FALL 2007 PBS SELECTED LISTINGS 
(Alphabetical by Month)
SEPTEMBER

AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS “Inside America’s Empire”

Monday, September 3, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

The attacks of September 11, 2001, shattered the American mirage of invulnerability, a false security born of being the world’s only superpower. The challenge of terrorism is likely to last for generations, and in a war without definable geographic borders or clear-cut victories, the threat may crop up anywhere. “Inside America’s Empire” illuminates how the U.S. military is confronting this complicated challenge in unexpected and innovative ways, as chronicled by respected military correspondent Robert Kaplan of The Atlantic. Kaplan takes viewers to the Philippines, Mali, Colombia and the Republic of Georgia to meet the commanders and grunts who are waging the war on terror, often acting more as humanitarians than as warriors. Kaplan’s insightful and incisive reporting and analysis make the case that this engagement with the peoples and cultures of the world is integral to America’s security and future prosperity.

Producer: WETA Washington, DC
Contact: Dewey Blanton, August, Lang & Husak, Tel.: 301/657-2772; Fax: 301/657-9895; dblanton@alhadv.com 
AMERICAN MASTERS

Wednesdays, September 12, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET and September 19, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
Now celebrating its 21st season, this series continues to offer insightful profiles of important figures in America’s artistic and cultural life. 

“Tony Bennett: The Music Never Ends” (9/12)--The man Frank Sinatra called “the best singer in the business” has been in the business more than 50 years, selling 50 million records and reaping 15 Grammy awards, including two at age 80. The story of a common man with an uncommon gift, the film includes complete coverage of Bennett’s 2005 Monterey Jazz Festival performance and interviews at his home and painting studio. This reflection on Bennett’s life and music is amplified by a rich historical archive and the voices of numerous close friends, including director Arthur Penn, with whom he served in WWII; Harry Belafonte, with whom he marched in Selma, Alabama; and Clint Eastwood, the film’s executive producer. 
“Orozco: Man of Fire” (9/19)--Often thought of as the other Mexican muralist, beside his more flamboyant compatriot Diego Rivera, José Clemente Orozco was a leader of the Mexican Renaissance. His bold, dynamic frescoes had a profound impact on American painters and inspired U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt to put artists to work during the Great Depression. His most famous U.S. murals — The Table of Universal Brotherhood, The Epic of American Civilization and Prometheus — still convey their power in New York, New Hampshire and California. An iconoclastic personality, Orozco survived the loss of his left hand and destruction of more than half his early work by border agents. His travels back and forth across the U.S.-Mexico border evoke the larger Mexican migrant-immigrant experience and have provocative parallels to present times. 

Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Donna Williams, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-8030; Fax: 212/560-2926; williamsd@thirteen.org
BROWN IS THE NEW GREEN: GEORGE LOPEZ AND THE AMERICAN DREAM
Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
Latinos, the nation’s largest and fastest-growing minority group, are big business. This fast-paced program examines how efforts to profit from this group are shaping the contemporary Latino identity. The documentary’s focal point is George Lopez, an icon and advocate for Latinos’ move into the mainstream. The program contrasts his endeavors with the efforts of marketers intent on spinning Latinos as a wholly distinct subculture. The show also features conversations with members of the much-coveted Latino youth market, whose tastes and interests are far more eclectic than one would think.  

Producer: 213 Projects, LLC
Contact: Stephanie Goodell, SIG Communications, Tel.: 626/403-9322; stephgoodell@sbcglobal.net
GENERATION NEXT 2.0

Wednesday, September 5, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
Like its predecessor, GENERATION NEXT: SPEAK UP, BE HEARD, this program takes an RV on a cross-country journey to talk to and profile young people aged 16-25 about their views on life, the future of the country, social activities, technology and other topics, comparing and contrasting them with previous generations. Judy Woodruff hosts.  

Producer: MacNeil/Lehrer Productions

Contact: Anne Bell, MacNeil/Lehrer Productions, Tel.: 703/998-2175; Fax: 703/998-5707; abell@newshour.org
HISTORY DETECTIVES 
Mondays, September 3-10, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

America’s top gumshoes conclude their fifth season of proving that an object found in an attic or backyard might be anything but ordinary. Wesley Cowan, independent appraiser and auctioneer; Gwendolyn Wright, professor of architecture, Columbia University; Elyse Luray, independent appraiser and expert in art history; and Tukufu Zuberi, professor of sociology and the director of the Center for Africana Studies at the University of Pennsylvania leave no stone unturned as they travel around the country to explore the stories behind local folklore, prominent figures and family legends. 
Episode #509 (9/3)--Bill Pickett Saddle – A Staten Island woman owns a well-worn saddle with the name “Bill Pickett” burned into it. She believes it was once owned by legendary cowboy Bill Pickett, an African-American rodeo and film star. Pickett invented bulldogging, the rodeo event now known as steer wrestling. His back story is perhaps most intriguing: Born to slave parents, Pickett rose to entertain kings and dignitaries on an international tour of his Wild West Show; he counted among his friends Will Rogers and Tom Mix. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Tukufu Zuberi heads to Oklahoma to visit the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, meets a real-life steer wrestler and talks with a 101 Ranch Wild West Show historian about the legacy of the legendary “Bulldogger.”
McKinley Casket Flag – A Battle Ground, Washington, man has a flag that he claims once draped the casket of President William McKinley. The 25th president was assassinated in 1901 at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, New York, by anarchist Leon Czolgosz. The contributor says the flag was given to his great-grandfather, Charles Kennedy, who served as McKinley’s bodyguard. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Wes Cowan travels to Cincinnati and Canton, Ohio, to investigate McKinley’s legacy through the eyes of his supporters and his detractors. (Repeat from Episode #401, OB: 6/19/06)

Hitler Films – A contributor from Staten Island, New York, has several film cans unseen since World War II. He believes they may contain German home movies of Nazi officials, possibly even Hitler. He received them from his wife’s uncle, a GI in Germany, who found the cans in the bombed ruins of the Old Opera House in the northern Bavarian town of Bayreuth. The first glimpse of one of these fragile reels reveals footage of Hitler, Goebbels, Goering and Himmler arriving at the Richard Wagner opera festival, staged annually in Bayreuth. In New York City, HISTORY DETECTIVES host Gwen Wright examines this film’s depiction of the Nazis’ manipulation of art and culture to bolster the party’s following. 
Episode #510 (9/10)--USS Thresher – A contributor in Chicopee, Massachusetts, has a stack of technical drawings and engineering documents he found in his late great-uncle’s basement some years ago. A few of the documents bear the numbers and letters SSN-593, an appellation that belonged to the nuclear submarine USS Thresher, an attack class vessel that had been the pride of the U.S. Navy during the Cold War. On April 10, 1963, the Thresher was undergoing deep-sea trials when, along with its nuclear reactor, the vessel and all hands sank 220 miles off the coast of Massachusetts. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Gwen Wright travels to New York, New Jersey and Massachusetts to explore one of the most traumatic events in U.S. Naval history and to determine just how the contributor’s great-uncle could’ve come into possession of documents linked to one of the most secret weapons in the U.S. Cold War arsenal.

