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PBS’ DIVERSE FALL LINEUP INCLUDES THE PREMIERES OF “WIRED SCIENCE,” KEN BURNS’S NEWEST FILM, “THE WAR,” AND THREE NEW CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
PBS’ Icon Series Return This Fall With New Episodes

This fall, the fast-paced, new weekly series WIRED SCIENCE joins the elite ranks of ANTIQUES ROADSHOW, FRONTLINE, NATURE, NOVA and MASTERPIECE THEATRE as a PBS series. WIRED SCIENCE translates Wired magazine’s award-winning journalism, design and irreverent attitude into a weekly television program that will span the globe to chronicle the scientific advances and technologies that are transforming the world.

This fall also marks the multiple-night, multiple-week premiere of Ken Burns’s THE WAR, which explores the history and horror of World War II through the experiences of a handful of men and women from four American towns. 

Other highlights in the PBS fall schedule include the seventh “Up” film, P.O.V. “49 Up,” in Michael Apted’s acclaimed series; Timothy Ferris’ SEEING IN THE DARK, about amateur stargazing; historian Bettany Hughes’ examination of an ancient society and culture in ATHENS: THE DAWN OF DEMOCRACY; and David Grubin’s THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART. MOST HONORABLE SON tells the story of the first Japanese-American war hero in World War II, while BROWN IS THE NEW GREEN: GEORGE LOPEZ AND THE AMERICAN DREAM looks at the increasing economic clout of Hispanic America. 

On September 3, PBS KIDS premieres two new literacy-based programs, SUPER WHY! and WORDWORLD. SUPER WHY!, an animated preschool series from Out of the Blue Enterprises, is designed to help boost children’s literacy skills through interactive and engaging fairytale adventures that encourage viewer participation. WORDWORLD, created by Don Moody and presented by WTTW, helps build young children’s language and literacy skills through fun narratives built around the WordFriends, who are characters first and words second. 
For early elementary school kids, PBS KIDS GO! launches WORDGIRL as a full half-hour series on September 7 (with a sneak peek on September 3). This animated series, designed to enrich children’s vocabulary, first launched as shorts on PBS KIDS GO! and a Web site at pbskidsgo.org/wordgirl in November 2006 and features the voices of Tom Kenny (“SpongeBob SquarePants”), Chris Parnell (“Saturday Night Live”) and veteran character actor Jeffrey Tambor. 

-more-

Other major highlights include:

SEPTEMBER
LORDS OF THE GOURD: THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

Wednesday, September 5, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

The extreme gardeners who compete at the annual Cooperstown Weigh Off have one obsessive goal — to raise the biggest pumpkin in the world. This program follows Joe Pukos and his fellow competitors through the final harrowing days of harvest and the journey across New York State with the bulging behemoths strapped into the beds of their pick-ups. 

MYSTERY! “The Inspector Lynley Mysteries, Series 6”
Sundays, September 9-16, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Detective Inspector Lynley (Nathaniel Parker) and Detective Sergeant Havers (Sharon Small), Elizabeth George’s crime-cracking duo from opposite sides of the track, are back in four new contemporary mysteries. 

BROWN IS THE NEW GREEN: GEORGE LOPEZ AND THE AMERICAN DREAM
Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Latinos, this nation’s largest and fastest-growing minority group, are big business. This fast-paced program examines how efforts to profit from this group are shaping the contemporary Latino identity. The documentary’s focal point is George Lopez.  

AMERICAN MASTERS “Tony Bennett: The Music Never Ends”

Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

The story of a common man with an uncommon gift, the film includes complete coverage of Tony Bennett’s 2005 Monterey Jazz Festival performance and interviews at his home and painting studio.
MOST HONORABLE SON

Monday, September 17, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Nebraska farmer Ben Kuroki became the first Japanese-American war hero, surviving 58 missions as an aerial gunner during World War II. Through interviews and rare, never-before-seen film, this program recounts one man’s remarkable journey, providing context to two seemingly disparate histories — the U.S. air war and the Japanese-American experience.

