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PBS FALL 2007: YOUR DESTINATION FOR GREAT DOCUMENTARIES
New Season of Non-Fiction Films Proves Once Again That

PBS Is the Place for Documentaries on TV
This fall, PBS educates, enlightens and entertains with a number of great new documentaries. Mark Lewis’ quirky THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE series comes to a conclusion this fall with LORDS OF THE GOURD, a look at the “extreme gardeners” who compete to grow the biggest pumpkins in the world. BROWN IS THE NEW GREEN: GEORGE LOPEZ AND THE AMERICAN DREAM documents the growing economic muscle of Hispanic America, and MOST HONORABLE SON tells the story of Ben Kuroki — the first Japanese-American war hero. THE MAGNIFICENT VOYAGE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS recounts the history and epic adventure of Columbus’ first Atlantic crossing, while filmmaker David Grubin examines THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART in a new three-part series, best-selling author Timothy Ferris introduces viewers to the rewards of hands-on astronomy in SEEING IN THE DARK and ATHENS: THE DAWN OF DEMOCRACY explores Greece’s “Golden Age.”
Besides these great films, Ken Burns’s new World War II opus THE WAR is a highlight of PBS’ fall season, and PBS viewers will be treated to hard-hitting documentary journalism on FRONTLINE; nature and science documentaries on NOVA and NATURE; and unique independent and character-driven documentaries on P.O.V. and INDEPENDENT LENS. Whatever kind of documentary film you’re looking for, you’ll find it this fall on PBS.
Documentary highlights include:
LORDS OF THE GOURD: THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

Wednesday, September 5, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET; rpt. Monday, October 22, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
The extreme gardeners who compete at the annual Cooperstown Pumpkin Fest have one obsessive goal — to grow the biggest giant pumpkin in the world. These gurus of the gourd nurture their fruits through harsh weather, floods, animal attacks and even sabotage to produce glorious pumpkins of gigantic proportion. This program follows Joe Pukos and his fellow competitors through the final harrowing days of harvest and the journey across New York State with the bulging behemoths strapped into the beds of their pick-ups. Pukos is a contender — at least until last-minute rumors circulate that another grower may be set to smash the world record. 
BROWN IS THE NEW GREEN: GEORGE LOPEZ AND THE AMERICAN DREAM
Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

Latinos, the nation’s largest and fastest-growing minority group, are big business. This fast-paced program examines how efforts to profit from this group are shaping the contemporary Latino identity. The documentary’s focal point is George Lopez, an icon and advocate for Latinos’ move into the mainstream. The program contrasts his endeavors with the efforts of marketers intent on spinning Latinos as a wholly distinct subculture. The show also features conversations with members of the much-coveted Latino youth market, whose tastes and interests are far more eclectic than the marketers would have us believe.
MOST HONORABLE SON

Monday, September 17, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

After the Pearl Harbor attack, Nebraska farmer Ben Kuroki volunteered for the U.S. Army Air Corps. He became the first Japanese-American war hero, surviving 58 missions as an aerial gunner over Europe, North Africa and Japan. Between tours of duty he found himself at the center of controversy — a lone spokesman against the racism faced by the thousands of Japanese Americans who were sent to internment camps. Through interviews and rare, never-before-seen film, this program recounts one man’s remarkable journey through World War II, providing context to two seemingly disparate histories — the U.S. air war and the Japanese-American experience.

SEEING IN THE DARK

Wednesday, September 19, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

This state-of-the-art documentary introduces viewers to the rewards of first-person, hands-on astronomy. Written, produced and narrated by award-winning filmmaker, journalist and best-selling author Timothy Ferris, the program is based on Ferris’ book, Seeing in the Dark (Simon & Schuster, 2002), named one of the 10 best books of the year by The New York Times. The program features high-definition astrophotography and introduces men and women, both professionals and amateurs, who have seen and captured phenomenal images within and beyond our solar system and galaxy. 

THE WAR

Sunday-Wednesday, September 23-26, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary, and Sunday-Tuesday, September 30-October 2, 2007, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary

THE WAR, a new seven-part documentary series directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the fortunes of so-called ordinary men and women who become caught up in one of the greatest cataclysms in human history. Six years in the making, this epic film focuses on the stories of citizens from four geographically distributed American towns: Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and the tiny farming town of Luverne, Minnesota. These four communities stand in for — and could represent — any town in the United States that went through the war’s four devastating years. Individuals from each community take the viewer through their own personal and often harrowing journeys into war, painting vivid portraits of how the war dramatically altered their lives and those of their neighbors, as well as the country they helped to save for generations to come. Keith David narrates.

THE MAGNIFICENT VOYAGE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

Monday, October 8, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

This documentary from executive producer and director Zvi Dor-Ner recounts the history and epic adventure of Christopher Columbus’ first Atlantic crossing, as a modern-day crew retraces Columbus’ voyage in replicas of his fleet. Columbus changed the world, as few other men have ever changed it, bringing together the known and the unknown. Yet, the great explorer went to his grave ignorant of his great accomplishment, unaware that he had discovered two vast continents. The forces that Columbus unknowingly set in motion brought about a profound transformation of America, Europe and, in short order, Africa and Asia. His voyage initiated a trans-oceanic migration of peoples, plants and diseases that, for better, and often for worse, affected everyone on the globe. This two-hour program is adapted and upgraded to high-definition broadcast from the original, critically acclaimed seven-part series COLUMBUS AND THE AGE OF DISCOVERY (1991).

THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART

Mondays, October 15, 9:00-11:00 p.m. and October 22, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
This in-depth, comprehensive television series from award-winning filmmaker David Grubin examines the heart: how it works, what can go wrong with it and how we treat it. The three-hour series follows the true, compelling stories of men and women, young and old alike, whose hearts have led them to a brush with mortality. Through these encounters, the series explores the most common misconceptions about this unique organ and documents the latest scientific and medical revelations — discoveries that have transformed our understanding of the heart and given us new insights into the best ways to prevent heart disease and treat it when it does occur.
ATHENS: THE DAWN OF DEMOCRACY

Monday, November 19, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Bettany Hughes (HELEN OF TROY, THE SPARTANS) explores the contradictions of the “Golden Age” of ancient Athens, where democracy emerged nearly 2,500 years ago. Far from an environment of peace and tranquility, democratic Athens was a bloody, tumultuous place of both brilliant ideas and a repressive regime. While the period saw the rise of philosophy, the flourishing of the arts and the creation of a great political ideal, Athens also became a warlike state that carved out an empire to enrich itself, an empire that couldn’t tolerate criticism. At the same time that Athenians reached new intellectual heights, they practiced “black magic” and created a society where one in three Athenians was a slave. Women were denied the vote, and rhetoricians practiced modern “spin control” as an integral part of democracy. No two years went by that Athenians didn’t vote to go to war. Eventually, the empire withered, to be crushed finally by Alexander the Great. It would be another 2,000 years before society was once again able to tolerate the idea of democracy — rule by the people.
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