Pete Gray Cartoon – A comic book collector in Brooklyn, New York, owns several storyboards from a cartoon comic strip dating to the immediate post-World War II period. The strip relates the story of Pete Gray, the first one-armed major league baseball player, who later became an icon for disabled WWII veterans. The contributor is curious to learn the identity of the mystery cartoonist. Because many artists from the golden age of cartoons — the late 1930s through the 50s — often moonlighted in advertising or more “respectable” trades, their identities were often undisclosed. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Elyse Luray heads to Baltimore’s Camden Yards and to comics hot spots in New York City to examine how cartoon artists helped reframe popular culture in the mid-20th century.
Manhattan Project Letter – A contributor in New York City has a scrapbook of typed and handwritten documents connected with the top-secret Manhattan Project, which developed the United States’ first nuclear bombs during World War II. The most intriguing item is a letter dated just after the war. It’s a plea for reduced secrecy regarding nuclear affairs in the scientific community once hostilities ended. Did the scientists’ letter help persuade President Harry S. Truman to change policy in the post-war era? Host Wes Cowan leads HISTORY DETECTIVES to New York City to track down the authors of the documents and to explore the delicate balance between science, military power and democracy. 
Producers: Lion Television and Oregon Public Broadcasting. 
Contact: Tim Fisher, Fisher Company, Tel.: 845/526-0182; Fax: 845; 528-4307; tf@fishercompany.net
JUSTICE FOR MY PEOPLE: THE DR. HECTOR P. GARCIA STORY
Monday, September 17, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET
This documentary tells the story of Dr. Hector P. Garcia — Mexican Revolution refugee, medical doctor to the barrios, decorated war veteran, civil rights activist and presidential confidante — as he fought to bring attention to the Mexican-American civil rights movement. Returning to Texas after World War II, Garcia found that his people faced public school segregation, squalid living conditions in labor camps and second-class citizenship. In 1948, Dr. Garcia founded the American GI Forum, empowering Mexican Americans to fight numerous legal and political battles against discrimination. This program features interviews with men and women who worked with Garcia during the crucial years in the Mexican-American civil rights movement and combines archival film and photos with Garcia’s own voice to provide memorable insights into his life and character.

Producer: KEDT Corpus Christi
Contact: Jeff Felts, KEDT, Tel.: 361/855-2213; Fax: 361/855-3877; jefffelts@kedt.org
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER

Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER makes the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States and remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today. 
“New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert”--Renowned cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma joins the New York Philharmonic and conductor Lorin Maazel for the opening night gala. The all-Dvořák program includes the Carnival Overture, Cello Concerto and Symphony No. 7. 
Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc.
Contact: Matt Carlson, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc., Tel.: 212/875-5049; Fax: 212/875-5414; mcarlson@lincolncenter.org
LORDS OF THE GOURD: THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

Wednesday, September 5, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
The extreme gardeners who compete at the annual Cooperstown Weigh Off have one obsessive goal — to raise the biggest giant pumpkin in the world. These gurus of the gourd nurture their fruits through harsh weather, floods, animal attacks and even sabotage to produce glorious pumpkins of gigantic proportion. This program follows Joe Pukos and his fellow competitors through the final harrowing days of harvest and the journey across New York with the bulging behemoths strapped into the beds of their pick-ups. Pukos is a contender — at least until last-minute rumors circulate that another grower may be set to smash the world record. 

Producer: Radio Pictures

Contact: Christine Weaver Haye, PBS, Tel.: 703/739-5019; cweaver@pbs.org 
MOST HONORABLE SON

Monday, September 17, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

After the Pearl Harbor attack, Nebraska farmer Ben Kuroki volunteered for the U.S. Army Air Corps. He became the first Japanese-American war hero, surviving 58 missions as an aerial gunner over Europe, North Africa and Japan. Between tours of duty he found himself at the center of controversy — a lone spokesman against the racism faced by the thousands of Japanese Americans who were sent to internment camps. Through interviews and rare, never-before-seen film, this program recounts one man’s remarkable 



journey through World War II, providing context to two seemingly disparate histories — the U.S. air war and the Japanese-American experience.
Producer: Net Foundation for Television, KDN Films and the Independent Television Service (ITVS)
Contact: Bill Kubota, KDN Films, Tel.: 248/585-9696; Fax: 248/585-1371; bill.kubota@kdnfilms.com
MYSTERY!

Sundays, September 9-16, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET
MYSTERY! continues to bring audiences the best in sleuthing adventures.
“The Inspector Lynley Mysteries, Series 6”--Detective Inspector Lynley (Nathaniel Parker) and Detective Sergeant Havers (Sharon Small), Elizabeth George’s crime-cracking duo from opposite sides of the track, are back in four new contemporary mysteries. The sixth series begins with Lynley suspended from duty and facing a disciplinary hearing, leaving Havers with a new boss, Detective Inspector Fiona Knight (Liza Tarbuck).

