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OUT OF LEFT FIELD:

THE MAKING OF THE CHINESE OLYMPIC BASEBALL TEAM

AN EIGHT/KAET PRESENTATION

Quotes

EIGHT/KAET-TV
“There are three languages that have to be spoken. There’s Chinese. There’s English. And there’s baseball.”
Bruce Hurst, Boston Red Sox Hall of Fame pitcher
“Most of the world has been scouted. All of Latin America. Into Nicaragua and Cuba. We are talking about over a billion people in China. There’s got to be a superstar hiding out in the woods somewhere down there that just needs to be taught baseball.”
Mike Baker, New York Yankees scout
“Maybe in the future we can have baseball Yao Ming, like in NBA.”
Wong Wey, Chinese Olympic baseball catcher

“Governments. Culture. Language. They don’t matter. Only thing that matters is how I get this guy out and get me in the dugout.”
Bruce Hurst, Boston Red Sox Hall of Fame pitcher

“To go to a country of that size and that magnitude and start baseball in the country that may go on forever is a huge, huge opportunity and a privilege.”
Jim Lefebvre, former player and coach with the Los Angeles Dodgers
-more-
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"Our goal is to make baseball in China part of the culture.  We're talking about a country of more than one billion people. We know there are some stars out there just waiting to be discovered.  What we need is to find that Yao Ming, a dominating player that the country can relate to.  Once we start finding players like that, it's only a matter of time. China will become a superpower in baseball, there's no doubt about it." 
Jim Lefebvre, former player and coach with the Los Angeles Dodgers


This program was made possible in part by Avnet.
Working to accelerate the success of our global business partners, with distribution and supply 
chain services, and technology solutions since 1921. 

About Eight/KAET-TV
Eight, Arizona PBS specializes in the education of children, in-depth news and public affairs, lifelong learning, and the celebration of arts and culture — utilizing the power of noncommercial television, the Internet, educational outreach services, and community-based initiatives. The PBS station began broadcasting from the campus of Arizona State University on January 30, 1961.  Now more than 80 percent of Arizonans receive the signal through a network of translators, cable and satellite systems.  With more than 1.3 million viewers each week, Eight consistently ranks among the most-viewed public television stations per capita in the country.  Arizonans provide more than 60 percent of the station’s annual budget. For more information, visit www.azpbs.org.
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