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert”
Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma joins the New York Philharmonic for the Lincoln Center opening night gala in an all-Dvořák program.
P.OV. “Lumo”
Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
Lumo Sinai was just 20 when marauding soldiers attacked her. Rejected by her fiancé and cast aside by her family, she awaits reconstructive surgery. “Lumo” is her story, tragic in its cruelties and inspiring for her dignity and the struggle she wages, with the help of an extraordinary African hospital, to overcome shame, fear and the affliction that robs her of a normal life.
-more-
SEEING IN THE DARK

Wednesday, September 19, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

This documentary introduces viewers to the rewards of first-person, hands-on astronomy. Written, produced and narrated by award-winning filmmaker, journalist and best-selling author Timothy Ferris, the program is based on Ferris’ book, Seeing in the Dark.
AMERICAN MASTERS “Orozco: Man of Fire”

Wednesday, September 19, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Often thought of as the other Mexican muralist, beside his more flamboyant compatriot Diego Rivera, José Clemente Orozco was a leader of the Mexican Renaissance. His bold, dynamic frescoes had a profound impact on American painters and inspired U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to put artists to work during the Great Depression. 
THE CANDIDATES 2008 “The Democrats on Health Care and Financial Security”
Thursday, September 20, 2007, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET
Judy Woodruff moderates the first of two live debates among the major parties’ presidential candidates. This forum, featuring Democratic presidential candidates, will be presented live from the Adler Theater in Davenport, Iowa.

THE WAR

Sunday-Wednesday, September 23-26 and Sunday, September 30, 2007, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary

THE WAR, a new seven-part documentary series directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the tales of so-called ordinary men and women who become caught up in one of the greatest cataclysms in human history.

PBS PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY FORUM WITH TAVIS SMILEY

Thursday, September 27, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Tavis Smiley moderates a panel of journalists of color posing questions to the major Republican presidential candidates in this historic forum. Candidates will be quizzed on issues ranging from healthcare and housing to Katrina relief, the economy and the environment, among others, as outlined in Smiley’s #1 New York Times best-seller, The Covenant With Black America. 

OCTOBER

THE WAR

Monday-Tuesday, October 1-2, 2007, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary

THE WAR, a new seven-part documentary series directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the tales of so-called ordinary men and women who become caught up in one of the greatest cataclysms in human history.

WIRED SCIENCE

Series Premiere Wednesday, October 3, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

For almost 15 years, Wired has been the first word on the ways science and technology are changing the world. This new weekly series translates the periodical’s breakout journalism and irreverent attitude into a PBS series. 
-more-

MYSTERY! “The Inspector Lynley Mysteries, Series 6”

Sundays, October 7-14, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Detective Inspector Lynley (Nathaniel Parker) and Detective Sergeant Havers (Sharon Small), Elizabeth George’s crime-cracking duo from opposite sides of the track, are back in four new contemporary mysteries. 

THE MAGNIFICENT VOYAGE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Monday, October 8, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

This program centers on Christopher Columbus’ historic first voyage, re-created with replicas of the Nina, Pinta and Santa Maria. The documentary tells the timeless story of Columbus’ Atlantic crossing, his fateful first encounter with native peoples, his eventful voyage through the Bahamas to Cuba and Hispaniola, and his dramatic return to Europe, bringing with him the news of the land and people.
NOVA “Secrets of the Samurai Sword”
Series Season Premiere Tuesday, October 9, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

With unparalleled access, NOVA travels deep into Japan’s ancient foundries, follows the craft of the traditional swordsmiths and attends samurai fighting school to reveal the art and science behind making what many call the perfect sword.

P.O.V. “49 Up”

Tuesday, October 9, 2007, 9:00-11:30 p.m. ET

In one of documentary cinema’s more remarkable enterprises, “49 Up” makes its U.S. broadcast premiere as the seventh in a series of films that has profiled a group of English children every seven years, beginning in 1964. By director Michael Apted (Coal Miner’s Daughter, Gorky Park, Gorillas in the Mist, Amazing Grace).
THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART

Mondays, October 15, 9:00-11:00 p.m. and October 22, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
According to the CDC, heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States and a major cause of disability. THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART, by producer David Grubin, is a new three-part series that travels the globe to explore human heart function.
NOVA “The Ghost in Your Genes”

Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

In a provocative report from the frontiers of biology, NOVA explores new findings that call into question the long-held belief that all inherited traits are passed on by our genes. The fast-growing field of epigenetics investigates hidden influences that could affect not only our health today, but that of our descendants far into the future.