“Natural Causes” (9/9)--While Lynley is suspended from duty awaiting the outcome of his disciplinary hearing, Havers teams with Detective Inspector Fiona Knight to investigate the drowning of a young woman in her car. But things aren’t as simple as they seem, and Lynley can’t resist lending a hand to reveal a new lead in the case.  
“One Guilty Deed” (9/16)--After Lynley is reinstated, he, Havers and colleague Detective Constable Winston Nkata (Shaun Parkes) try to catch crime boss Michael Shand (Tom Georgeson), but their star witness is found shot dead on the tidal flats of the Essex marshes, Havers’ childhood holiday retreat. When she learns of a 20-year-old unsolved case involving a murdered child, she is convinced that solving the case will provide the answers they need to catch Shand.  
Producer: BBC Worldwide and WGBH Boston
Contact: Ellen Dockser, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5338; Fax: 617/300-1016; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org
PBS PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY FORUM WITH TAVIS SMILEY

Thursday, September 27, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Tavis Smiley moderates a panel of journalists of color posing questions to the major Republican presidential candidates in this historic forum. Candidates will be quizzed on issues ranging from healthcare and housing to Katrina relief, the economy and the environment, among others, as outlined in Smiley’s #1 The New York Times best-seller, The Covenant With Black America. 

Producer: KCET Los Angeles

Contact: Laurel Lambert, KCET, Tel.: 323/953-5246; llambert@kcet.org
P.O.V.
Tuesdays, September 4-18, 2007, 10:00 p.m.-lengths vary
Celebrating its 20th season on PBS in 2007, the award-winning P.O.V. is the longest-running showcase on television to feature the work of America’s best contemporary-issue independent filmmakers.
“Made in L.A.” (9/4)--Los Angeles is the country’s center for apparel manufacturing, but many of its factories bear an eerie resemblance to New York’s early 20th-century sweatshops. “Made in L.A.” follows the remarkable journey of three Latina immigrants working in L.A.’s garment factories and their struggle for self-empowerment as they wage a three-year battle to bring a major clothing retailer to the negotiating table. A co-production with the Independent Television Service (ITVS). A Diverse Voices Project co-production. A co-presentation with Latino Public Broadcasting. By Almudena Carracedo and Robert Bahar. 
“The Camden 28” (9/11)--This program recalls a 1971 raid on a Camden, New Jersey, draft board office by “Catholic left” activists protesting the Vietnam War and its effects on urban America. Arrested on site in a clearly planned sting, the protesters included four Catholic priests, a Lutheran minister and 23 others. The film reveals the story behind the arrests — a provocative tale of government intrigue and personal betrayal — and the ensuing legal battle, which Supreme Court Justice William Brennan called “one of the great trials of the 20th century.” Thirty-five years later, the participants take stock of their motives, fears and the costs of their activism — and its relevance to America today. By Anthony Giacchino. 

“Lumo” (9/18)--The agonies of present-day Africa are deeply etched in the bodies of women. In eastern Congo on the Rwandan border, vying militias, armies and bandits use rape as a weapon of terror. Lumo Sinai was just 20 when marauding soldiers attacked her. A fistula, a medical condition common among victims of violent rape, rendered Lumo incontinent and threatens her ability to bear children. Rejected by her fiancé and cast aside by her family, she awaits reconstructive surgery. “Lumo” is her story, tragic in its cruelties and inspiring for her dignity and the struggle she wages, with the help of an extraordinary African hospital, to overcome shame, fear and the affliction that robs her of a normal life. By Bent-Jorgen Perlmutt, Nelson Walker III and Louis Abelman. 

Producer: American Documentary | P.O.V.
Contact: Cynthia Lopez, P.O.V., Tel.: 212/989-7425; Fax: 212/989-8230; clopez@pov.org
SEEING IN THE DARK
Wednesday, September 19, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
This state-of-the-art documentary introduces viewers to the rewards of first-person, hands-on astronomy. Written, produced and narrated by award-winning filmmaker, journalist and best-selling author Timothy Ferris, the program is based on Ferris’ book, Seeing in the Dark (Simon & Schuster, 2002), named one of the 10 best books of the year by The New York Times. The program features high-definition astrophotography and introduces men and women, both professionals and amateurs, who have seen and captured phenomenal images within and beyond our solar system and galaxy. 
Producer: ClockDrive Productions

Contact: Gail Rubin, Tel.: 505/265-7215; grpr@flash.net
SMALL STEPS 
Thursday, September 6, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

This film follows students, staff and parents through the first four years of the High School for Contemporary Arts — an experimental “small school” housed within one of the most dangerous schools in the Bronx.

Producer: Cabin Creek Films

Contacts: David Becker, Cabin Creek Films, Tel.: 212/343-2545; cabincreekfilms@aol.com 
Barbara Kopple, Cabin Creek Films, Tel.: 212/343-2545; cabincreekfilms@aol.com 
THE VICTORY GARDEN

Saturdays, continuing series, 12:30-1:00 p.m. ET; new season begins September 1, 2007

Public television’s landmark gardening program begins its 32nd season with a new host: Jamie Durie, a horticulturist, international landscape designer and Australian television personality. Familiar faces from previous seasons, including resident horticulturist and all-around gardening expert Kip Anderson, gardening correspondent Paul Epsom and lifestyle co-host Sissy Biggers, continue to provide simple, easy lessons to help today’s busy gardeners make the most of their time outdoors.

Producer: WGBH Lifestyle Productions

Contact: Lisa Cerqueira, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5334; lisa_cerqueira@wgbh.org
THE WAR

Sunday-Wednesday, September 23-26 and Sunday, September 30, 2007, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary

THE WAR, a new seven-part documentary series directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the fortunes of so-called ordinary men and women who become caught up in one of the greatest cataclysms in human history.
Six years in the making, this epic film focuses on the stories of citizens from four geographically distributed American towns: Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and the tiny farming town of Luverne, Minnesota. These four communities stand in for — and could represent — any town in the United States that went through the war’s four devastating years. Individuals from each community take the viewer through their own personal and often harrowing journeys into war, painting vivid portraits of how the war dramatically altered their lives and those of their neighbors, as well as the country they helped to save for generations to come. Keith David narrates.
Producers: Florentine Films and WETA Washington, DC
Contacts: Dave Donovan, Cassin Donn, Brian Moriarty, Dan Klores Communications, Tel.: 212/685-4300; Fax: 212/685-9024
WIDE ANGLE “Brazil in Black and White”

Tuesday, September 4, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
Are you black enough? New affirmative action quotas in Brazil, one of the world’s most racially diverse nations, launch a controversial dialogue about race and identity. WIDE ANGLE follows the lives of four students of diverse backgrounds competing to win a coveted spot at the elite University of Brasilia, where 20 percent of the incoming freshmen must qualify as Afro-Brazilian. Brazil has long presented itself as a colorblind “racial democracy,” but deep disparities in income, education and employment have finally prompted a campaign for equal treatment for Afro-Brazilians. “Brazil in Black and White” captures a unique moment as a nation looks in the mirror. 

Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Deirdre Branley, Thirteen/WNET; Tel.: 212/560-3130; Fax: 212/560-2926; Branley@thirteen.org
OCTOBER

AMERICAN MASTERS 
Wednesday, October 29, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Now celebrating its 21st season, this series continues to offer insightful profiles of important figures in America’s artistic and cultural life. 

“Good Ol’ Charles Schulz”--This is a quintessentially Midwestern story of an unassuming, self-doubting man who, through expressing his unique view of the world, redefined the comic art form with “Peanuts.” His genius lay in depicting the daily collisions of insiders and outsiders, of mundane cruelties and transcendent hopes — seeing the extraordinary in the ordinary. The “Peanuts” cast of characters is as familiar as our own siblings; their trials and tribulations speak of our families and evoke our childhood desperations. They are portrayed with whimsy and poignancy — and always with love and tolerance, each representing different facets of Schulz’ personality and his perspectives on 20th-century America. 
Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Donna Williams, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-8030; Fax: 212/560-2926; williamsd@thirteen.org
ANTIQUES ROADSHOW “Milwaukee” (Hour One)

Monday, October 29, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET  
ANTIQUES ROADSHOW kicks off its visit to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at the city’s traditional German Fest, where host Mark L. Walberg and appraiser Stuart Whitehurst soak up the atmosphere and talk about collectible German beer steins. At the Midwest Airlines Center, collectors are thirsty for information about such treasures as a 1952 Fender Esquire guitar, prized by country and western musicians; a late 19th-century child’s sled in the shape of a swan, considered a rare piece of American folk sculpture; and a cliffhanger: an 18th-century desk and bookcase passed down to the owner from his great-grandfather, a former governor of Connecticut, that could be worth as much as $250,000 — or $20,000, if the two pieces are determined to be “married.”
Producer: WGBH Boston

Contact: Judy Matthews, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5343; judy_matthews@wgbh.org
ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Sunday, October 28, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Contemporary artists work in globally influenced, culturally diverse and technologically dynamic milieus. In the United States, as elsewhere, contemporary artists reflect a varied and changing landscape of identity, values and beliefs. The artists featured in this series demonstrate the breadth of artistic practice across the country and reveal a wealth of intergenerational and multicultural talent. ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY presents artists speaking directly to the audience. Each one-hour program has been loosely organized around a broad category or theme that can help audiences analyze, compare, contrast and juxtapose the artists profiled.

“Romance”--The premiere hour features four distinctly different artists whose works pose questions about the role of emotion, regret, fantasy and nostalgia in contemporary art: Laurie Simmons, Lari Pittman, Judy Pfaff and Pierre Huyghe.

Producer: Art21, Inc.

Contact: Beth Olsen, Goodman Media International, Inc., Tel.: 212/576-2700, ext. 223; mclinton@goodmanmedia.com
INDEPENDENT LENS

Tuesday, October 16-30, 2007, 10:00-lengths vary
This acclaimed Emmy Award-winning weekly anthology series features documentaries and a limited number of fiction films united by the creative freedom, artistic achievement and unflinching visions of their independent producers. INDEPENDENT LENS features unforgettable stories about a unique individual, community or moment in history. 

“Wordplay” (10/16)--Fifty million Americans work crossword puzzles each week, many in the venerable The New York Times, where Will Shortz has been editor for 12 years. “Wordplay” presents an entertaining and informative look at Shortz’ work and that of the puzzle constructors with whom he collaborates, as well as coverage of the American Crossword Puzzle Tournament, an annual competition founded by Shortz, that profiles a number of intelligent and ingratiating contestants. This portrait of an American institution that fosters an overarching sense of community among crossword lovers everywhere features interviews with celebrity crossword solvers, including Bill Clinton, Bob Dole, Jon Stewart, Ken Burns, the Indigo Girls and others. 2006 Sundance Film Festival Documentary Competition. By Patrick Creadon.
“Please Vote for Me” (10/23)--This film follows eight-year-old students in an elementary school in China as they campaign for school monitor. This is the first election for a class leader to be held in a school in China. The three candidates campaign, holding debates and showing their intellectual and artistic skills, until one is voted the winner. An ITVS International production. By Don Edkins and Mette Heide. 

“Storm of Emotions” (10/30)--“Storm of Emotions” is a film about the Israeli disengagement from the Gaza Strip and efforts to achieve democracy amidst great social and political turmoil. Told from the perspective of the Israeli police force, this film explores how these individuals try to balance their emotions, beliefs and conscience while attempting to maintain civil order and a democratic outcome. 
Presenter: Independent Television Service (ITVS)
Contact: Voleine Amilcar, ITVS, Tel.: 415/356-8383, ext. 244; Fax: 415/356-8391; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org
LORDS OF THE GOURD: THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE (Encore)
Monday, October 22, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

The extreme gardeners who compete at the annual Cooperstown Weigh Off have one obsessive goal — to raise the biggest giant pumpkin in the world. These gurus of the gourd nurture their fruits through harsh weather, floods, animal attacks and even sabotage to produce glorious pumpkins of gigantic proportion. This program follows Joe Pukos and his fellow competitors through the final harrowing days of harvest and the journey across New York with the bulging behemoths strapped into the beds of their pick-ups. 

Pukos is a contender — at least until last-minute rumors circulate that another grower may be set to smash the world record. 

