

NOVA “THE PLANETS” a PBS and BBC Studios Co-Production,
Tells the Spectacular Life Story of Our Solar System in Groundbreaking 
Five-Part Series Narrated by Zachary Quinto

Series Premieres Wednesdays, July 24-August 14, 2019 at 9pm ET/8C on PBS 
(check local listings)
		
www.pbs.org/theplanets
@novapbs 
#ThePlanetsPBS

BOSTON, MA; June 18, 2019 —The award-winning science series, NOVA, produced for PBS by WGBH Boston, will premiere a groundbreaking five-part miniseries, THE PLANETS, Wednesdays, July 24-August 14, 2019 as part of the PBS “Summer of Space.” The latest major co-production from PBS and BBC Studios, the series takes viewers on a 4.5-billion-year journey through the incredible story of our solar system, brought vividly to life in stunning new detail revealed by the latest and most daring space missions.    

WATCH A 60-SECOND SERIES TEASER HERE

The series is narrated by Emmy-nominated actor and producer Zachary Quinto, known for his roles as Sylar in the popular television show “Heroes” and Spock in the rebooted “Star Trek” films, and recently cast in the lead role of AMC’s new supernatural horror series “NOS4A2.”

In five one-hour episodes, THE PLANETS combines dazzling CGI imagery, the latest planetary science research, and extraordinary footage captured by orbiters, landers, and rovers to reveal the beauty and grandeur of each planet like never before. The series treats viewers to an unimaginable, up-close look at awe-inspiring sights across the solar system—from haunting landscapes, to colossal weather systems, to strange environments of fantastic scale.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
“We are incredibly excited that NOVA is bringing THE PLANETS to our viewers,” said Bill Gardner, Vice President of Programming & Development for PBS. “This innovative cinematic approach to science storytelling, combined with the very latest in scientific context and insight, is exactly what the multi-year co-production partnership between PBS and the BBC is designed to achieve. We look forward to continuing to innovate together and bringing the absolute best in science storytelling to our audiences across the globe.”

Each character in THE PLANETS has a fascinating story; from the rocky inner worlds—Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars; to the massive gas giant, Jupiter; to the mysterious, ringed Saturn; to the cold, remote ice worlds—Uranus, Neptune, Pluto, and beyond. What can their extreme features tell us about how our solar system formed? Can they provide clues about the possibility of life on other worlds?

“This is a drama played out on a cosmic scale. In five gripping stories, we journey through each planet’s past and present, weaving through plot twists as they make their way through time and space,” said Chris Schmidt, Executive Producer for NOVA. “And, using the latest scientific research, we look forward billions of years at what the future might hold for these faraway worlds—and ask questions about the fate of our own planet: Earth.”

“For the first time we are revealing the life story of the planets. It’s a story that covers four and a half billion years of history and reveals the extraordinary events that have shaped the eight worlds of the solar system, including our own,” said Andrew Cohen, Executive Producer and Head of BBC Studios Science Unit. “Using the very latest scientific discoveries, cutting-edge GFX, and expert commentary from across the globe, we have pieced together a great drama—one that ultimately uncovers the surprising truth behind our own precarious existence amongst the chaos of our cosmic neighborhood.”

THE PLANETS features interviews with leading scientists from the world’s most renowned space missions; from the Cassini mission around Saturn; to the Voyager missions 1 and 2 to the outer solar system; to the Juno mission to Jupiter; to the New Horizons mission to Pluto and the Kuiper Belt. Featured experts include Dr. David Grinspoon, Senior Scientist, Planetary Science Institute; Dr. Carrie Anderson, Cassini CIRS Co-Investigator, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center; Dr. Steve Squyres, Principal Investigator, Mars Exploration Rover (MER) missions, NASA; Dr. Anjali Tripathi, Astrophysicist, Harvard University; Dr. Ashwin Vasavada, Project Scientist, Curiosity, NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL); Dr. Heidi Becker, Radiation Monitoring Investigation Lead, Juno, NASA’s JPL; Dr. Alan Stern, Principal Investigator, New Horizons, NASA; Dr. Linda Spilker, Project Scientist, Cassini, NASA’s JPL; and many more.  

NOVA “THE PLANETS: INNER WORLDS” PREMIERES WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2019 AT 9PM ET/8C ON PBS
Meet the Rocky Planets—Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars. These four inner worlds closest to the Sun were all born from the same material in the same era, but they couldn’t be more different. Tiny Mercury is the runt of the litter, almost like a moon. Venus is devilishly hot, and Mars is a frozen desert world. Only on Earth do we find the unique conditions for life as we know it. But why only here? Were Earth's neighbors always so extreme? 

NOVA “THE PLANETS: MARS” PREMIERES WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 2019 AT 10PM ET/9C ON PBS
Mars, known as the “Red Planet,” was once a vibrant blue water-world, home to raging rivers, active volcanoes, and even an ocean. But as the young planet’s core cooled, its magnetic field and protective atmosphere faded, eventually exposing it to the wrath of the sun. With its volcanoes extinguished and its water lost to space, Mars became the frozen desert planet we know today. With so many necessary elements in place, did life ever form here?