FRONTLINE “Cheney’s Law”
Series Season Premiere Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
For three decades, Vice President Dick Cheney has waged a secretive and often bitter battle to expand the power of the presidency. FRONTLINE meticulously traces the behind-closed-doors battle within the administration over the power of the presidency and the rule of law.
INDEPENDENT LENS “Wordplay”
Series Season Premiere Tuesday, October 16, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

The INDEPENDENT LENS season premiere presents an entertaining and informative look at the work of Will Shortz, editor of The New York Times crossword puzzle, and that of the puzzle constructors with whom he collaborates.
-more-

MASTERPIECE THEATRE “The Amazing Mrs Pritchard”

Series Season Premiere Sundays, October 21, 2007, 9:00-11:00 and October 28, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Jane Horrocks (Little Voice, “Absolutely Fabulous,” Life Is Sweet) plays Ros Pritchard, a supermarket manager, wife and mother who captures the votes of a disillusioned electorate and then rises to the occasion.
FRONTLINE “Showdown with Iran”
Tuesday, October 23, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
As Iraq descends into chaos and civil war, FRONTLINE examines the rise of its neighbor — Iran — as one of America’s greatest threats and most puzzling foreign policy challenges.

INDEPENDENT LENS “Please Vote for Me”
Tuesday, October 23, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This film follows eight-year-old students in an elementary school in China as they campaign for school monitor. This is the first election for a class leader to be held in a school in China.

THE CANDIDATES 2008 “The Republicans on Health Care and Financial Security”
Thursday, October 25, 2007, 8:00-9:30 p.m. ET
Judy Woodruff moderates the second of two live debates among the major parties’ presidential candidates. This debate, featuring Republican presidential candidates, will be presented live from the Orpheum Theater in Sioux City, Iowa.
NATURE “Silence of the Bees”
Series Season Premiere Sunday, October 28, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

This high-definition program, which opens NATURE’s 26th season, follows scientists’ race to solve the mystery of “colony collapse disorder” — the disappearance in recent times of 25 percent of America’s bees, some of the most important insects in the human food chain.

ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Sunday, October 28, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY presents artists speaking directly to the audience and encourages viewers to find their own innate abilities to engage contemporary art and explore creative thinking and self-expression. Each one-hour program has been loosely organized around a broad category or theme — romance, protest, ecology, paradox — that can help audiences analyze, compare, contrast and juxtapose the artists profiled.
AMERICAN MASTERS “Good Ol’ Charles Schulz” 
Wednesday, October 29, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

This is a quintessentially Midwestern story of an unassuming, self-doubting man who, through expressing his unique view of the world, redefined the comic art form. The genius of Charles Shulz’ “Peanuts” lay in the daily collisions of insiders and outsiders, of mundane cruelties and transcendent hopes, and seeing the extraordinary in the ordinary. 
NOVA “Marathon Challenge”
Tuesday, October 30, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

What does it take for the average person to run one of the world’s toughest races? NOVA finds out in a program that’s both a human story and an intriguing scientific exploration of the way our bodies respond to intense exercise demands. Beginning in the summer of 2006, NOVA followed 13 novices as they took the first steps toward running in the 2007 Boston Marathon. 
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FRONTLINE “The Undertaking”
Tuesday, October 30, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
In this moving and powerful film, FRONTLINE enters the world of Thomas Lynch, a poet and undertaker whose family has cared for the dead in a small Michigan town for three generations.
INDEPENDENT LENS “Storm of Emotions”
Tuesday, October 30, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET
“Storm of Emotions” is a film about the Israeli disengagement from the Gaza Strip and efforts to achieve democracy amidst great social and political turmoil. Told from the perspective of the Israeli police force, this film explores how these individuals try to balance their emotions, beliefs and conscience while attempting to maintain civil order and a democratic outcome.