Producer: Radio Pictures

Contact: Christine Weaver Haye, PBS, Tel.: 703/739-5019; cweaver@pbs.org
THE MAGNIFICENT VOYAGE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS
Monday, October 8, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

This documentary from executive producer and director Zvi Dor-Ner recounts the history and epic adventure of Christopher Columbus’ first Atlantic crossing, as a modern-day crew retraces Columbus’ voyage in replicas of his fleet. Columbus changed the world, as few other men have ever changed it, bringing together the unknown and the known. Yet the great explorer went to his grave ignorant of his great accomplishment, unaware that he had discovered two vast continents. The forces that Columbus unknowingly set in motion brought about a profound transformation of America, Europe and, in short order, Africa and Asia. His voyage initiated a trans-oceanic migration of peoples, plants and diseases that, for better, and often for worse, affected everyone on the globe. This two-hour program is adapted and upgraded to high-definition broadcast from the original, critically acclaimed seven-part series COLUMBUS AND THE AGE OF DISCOVERY (1991).
Producers: WGBH Boston from the co-production with the BBC United Kingdom, SEQC and TVE Spain, RAI Italy, RTP Portugal, NHK Japan and NDR Germany
Contact: Susan Barrett, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5302; Fax: 617/300-1016; susan_barrett@wgbh.org
MASTERPIECE THEATRE

Sundays, October 21, 9:00-10:30 p.m. and October 28, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

MASTERPIECE THEATRE, the longest-running primetime drama series on American television, has for decades enthralled audiences with the works of the finest classic and contemporary writers interpreted by the world’s foremost actors.

“The Last Enemy”--In a world of surveillance cameras, wire-tapping, metal detectors and electronic “paper trails,” can anyone truly hide? And what might the emergence of a security-obsessed society mean for human relationships? This five-part miniseries takes a look at the transformative powers of technology. Benedict Cumberbatch (“To the Ends of the Earth”) plays Stephen Ezard, a solitary mathematician whose life begins to unravel when he returns to a paranoid London to attend the funeral of his charismatic activist brother. When he takes a new job as head of a project to link all personal information into a single, universal ID, Ezard is unwittingly drawn into a dangerously tangled web of government and corporate conspiracy. With the help of his brother’s beautiful widow, Ezard uncovers the truth behind the ID’s true purpose — a truth more sinister and deadly than he could have imagined. 
Presenter: WGBH Boston

Contact: Ellen Dockser, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5338; Fax: 617/300-1016; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org
THE MYSTERIOUS HUMAN HEART
Mondays, October 15, 9:00-11:00 p.m. and October 22, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
This in-depth, comprehensive television series from award-winning filmmaker David Grubin examines the heart: how it works, what can go wrong with it and how we treat it. The three-hour series follows the true, compelling stories of men and women, young and old alike, whose hearts have led them to a brush with mortality. Through these encounters, the series explores the most common misconceptions about this unique organ and documents the latest scientific and medical revelations — discoveries that have transformed our understanding of the heart and given us new insights into the best ways to prevent heart disease and treat it when it does occur.
“Endlessly Beating” (10/15, 9:00 p.m.)--The first hour examines the heart as a muscle — pumping almost 100,000 times a day, pushing six liters of blood in a ceaseless circuit to deliver oxygen to every cell in the human body. The hour tells the story of the normal heart through the histories of three people with end-stage heart failure, where a pump may be a temporary remedy, but in the long term, a transplant is almost always necessary.

“The Spark of Life” (10/15, 10:00 p.m.)--This episode looks at the physiological electrical mechanisms that keep a heart beating regularly and efficiently — and what happens when this most essential rhythm of life goes awry. The program takes viewers from New York to Brazil and into the lives of patients who suffer similar symptoms that actually signal different disorders. The range of treatment options — if not cures — is startling.  
“The Hungry Heart” (10/22)--This episode focuses on atherosclerosis, the silent blockage of the coronary arteries, which can trigger a devastating and possibly fatal heart attack. The key is to recognize the risk factors that feed the disease and to control them before it’s too late. This program follows two patients through potentially life-saving interventions, but ultimately, the challenge is learning to live with a disease for which there is no cure.
Producers: David Grubin Productions, Thirteen/WNET New York and WETA Washington, DC
Contact: Tim Fisher, Fisher Company, Tel.: 845/526-0182; Fax: 845/528-4307; tf@fishercompany.net
MYSTERY!

Sundays, October 7-14, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET
MYSTERY! continues to bring audiences the best in sleuthing adventures. 
“The Inspector Lynley Mysteries VI”--Detective Inspector Lynley (Nathaniel Parker) and Detective Sergeant Havers (Sharon Small), Elizabeth George’s crime-cracking duo from opposite sides of the track, are back in four new contemporary mysteries. The sixth series begins with Lynley suspended from duty and facing a disciplinary hearing, leaving Havers with a new boss, Detective Inspector Fiona Knight (Liza Tarbuck).

“Chinese Walls” (10/7)--Lynley and Havers are catapulted into the bizarre world of internet vice when they investigate the mysterious, brutal death of Emily Proctor, a young barrister. As they peel back the layers of her life, they discover that she has been moonlighting for her sister’s online porn channel. Meanwhile, Lynley rekindles his relationship with his estranged wife, Helen (Catherine Russell). 
“In the Blink of an Eye” (10/14)--Lynley and Havers investigate the death of paparazzo Peter Rooker, who is found beaten and shot in Soho, London. The mystery leads them all the way to a 1995 massacre in Bosnia and brings trauma for Lynley when his ex-wife Helen gets involved in the investigation — and events take a tragic turn. 

Producers: BBC Worldwide and WGBH Boston
Contact: Ellen Dockser, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5338; Fax: 617/300-1016; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org
NATURE

Sunday, October 21, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

For 25 years, NATURE has been the benchmark of natural history programs on television, capturing the splendors of the natural world, from the African plains to the Antarctic ice. 

“Silence of the Bees” (10/21)--From the beginning, honeybees have played a key role in human survival. Most fruit trees and vegetable species are entirely dependent on bees to produce, and there’s no artificial replacement for natural pollination. But the bees are disappearing. Massive die-offs, first reported in November 2006, are now the subject of international emergency research as scientists race to discover the cause of this ecological disaster. Could it be a disease? Is it caused by pesticides, genetically modified foods or radiation from cell phone towers? Whatever is happening, we must solve the mystery and correct the problem soon or face unimaginable consequences. 
Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; kaank@thirteen.org
NOVA

Tuesdays, October 9, 16 and 30, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
PBS’ premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology and highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

“Secrets of the Samurai Sword” (10/9)--For more than a thousand years, the samurai sword has dominated the battlefields of Japan, instilled fear and terror into every enemy it faced and evoked a spiritual way of life that continues even today. With unparalleled access, NOVA travels deep into Japan’s ancient foundries, follows the craft of the traditional swordsmiths and attends samurai fighting school to reveal the art and science behind making what many call the perfect sword.