NOVA “THE PLANETS: JUPITER” PREMIERES WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2019 AT 9PM ET/8C ON PBS
Tyrannical Jupiter is not just the oldest planet orbiting the sun, it’s also the largest. Science suggests this marble-like gas giant barreled through the early solar system using its massive gravitational force to create havoc and destruction. But it also shaped life on Earth, delivering comets laden with water—and perhaps even the fateful asteroid that wiped out the dinosaurs. Does this magnificent giant still wield its power over the fates of the other planets today? 

NOVA “THE PLANETS: SATURN” PREMIERES WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019 AT 9PM ET/8C ON PBS
Nearly a billion miles from the Sun lies perhaps the most captivating and beloved planet: Saturn. Over the past 40 years, a handful of space probes have given us glimpses of Saturn. But NASA’s Cassini, which explored the gas giant’s realm for 13 years, delivered the most breathtaking new insights. NOVA takes viewers inside Cassini’s epic journey as it makes stunning discoveries: Saturn’s rings are younger than the dinosaurs and may be remnants of an ice moon. And geysers erupting ice and gas on the moon Enceladus show that it could have all the ingredients for life. But to protect it, the Cassini team makes a bittersweet decision. 

NOVA “THE PLANETS: ICE WORLDS” PREMIERES WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019 AT 9PM ET/8C ON PBS
Over a billion miles from the Sun, beyond the rocky inner planets and the gas giants, lie the ice worlds—Uranus and Neptune. Viewers get an up-close look inside the missions that rewrote the story of the outer solar system: NASA’s Voyager missions 1 & 2 capture Neptune’s supersonic winds, and rings around a tipped-over Uranus, and New Horizons’ flyby of Pluto in 2015, reveals jagged ice mountains and an underground ocean and change everything scientists thought about the beloved dwarf planet. As the series concludes, we ask: what new discoveries await us in this remarkable region of the Milky Way we call home?  

THE PLANETS will be available for streaming on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS Video App, which is available on iOS, Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, and Chromecast. PBS station members can view episodes via Passport (contact your local PBS station for details).

THE PLANETS is a BBC Studios Production with NOVA and WGBH Boston for PBS and BBC, co-produced by Tencent Penguin Pictures, and is an Open University partnership. The series is part of a co-production deal between PBS and BBC Studios. The partnership provides a pipeline of the high-quality, entertaining factual programs that PBS and BBC audiences have come to expect. Executive Producer for NOVA is Chris Schmidt. Executive Producer for BBC Studios and Head of BBC Studios Science is Andrew Cohen.  Series Producer for BBC Studios Science is Gideon Bradshaw. THE PLANETS was commissioned for BBC One by Tom McDonald, Head of Commissioning, Natural History and Specialist Factual, and is overseen for PBS by Bill Gardner, Vice President of Programming and Development. NOVA Co-Executive Producers are Julia Cort and Chris Schmidt. NOVA is a production of WGBH Boston. The series is distributed worldwide by BBC Studios.

National Corporate funding for NOVA is provided by Draper. Major funding for NOVA is provided by the David H. Koch Fund for Science, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and PBS viewers. 

###

About NOVA
Now in its 46th season, NOVA is the most-watched primetime science series on American television, reaching an average of five million viewers weekly. The series remains committed to producing in-depth science programming in the form of hour-long (and occasionally longer) documentaries, from the latest breakthroughs in technology to the deepest mysteries of the natural world. NOVA is a production of WGBH Boston. NOVA airs Wednesdays at 9pm ET/8C on WGBH Boston and most PBS stations. 

About PBS Summer of Space 
Along with NOVA “The Planets,” PBS brings viewers the universe with SUMMER OF SPACE, a multiplatform experience that includes six new science and history programs, all commemorating America’s journey into space. The celebration officially kicks off July 8 with a new space-themed ANTIQUES ROADSHOW “Out of This World” and the epic three-part special “Chasing the Moon” from AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, charting the worldwide race to space during the 1950s and ‘60s. NOVA special “Back to the Moon” (July 10) explores how new scientific discoveries are fueling excitement for a return to the lunar surface. 8 DAYS: TO THE MOON AND BACK (July 17) tells the story of Apollo 11 with rare mission audio and CGI recreation of the crew experience, and in the three-part ANCIENT SKIES series (July 24), audiences will discover the centuries of knowledge, experimentation and engineering that helped our ancestors explore outer space. Immersive and interactive space content will also stream concurrently on PBS.org, OTT and PBS apps. PBS Digital Studios will launch HORIZONS (June 13), a new space-themed miniseries on Facebook and stations across the nation will take to Instagram Stories to feature a variety of NASA images.

About PBS
PBS, with nearly 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 100 million people through television and nearly 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. Decades of research confirms that PBS’ premier children’s media service, PBS KIDS, helps children build critical literacy, math and social-emotional skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality educational content on TV – including a new 24/7 channel, online at pbskids.org, via an array of mobile apps and in communities across America. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile and connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

About WGBH
[bookmark: _GoBack]WGBH Boston is America’s pre-eminent public broadcaster and the largest producer of PBS content for TV and the web, including Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Arthur, Curious George and more than a dozen other primetime, lifestyle, and children’s series. WGBH also is a major supplier of programming for public radio, and oversees Public Radio International (PRI). As a leader in educational multimedia for the classroom, WGBH supplies content to PBS LearningMedia, a national broadband service for teachers and students. WGBH also is a pioneer in technologies and services that make media accessible to those with hearing or visual impairments. WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors. More info at www.wgbh.org.
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