NOVEMBER

NATURE “In the Valley of the Wolves”

Sunday, November 4, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Bob Landis spent more than three years with the first wolves reintroduced into Yellowstone — the Druid wolf pack. Filmed in high definition. 

MASTERPIECE THEATRE “The Amazing Mrs Pritchard”

Sundays, November 4-18, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Jane Horrocks (Little Voice, “Absolutely Fabulous,” Life Is Sweet) plays Ros Pritchard, a supermarket manager, wife and mother who captures the votes of a disillusioned electorate and then rises to the occasion.

ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Sundays, November 4-18, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY presents artists speaking directly to the audience and encourages viewers to find their own innate abilities to engage contemporary art and explore creative thinking and self-expression. Each one-hour program has been loosely organized around a broad category or theme — romance, protest, ecology, paradox — that can help audiences analyze, compare, contrast and juxtapose the artists profiled.
AMERICAN MASTERS “Carol Burnett”
Wednesday, November 5, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

For 11 years on “The Carol Burnett Show,” Carol Burnett yelled like Tarzan and won — and sometimes broke — our hearts with her edgy, always sympathetic, characters. She could fall down a flight of stairs or hold her own in a duet with Julie Andrews. Yet, as with so many brilliant comedians, hers was a difficult childhood. 

NOVA “Sputnik Declassified”
Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET 

The world changed on October 4, 1957, when the U.S. public heard the shocking news that the Soviet Union had successfully launched the first satellite, Sputnik I. Why didn’t the U.S. beat the Soviets in this first crucial round of the space race? NOVA explores this untold story.
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INDEPENDENT LENS “Red White Black & Blue”
Tuesday, November 6, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
On June 7, 1942, 3,000 Japanese troops invaded Alaska, the only invasion of American soil since the War of 1812. Sixty years later, two U.S. soldiers who fought on the remote Aleutian island of Attu embark on a journey back to one of the bloodiest battles of World War II, where they relive the brutal 19-day combat that the American government kept secret.
NATURE “The Cheetah Orphans”
Sunday, November 11, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Veteran filmmaker Simon King takes on the role of mother to two cheetah cubs, Toki and Sambu, orphaned when their mother was killed by a lion. It’s a two-year emotional rollercoaster, from terrifying stand-offs with rhinos and leopards to some of the most intimate moments of cheetah life ever captured on film. 

BILLY CRYSTAL: THE MARK TWAIN PRIZE
Monday, November 12, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

This year, the annual special salutes Billy Crystal, the 2007 recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. 

NOVA “Judgment Day: Intelligent Design on Trial”
Tuesday, November 13, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

One of the latest battles in the war over evolution took place in a tiny town of Dover, Pennsylvania. NOVA captures the emotional conflict in interviews with the townspeople, scientists and lawyers who participated in the historic 2004 trial, Kitzmiller, et. al. v. Dover School District, et. al.

INDEPENDENT LENS “Miss Navajo”
Tuesday, November 13, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET
For more than 50 years, the Miss Navajo Nation beauty pageant has given its contestants opportunities to showcase not just their beauty, but their skills in dance, music and sheep slaughtering. Following contestants in their quest for the crown and featuring personal stories of recent winners, “Miss Navajo” is a celebration of womanhood.
NATURE “The Beauty of Ugly”
Sunday, November 18, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

From frogfish and hagfish to naked mole rats and elephant seals, from vultures and warthogs to proboscis monkeys and the ugliest bug in Oklahoma, this program shows how and why ugly can be beautiful, even when it isn’t pretty. 

ATHENS: THE DAWN OF DEMOCRACY

Monday, November 19, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Bettany Hughes (HELEN OF TROY) explores the remarkable stories behind the birth of democracy in Athens nearly 2,500 years ago. Her journey takes her from Washington to Athens to uncover the remarkable society in which democracy first flourished — and then was forgotten for more than 2,000 years.