“The Ghost in Your Genes” (10/16)--In a provocative report from the frontiers of biology, NOVA explores new findings that call into question the long-held belief that all inherited traits are passed on by our genes. The fast-growing field of epigenetics investigates hidden influences that could affect not only our health today but that of our descendants far into the future. It now seems that our environment makes small chemical changes to our DNA without affecting the gene’s overall makeup. To put it another way, epigenetics adds to our DNA another layer that acts as a control system of “switches.” Experiential factors such as nutrition or stress may trigger these switches and turn genes on or off. These subtle changes can then be “remembered” and passed on from generation to generation, altering inherited traits. This means the lives of our grandparents — the air they breathed, the food they ate, even the things they saw — could have directly affected us, and that what we do could, in turn, affect our grandchildren. NOVA explores this fascinating new idea, interviewing top scientists in the field and following what could be a paradigm shift in the way we think about inheritance and genes. 
“Marathon” (w.t.) (10/30)--What does it take for the average person to run one of the world’s toughest races? NOVA finds out in a program that’s both a human story and an intriguing scientific exploration of the way our bodies respond to intense exercise demands. Filmed in cooperation with the Boston Athletic Association, NOVA has been granted unprecedented access to the Boston Marathon course and will take viewers on a unique adventure inside the human body. Every year thousands of athletes from across the globe flock to Boston to run the city’s marathon, known worldwide as the ultimate test of stamina and endurance. In the summer of 2006, NOVA began following 13 novices as they took the first step toward completing the 26.2-mile race in April 2007. The group of participants includes a variety of people from diverse backgrounds — a young woman running in memory of her mother, who died in a tragic car accident; a working single mom; even a former NFL linebacker — the unifying element is that not one of them was currently a runner. Over the nine-month training period, exercise and nutrition scientists and doctors at Tufts University use sophisticated technology to monitor the physical transformations that the participants undergo. Intimate interviews reveal the highs and lows along the way. The experience will demand a transformation of mind and body; NOVA cameras will be there, following every step. 

Producer: WGBH Science Unit

Contact: Eileen Campion, Dera, Roslan & Campion, Inc., Tel.: 212/966-4600; Fax: 212/966-5763; eileen@drcpublicrelations.com
P.O.V.

Tuesday, October 9, 2007, 9:00-11:30 p.m. ET
Celebrating its 20th season on PBS in 2007, the award-winning P.O.V. is the longest-running showcase on television to feature the work of America’s best contemporary-issue independent filmmakers. 

“49 Up”--In one of documentary cinema’s more remarkable enterprises, “49 Up” makes its U.S. broadcast premiere as the seventh in a series of films that has profiled a group of English children every seven years, beginning in 1964. Renowned director Michael Apted (Coal Miner’s Daughter, Gorky Park, Gorillas in the Mist, Amazing Grace) has doggedly pursued the series as the children have grown into adults, navigating the divide between childhood dreams and adult realities. The film revisits questions of love, marriage, career, class and prejudice — discovering unexpected turns in individual lives and surprising views of the “Up” film series itself. By Michael Apted. 

Producer: American Documentary
Contact: Cynthia Lopez, P.O.V., Tel.: 212/989-7425; Fax: 212/989-8230; clopez@pov.org
THE WAR

Monday-Tuesday, October 1-2, 2007, 8:00 p.m.-lengths vary

THE WAR, a new seven-part documentary series directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick, explores the history and horror of the Second World War from an American perspective by following the fortunes of so-called ordinary men and women who become caught up in one of the greatest cataclysms in human history.
Six years in the making, this epic film focuses on the stories of citizens from four geographically distributed American towns: Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and the tiny farming town of Luverne, Minnesota. These four communities stand in for — and could represent — any town in the United States that went through the war’s four devastating years. Individuals from each community take the viewer through their own personal and often harrowing journeys into war, painting vivid portraits of how the war dramatically altered their lives and those of their neighbors, as well as the country they helped to save for generations to come. Keith David narrates.
Producers: Florentine Films and WETA Washington, DC
Contacts: Dave Donovan, Cassin Donn, Brian Moriarty, Dan Klores Communications, Tel.: 212/685-4300; Fax: 212/685-9024
WIRED SCIENCE

Wednesdays, continuing series, beginning October 3, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
This new series is infused with the DNA of Wired magazine. For almost 15 years, Wired has been the first word on the ways science and technology are changing the world. The series transfers the periodical’s breakout journalism and irreverent attitude to PBS. Each week, WIRED SCIENCE will explore a wide range of subjects, from scientific research to intimate portraits of mavericks and dreamers to the surprising intersections of technology and culture. With its stunning graphics and unparalleled Web site integration, WIRED SCIENCE brings an entirely new look to science television. 
Producers: KCET Los Angeles in association with Wired Magazine

Contact: Cathy Williams, KCET, Tel.: 323/953-5243; Fax: 323/953-5678; cwilliams@kcet.org
NOVEMBER

AMERICAN MASTERS

Wednesdays, November 5, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

Now celebrating its 21st season, this series continues to offer insightful profiles of important figures in America’s artistic and cultural life. 
“Carol Burnett” (w.t.)--America in the 1960s and ’70s was in turmoil. The civil rights struggle, the war in Vietnam and the sexual revolution defined a nation in conflict. But at 10 o’clock every Saturday night, in dorms and dens, in living rooms and bedrooms across the country, Americans watched “The Carol Burnett Show.” For 11 years, the wacky performer yelled like Tarzan and won — and sometimes broke — our hearts with her edgy, always sympathetic, characters. Carol Burnett could fall down a flight of stairs or hold her own in a duet with Julie Andrews. Yet, as with so many brilliant comedians, hers was a difficult childhood. A glimpse of something deeper and darker began to emerge in the dramatic career that followed her TV variety show.

Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Donna Williams, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-8030; Fax: 212/560-2926; williamsd@thirteen.org
ANTIQUES ROADSHOW “Unique Antiques”
Monday, November 19, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET 
ROADSHOW’s “Unique Antiques” showcases some of the most outlandish, kitschy and downright morbidly fascinating antiques and collectibles of the series’ last decade. Warning: These objects have been appraised by trained professionals; don’t try this at home! Highlights include a Weller pottery humidor in the shape of a skull; a double-size chair once belonging to Chang Boker, the owner’s great-grandfather and half of the world-famous 19th-century conjoined twins, Chang and Eng; and a collection of tin cans salvaged from a 19th-century dump and valued at $10,000 to $14,000.

