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GIDEON BRADSHAW
Showrunner, “The Planets” — BBC Studios Science
Gideon was the lead director of the hugely successful “Wonders” space brand for the BBC that launched Professor Brian Cox into the homes of millions and went on to win the Peabody Medal for Discovery. Gideon has gone on to become a series producer, shaping bold, innovative series including “Human Universe” for the BBC and Discovery, and “Food: Delicious Science and Countdown to Life” for PBS. Alongside showrunning, Gideon still directs. With unique access to the Aldrin family, he has recently finished putting together the definitive biopic of the second man on the moon, Dr. Buzz Aldrin. 


CHRIS SCHMIDT
Executive Producer, “The Planets” 
Senior Producer, NOVA 
Chris Schmidt is an award-winning showrunner, executive producer, writer, director and filmmaker with a focus on documentary and non-fiction television programming. He has traveled the world to produce and direct films for a wide variety of broadcasters and distributors.

Chris has been with the NOVA family since 1999, when he edited “A Killer’s Trail.” Over the next 10 years, he wrote, directed and executive produced many more films for NOVA. In 2008, he developed the mini-series “Making Stuff,” hosted by technology journalist David Pogue, and later produced “Hunting the Elements,” a popular exploration of chemistry and the periodic table also hosted by David.

Since joining NOVA full time in 2012, Chris has developed, produced, written and executive produced dozens of programs, including news-driven quick-turn-around programs, mini-series and content for digital platforms. Chris is particularly drawn to stories that celebrate discoveries that push the boundaries of physics, chemistry, engineering, astronomy and mathematics. Many of the projects he has helmed recently, including “The Great Math Mystery” and “Inside Einstein’s Mind,” have been nominated for the News & Documentary Emmy Award. In 2016, Chris shared a prestigious Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia University Award for “Mystery Beneath the Ice.”

Chris is a graduate of Northwestern University and University of Chicago.

DR. LINDA SPILKER
Cassini Project Scientist
Dr. Linda Spilker is a planetary scientist at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory who has participated in NASA and international planetary missions for over 40 years. Dr. Spilker’s roles include mission leadership as well as design, planning, operation and scientific data analysis. As Cassini Project Scientist, Dr. Spilker leads a team of more than 300 international scientists. She has worked in a science role on the Cassini project for 30 years and is a Co-I with the Cassini Composite Infrared Spectrometer team.  She previously worked on the Voyager mission for 12 years. She also conducts independent research on the origin and evolution of planetary ring systems, and supports proposals and concept studies for new missions to the outer planets. She enjoys yoga and hiking in National Parks, including her favorite park, Yosemite. She is married with three daughters and seven grandchildren.

Dr. Spilker received her PhD summa cum laude from UCLA in 1992 in Geophysics and Space Physics while also working at JPL. She has received a number of awards, including a NASA Outstanding Public Leadership Medal and two NASA Exceptional Service Medals.

DR. ASHWIN R. VASAVADA
Project Scientist, NASA Curiosity Mars Rover
Dr. Ashwin Vasavada is a planetary scientist at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, California. Currently, he is the Project Scientist for NASA's Curiosity rover that began development in 2003 and successfully reached Mars in August 2012. He now leads the international team of scientists as they explore Gale Crater on the Martian surface. He holds a B.S. in Geophysics and Space Physics from UCLA and a Ph.D. in Planetary Science from Caltech.


ADDITIONAL ONSITE TALENT

JULIA CORT
Deputy Executive Producer, NOVA
Since joining the WGBH Science Unit, Cort has contributed to over 100 films and miniseries, including “Addiction,” “Pluto and Beyond,” “Poisoned Water,” “Making North America,” “The Fabric of the Cosmos” and “Smartest Machine on Earth.” She played a key role in developing and producing NOVA’s award-winning sister series, “NOVA scienceNOW,” and served as executive producer of the recent mini-series, “NOVA Wonders.” In her quest to make complex science accessible to all, Cort has traveled deep underground to investigate the hunt for dark matter, been blindfolded and led to secret diamond-making factories, waded into leech-infested swamps, and attempted to re-create the technological feats of ancient Egyptian engineers. Her work has been honored with the George Foster Peabody Award, the National Academies Keck Communication Award, the AAAS Science Journalism Award, the American Institute of Physics Science Writing Award, the National Association of Science Writers Science in Society Award and the News & Documentary Emmy.
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