-more-
NOVA “Master of the Killer Ants” (w.t.)
Tuesday, November 20, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET 

In the Mandaras Mountains of northern Cameroon lives the Mofu — an ancient tribe that shares its homes and crops with insects in a mutual balance of survival. But this year, a terrible drought has hit the region, and the termites, usually the Mofu’s precious ally, have left the fields and invaded the huts and granaries. To fight back, the Mofu shaman calls for Jaglavak, a ferocious army ant with the body of a dragon.

INDEPENDENT LENS “The Creek Runs Red”
Tuesday, November 20, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This program explores the human response to an environmental disaster in the mining town of Pincher, Oklahoma, and the complex connection between people and place.
GREAT PERFORMANCES “The Israel Philharmonic 70th Anniversary Gala Concert”
Wednesday, November 21, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

In celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Israel Philharmonic’s founding, GREAT PERFORMANCES travels to Tel Aviv, Israel, to take part in a gala concert paying tribute to the social significance and musical pedigree of this esteemed organization. 

AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS “Homegrown: Islam in Prison”
Monday, November 26, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Radical Islam has spread throughout Europe. Will this militant mindset become “homegrown” and threaten the United States? “Homegrown,” a special in the AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS series, examines a crucial question: are U.S. prisons incubators for radical Islam and terrorist ideology?

AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS “Campus Battleground”
Monday, November 26, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

“Campus Battleground,” a special in the AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS series, focuses on the University of California-Berkeley and Columbia University in New York, where pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian students struggle over the competing claims of Zionism and Palestinian nationalism, over what history teaches and whether absolute demands can ever lead to honorable compromise.
INDEPENDENT LENS “Sisters in Law”
Tuesday, November 27, 2007, 10:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. ET
This program looks at the work of one small courthouse in the African nation of Cameroon. With fierce compassion, the tough-minded state prosecutor Vera Ngassa and court president Beatrice Ntuba dispense wisdom, wisecracks and justice in fair measure.
GREAT PERFORMANCES “Eric Clapton Crossroads Festival Chicago”
Wednesday, November 28, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Eric Clapton leads an all-star lineup of B.B. King, Willie Nelson, Sheryl Crow, John Mayer, Jeff Beck and Buddy Guy in a once-in-a-lifetime collaboration from America’s blues capital, Chicago. Bill Murray hosts.

DECEMBER

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “Jazz @ Lincoln Center: Red Hot Holiday Stomp”
Monday, December 10, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis and friends present a holiday stomp.
-more-

P.O.V. “Wrestling With Angels: Playwright Tony Kushner”

Wednesday, December 12, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Tony Kushner, whose epochal Angels in America won a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony, has emerged as one of the country’s leading playwrights — and one of its fiercest moral critics. In this film, Oscar-winning director Freida Lee Mock followed Kushner for three tumultuous years, from September 11, 2001, to the 2004 presidential election, to delve into the passions that keep him reaching for the great American play. 
GREAT PERFORMANCES “The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny From LA Opera”

Monday, December 17, 2007, 9:00-11:30 p.m. ET

Audra McDonald stars in a new production of The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny, one of the great 20th-century operas. Composer Kurt Weill and playwright Bertolt Brecht’s savage and lyrical satire is conducted by music director James Conlon.
NOVA “Missing in Mig Alley”
Tuesday, December 18, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

In 1950, Russian and American fighters clashed over Korea in the fastest dogfights ever seen. This was the world’s first jet war, pitting the two most advanced planes of their day, the American F-86 Sabre and the Soviet MiG-15, in furious air battles that pushed their pilots’ skills to the limit. NOVA puts viewers in the cockpit to experience the lethal split-second duels in the skies over the epicenter of the air campaign, dubbed MiG Alley.

CHRISTMAS WITH THE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR FEATURING SISSEL

Wednesday, December 19, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET; rpt. Monday, December 24, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

European singing sensation Sissel joins the renowned Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Orchestra at Temple Square for an annual holiday concert. 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic New Year’s Eve with Joshua Bell” (w.t.)

Monday, December 31, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET
Violinist Joshua Bell joins the New York Philharmonic for a New Year’s Eve gala.