Producer: WGBH Boston

Contact: Judy Matthews, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5343; judy_matthews@wgbh.org
ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Sundays, November 4-18, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Contemporary artists work in globally influenced, culturally diverse and technologically dynamic milieus. In the United States, as elsewhere, contemporary artists reflect a varied and changing landscape of identity, values and beliefs. The artists featured in this series demonstrate the breadth of artistic practice across the country and reveal a wealth of intergenerational and multicultural talent. ART IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY presents artists speaking directly to the audience. Each one-hour program has been loosely organized around a broad category or theme that can help audiences analyze, compare, contrast and juxtapose the artists profiled.
“Protest” (11/4)--The second installment examines the ways in which four artists use their work to picture war, express outrage and empathize with the suffering of others: Nancy Spero, An-My Lê, Alfredo Jaar and Jenny Holzer.

“Ecology” (11/11)--This program introduces viewers to four artists whose works pose questions about the relationships between nature and culture: Ursula von Rydingsvard, Iñigo Manglano-Ovalle, Robert Adams and Mark Dion.
“Paradox” (11/18)--The final episode of the series showcases five artists who, through uniquely different styles of work, address and respond to contradiction, conflict and ambiguity and examine the relationship between mystery and meaning in art: Jennifer Allora and Guillermo Calzadilla, Robert Ryman, Mark Bradford and Catherine Sullivan. 
Producer: Art21, Inc.

Contact: Beth Olsen, Goodman Media International, Inc., Tel.: 212/576-2700, ext. 223; mclinton@goodmanmedia.com
ATHENS: THE DAWN OF DEMOCRACY
Monday, November 19, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Bettany Hughes (HELEN OF TROY, THE SPARTANS) explores the contradictions of the “Golden Age” of ancient Athens, where democracy emerged nearly 2,500 years ago. Far from an environment of peace and tranquility, democratic Athens was a bloody, tumultuous place of both brilliant ideas and a repressive regime. While the period saw the rise of philosophy, the flourishing of the arts and the creation of a great political ideal, Athens also became a warlike state that carved out an empire to enrich itself, an empire that couldn’t tolerate criticism. At the same time that Athenians reached new intellectual heights, they practiced “black magic” and created a society where one in three Athenians was a slave. Women were denied the vote, and rhetoricians practiced modern “spin control” as an integral part of democracy. No two years went by that Athenians didn’t vote to go to war. Eventually the empire withered, to be crushed finally by 



Alexander the Great. It would be another 2,000 years before society was once again able to tolerate the idea of democracy — rule by the people.

Producer: Lion Television

Contact: Cara White, Tel.: 843/881-1480; Fax: 843/849-1173; carapub@aol.com
GREAT PERFORMANCES
Wednesdays, November 21-28, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

GREAT PERFORMANCES, the longest-running performing arts anthology on television, continues to feature the best in the performing arts.

“The Israel Philharmonic 70th Anniversary Gala Concert” (w.t.) (11/21)--Founded in 1936 by Polish violinist and Zionist Bronislaw Huberman, the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra — known at that time as the Palestine Orchestra — was established to save Jewish musicians in Europe from the imminent Holocaust. Consistently ranked among the world’s leading orchestras, the Israel Philharmonic boasts a long list of accomplished composers, conductors and guest soloists who have contributed to its rich history and critical acclaim. In celebration of the 70th anniversary of the orchestra’s founding, GREAT PERFORMANCES travels to Tel Aviv, Israel, to take part in a gala concert paying tribute to the social significance and musical pedigree of this esteemed organization. Under the baton of Maestro Zubin Mehta — given the title Music Director for Life in 1981 — the IPO Gala features Maurice Ravel’s “La Valse,” Max Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 1 with guest soloist and longtime friend of the IPO Pinchas Zukerman and Beethoven’s Concerto for Piano No. 5, “Emperor,” with pianist Daniel Barenboim. 
“Chicago Crossroads Festival” (w.t.) (11/28)--Eric Clapton and his buddies know how to put on a show. Witness the all-star Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival, recorded at Dallas’ famed Cotton Bowl in June 2004. As blues master B.B. King exclaimed half-way through the concert, “Is it hot up here or what?” A benefit concert for Clapton’s Crossroads Centre Foundation, The Houston Chronicle raved, “It was the highlight of a weekend that should live in Texas music history.” “An audio feast,” echoed The Philadelphia Inquirer. If you missed it, no worries — Clapton and the world’s leading Guitar Gods return for a new gathering, this time in Chicago, America’s Blues Capital.

Presenter: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Bill Grayson, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3053; Fax: 212/560-3012; grayson@thirteen.org
INDEPENDENT LENS

Tuesdays, November 6-13, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

This acclaimed Emmy Award-winning weekly anthology series features documentaries and a limited number of fiction films united by the creative freedom, artistic achievement and unflinching visions of their independent producers. INDEPENDENT LENS features unforgettable stories about a unique individual, community or moment in history. 

“Red White Black & Blue” (11/6)--On June 7, 1942, 3,000 Japanese troops invaded Alaska, the only invasion of American soil since the War of 1812. Sixty years later, two U.S. soldiers who fought on the remote Aleutian island of Attu embark on a journey back to one of the bloodiest battles of World War II, where they relive the brutal 19-day combat that the American government kept secret. 2006 Locarno International Film Festival Official Selection. By Tom Putnam. 
“Miss Navajo” (11/13)--For more than 50 years, the Miss Navajo Nation beauty pageant has given its contestants opportunities to showcase not just their beauty, but their skills in dance, music and sheep slaughtering. Following contestants in their quest for the crown and featuring personal stories of recent winners, “Miss Navajo” is a celebration of womanhood. By Billy Luther and Fenton Bailey. 
Presenter: Independent Television Service (ITVS)
Contact: Voleine Amilcar, ITVS, Tel.: 415/356-8383, ext. 244; Fax: 415/356-8391; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org
THE KENNEDY CENTER PRESENTS “The 2007 Mark Twain Prize for American Humor”
Monday, November 12, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This year, the annual special salutes Billy Crystal, the 2007 recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. Taping at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on October 11, the program will feature tributes and comic performances from an all-star cast of Crystal’s friends and colleagues. The program will include classic film and television clips from Crystal’s career.

