not just rapacious raiders, but shrewd entrepreneurs whose trading empire stretched from the Caspian Sea in the East all the way to North America.

About the Discovery

· Led by archaeologists Sarah Parcak and Douglas Bolender, and co-directed by Gregory Mumford, University of Alabama at Birmingham, and Frederick Schwarz, Black Spruce Heritage Services​, with support, in part, by a grant from the National Geographic Society, the Newfoundland project used pioneering satellite imagery analysis, excavation and investigation of archaeological evidence to discover, excavate, and examine a new archaeological site at Point Rosee in Newfoundland, which could be the first new Norse site to be discovered in North America in over 50 years. If confirmed as Norse by further research, the site will show that the Vikings traveled much farther in North America than previously known, pushing the boundary of their explorations over 300 miles to the southwest.  

· For more than 50 years, scientists have searched for another Norse site, a challenge given the culture did not leave behind much material, while Canada’s eastern coastline is a vast area to explore.

· Using improved satellite technology, Sarah Parcak and her team looked at tens of thousands of square kilometers along the eastern seaboard of the US and Canada to make this potential Norse discovery.

· Point Rosee is located in southern Newfoundland. The preliminary excavations took place over two-and-a-half weeks in June 2015. The recent processing of satellite imagery data, two magnetometer surveys, preliminary excavations, and the initial, albeit ongoing, analysis of the archaeological site and associated materials have revealed: traces of a few suggestive, sub-surface rectilinear features, some probable bog iron ore roasting, limited exposures of possible turf-type remains, and a few associated AMS radiocarbon dates that range from sometime between 800 and 1300 AD (in addition to other radiocarbon dates).  

· Point Rosee is the second known, pre-Columbian, iron processing site discovered in North America (after L’Anse aux Meadows). Aside from some Inuit applications of meteoric iron and turf structures far to the north in the Arctic, there is no evidence of any indigenous people processing iron, while only one culture had turf walls and processed bog iron ore in North America: the Vikings.  

· Further excavation, analysis, and multi-specialist input are crucial before determining the site’s time period(s) and cultural affiliation(s). 

NOVA’s VIKINGS UNEARTHED—called THE VIKINGS UNCOVERED on BBC One in the UK—is part of the multi-title co-production deal between PBS, BBC, and BBC Worldwide North America, which was announced in January 2015. The partnership delivers a pipeline of inspiring content across the full range of factual genres, including natural history, science, history, religion and the arts. 

VIKINGS UNEARTHED is a BBC Production with PBS, NOVA/WGBH Boston and France Television.  Executive Producer for BBC is Eamon Hardy.  Vice President, Programming and Development for PBS is Bill Gardner. Senior Executive Producer for NOVA is Paula S. Apsell.  Deputy Executive Producer for NOVA is Julia Cort.

“BBC factual programming is constantly striving to produce inspiring and informative TV and this ambitious program featuring leading experts and cutting edge technology will deliver new revelations and real historical insight into the journey the Vikings made across the Atlantic,” says Rachel Morgan, Commissioning Editor for Specialist Factual at the BBC.  “My only regret is that I couldn’t have been there in person alongside Dr. Parcak and Dan Snow on this extraordinary project.”

“As PBS and BBC continue to explore new worlds in science and nature programming together, VIKINGS UNEARTHED broadens the opportunity for further discussion and investigation into the lives of these pioneering warriors, building on NOVA’s tradition of bringing cutting-edge science from around the globe to our viewers.” says Beth Hoppe, Chief Programming Executive and General Manager, General Audience Programming, PBS.


About NOVA
Now in its 43rd season, NOVA is the most-watched primetime science series on American television, reaching an average of five million viewers weekly.  The series remains committed to producing in-depth science programming in the form of hour-long (and occasionally longer) documentaries, from the latest breakthroughs in technology to the deepest mysteries of the natural world.  NOVA is a production of WGBH Boston.  NOVA airs Wednesdays at 9pm ET/PT on WGBH Boston and most PBS stations.  The Director of the WGBH Science Unit and Senior Executive Producer of NOVA is Paula S. Apsell.

National corporate funding for NOVA is provided by Google and Cancer Treatment Centers of America. Major funding for NOVA is provided by the David H. Koch Fund for Science, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and public television viewers. NOVA is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston.

About PBS
PBS, with 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 100 million people through television and over 33 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available atpbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.

About BBC
The BBC has an unrivalled global reputation for the factual content it produces across arts, history, documentaries and natural history, and broadcasts some 7,000 hours of high-quality, distinctive factual programs a year on television. The BBC is recognized as an industry leader in terms of innovation, consistently pushing the boundaries of its productions, delivered to our audience by the most engaging and inspirational experts.

About WGBH
WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster and the largest producer of PBS content for TV and the Web, including Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Arthur, Curious George and more than a dozen other prime-time, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH also is a major supplier of programming for public radio, and oversees Public Radio International (PRI). As a leader in educational multimedia for the classroom, WGBH supplies content to PBS LearningMedia, a national broadband service for teachers and students. WGBH also is a pioneer in technologies and services that make media accessible to those with hearing or visual impairments. WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors. More info at www.wgbh.org.

About BBC Worldwide North America
BBC Worldwide North America is the main commercial arm and wholly-owned subsidiary of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) operating in the U.S. and Canada. The company exists to maximize the value of the BBC’s assets for the benefit of the UK license payer and invests in public service programing in return for rights. The company operates four businesses in the territory – linear and digital content sales and co-productions, consumer products, BBC.com, and two production divisions – BBC Worldwide Productions, responsible for the smash hit Dancing with the Stars and the U.S. version of Top Gear; and Adjacent Productions, producers of Da Vinci’s Demons, Life Below Zero, and Ladies of London, among others. The company also owns a 50.1% share in cable channel BBC AMERICA through a joint venture with AMC Networks.
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