GREAT PERFORMANCES “Garrison Keillor’s New Year’s Eve” (w.t.)
Monday, December 31, 2007, 10:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. ET

Last year, the good folks of “A Prairie Home Companion” found a new home on public television with two specials on GREAT PERFORMANCES: first, an Independence Day broadcast from Tanglewood in July 2006, followed-up at year’s end with a New Year’s Eve special from Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium. Garrison Keillor returns to GREAT PERFORMANCES in 2007 for a third holiday-themed special, this time from his home base at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul, Minnesota. “Prairie Home” regulars will ring in the New Year along with some special guests.

PBS KIDS
Season two of the PBS KIDS preschool destination with Miss Lori and Hooper begins on Labor Day, September 3. The new season will feature more interactivity, new curriculum-based segments and “Dot’s Story Factory,” a new user-generated content feature at pbskids.org that invites kids to submit their own stories for display online and on-air. 
The PBS KIDS preschool block line-up includes CURIOUS GEORGE, CLIFFORD THE BIG RED DOG, DRAGON TALES and the new preschool series, SUPER WHY!.
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SUPER WHY!, which debuts on September 3, is an animated preschool series from Out of the Blue Enterprises. This superhero show is designed to boost literacy skills through interactive fairytale adventures that encourage viewers to participate through entertaining and engaging games. Whyatt Beanstalk, younger brother of Jack from “Jack in the Beanstalk,” and his three fairytale character friends transform into the “Super Readers,” with special literacy-charged powers. The Super Readers jump into books to discover answers and find solutions to everyday preschooler questions and challenges.

WORDWORLD also debuts September 3 on PBS KIDS. In WORDWORLD, words are truly the stars of the show. Created by Don Moody and presented by WTTW, each episode is a fun narrative built around the WordFriends, who are characters first and words second. WordWorld is a colorful, vibrant, word-rich place where friends have fun and meet challenges in the same way: through WordPlay.

MAMA MIRABELLE’S HOME MOVIES, from National Geographic, premieres on PBS KIDS the weekend of September 8. This warm-hearted, high-spirited show about a sassy, soulful elephant host named Mama Mirabelle and the young animal characters she cares for on the African savanna stars Vanessa Williams as the voice of Mama. The series combines a uniquely animated world that preschoolers will want to explore with stunning wildlife movies from the National Geographic and BBC award-winning archives.
PBS KIDS GO!
PBS KIDS GO!, for early elementary school-aged kids, launches WORDGIRL as a full half-hour series on September 7 (with a sneak peek on September 3). The new full-length series from Scholastic Media and Soup2Nuts builds off of the success of the popular shorts that debuted on-air and online at pbskidsgo.org in November 2006. Featuring all new storylines, WORDGIRL chronicles the adventures of Becky Botsford, a mild-mannered fifth grader who, at the call of duty, transforms into WordGirl — caped crusader and definition dynamo. The half-hour animated series features the voices of Tom Kenny (“SpongeBob SquarePants”), Chris Parnell (“Saturday Night Live”) and veteran character actor Jeffrey Tambor. 

 

In addition, new episodes from continuing series premiere this fall on PBS KIDS, including CURIOUS GEORGE, SESAME STREET, BETWEEN THE LIONS, BARNEY AND FRIENDS, TELETUBBIES, BOB THE BUILDER, FRANNY’S FEET and THOMAS AND FRIENDS. On PBS KIDS GO!, ARTHUR, MAYA & MIGUEL and DRAGONFLYTV will debut new episodes.

PBS is a media enterprise that serves 355 public noncommercial television stations and reaches nearly 73 million people each week through on-air and online content. Bringing diverse viewpoints to television and the Internet, PBS provides high-quality documentary and dramatic entertainment, and consistently dominates the most prestigious award competitions. PBS is a leading provider of digital learning content for pre-K-12 educators, and offers a broad array of other educational services. PBS’ premier kids’ TV programming and Web site, PBS KIDS Online (www.pbskids.org), continue to be parents’ and teachers’ most trusted learning environments for children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org Web sites on the Internet. 
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