Producers: WETA Washington, DC; The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; Mark Krantz Productions; and Comedia
Contact: Cecily Van Praagh, WETA, Tel.:703/998-2756; Fax: 703/998-3405; cvanpraagh@weta.com
MASTERPIECE THEATRE
Sundays, November 4-18, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

MASTERPIECE THEATRE, the longest-running primetime drama series on American television, has for decades enthralled audiences with the works of the finest classic and contemporary writers interpreted by the world’s foremost actors.

“The Last Enemy”--In a world of surveillance cameras, wire-tapping, metal detectors and electronic “paper trails,” can anyone truly hide? And what might the emergence of a security-obsessed society mean for human relationships? This five-part miniseries takes a look at the transformative powers of technology. Benedict Cumberbatch (“To the Ends of the Earth”) plays Stephen Ezard, a solitary mathematician whose life begins to unravel when he returns to a paranoid London to attend the funeral of his charismatic activist brother. When he takes a new job as head of a project to link all personal information into a single, universal ID, Ezard is unwittingly drawn into a dangerously tangled web of government and corporate conspiracy. With the help of his brother’s beautiful widow, Ezard uncovers the truth behind the ID’s true purpose — a truth more sinister and deadly than he could have imagined. 
Presenter: WGBH Boston

Contact: Ellen Dockser, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5338; Fax: 617/300-1016; ellen_dockser@wgbh.org
NATURE

Sundays, November 4-18, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

For 25 years, NATURE has been the benchmark of natural history programs on television, capturing the splendors of the natural world, from the African plains to the Antarctic ice.
“In the Valley of the Wolves” (11/4)--As the first wolves reintroduced into Yellowstone, the Druids are the most celebrated wolf pack in North America. Pioneers in the wilderness, they were at the heart of a massive scientific experiment to restore an entire ecosystem that began to break down without its wolves. Emmy Award-winning filmmaker Bob Landis spent more than three years with the these remarkable wolves, creating a spectacularly dramatic and intimate record of their lives, their great battles with rival wolf packs and the changing fortunes of the coyotes and foxes who share their home range in Yellowstone’s beautiful Lamar Valley. Filmed in high definition. 
“The Cheetah Orphans” (w.t.) (11/11)--Veteran filmmaker Simon King takes on the role of mother to two cheetah cubs, Toki and Sambu, orphaned when their mother was killed by a lion. It’s a two-year emotional rollercoaster, from terrifying stand-offs with rhinos and leopards to some of the most intimate moments of cheetah life ever captured on film. The cubs evolve into sleek hunters, spending more and more time on their own. But for King, it’s a nervous time. Can they survive the dangers of the bush? 

“The Beauty of Ugly” (w.t.) (11/18)--We may think we know what is beautiful and what isn’t, but in the natural world, beauty can be many things — including what we might find completely repulsive. Not only can the bizarre be attractive, it can also provide just the edge a creature needs to succeed in difficult environment. From frogfish and hagfish to naked mole rats and elephant seals, from vultures and warthogs to proboscis monkeys and the ugliest bug in Oklahoma, the program shows how and why ugly can be beautiful, even when it isn’t pretty. 

Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Kathleen Kaan, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3026; Fax: 212/560-3012; 
kaank@thirteen.org
NOVA
Tuesdays, November 6 and 20, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET and November 13, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET
PBS’ premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology, and highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

“Sputnik” (w.t.) (11/6)--The world changed on October 4, 1957, when the U.S. public heard the shocking news that the Soviet Union had successfully launched the first satellite, Sputnik I. Why didn’t the U.S. beat the Soviets in this first crucial round of the space race? NOVA reveals an astonishing behind-the-scenes story of the politics and personalities that collided over the earliest efforts to get America into space long before the founding of NASA. Anticommunist witch-hunts drove some of the nation’s most talented rocketry pioneers out of the country even as we welcomed Wernher von Braun and his former Nazi colleagues. With help from Walt Disney, von Braun’s vision of future space travel swiftly captivated U.S. TV watchers. But even as he became the first media star of the space age, von Braun’s attempts to build space probes were hobbled by inter-service rivalries. NOVA details the previously untold story of the technological and political missteps that made the U.S. lose out to the Soviets’ bleeping electronic basketball. 
“Judgment Day: Intelligent Design on Trial” (11/13)--One of the latest battles in the war over evolution took place in a tiny town of Dover in eastern Pennsylvania. In 2004, the local school board ordered science teachers to read to their high school biology students a statement that suggested there is an alternative to Darwin’s theory of evolution. Called Intelligent Design, the idea is that that life is too complex to have evolved naturally and therefore had to have been designed by an intelligent agent. The science teachers refused to comply with the order; alarmed parents filed a lawsuit in federal court accusing the school board of violating the separation of church and state. Suddenly, the small town of Dover was torn apart by controversy, pitting neighbor against neighbor. NOVA captures the emotional conflict in interviews with the townspeople, scientists and lawyers who participated in the historic six-week trial, Kitzmiller, et. al. v. Dover School District, et. al., which was closely watched by the world’s media. With re-creations based on court transcripts, NOVA presents the arguments by lawyers and expert witnesses in riveting detail and provides an eye-opening crash course on questions such as “What is evolution?” and “Does Intelligent Design qualify as science?” For years to come, the lessons from Dover will continue to have a profound impact on how science is viewed in our society and how it’s taught it in the classroom. 

“Parthenon” (w.t.) (11/20)--Erected by the ancient Greeks as a temple to Athena, the Parthenon has served as church, fortress, ammunition dump and the model for countless banks, courthouses and museums around the world. It has been shot at, exploded, set on fire, rocked by earthquakes, looted for its magnificent sculptures and subjected to restorations termed “catastrophic.” Despite so much abuse and renown as an icon of Western civilization, the question of how the Parthenon was built has been largely ignored until recently. Now, thanks to the Greek government’s $10 billion restoration program, scholars are finally probing the enigmas of its planning and construction. Following months of negotiation to secure access, NOVA is currently shooting the inside story of the official restoration. The story reaches far beyond the challenges and controversies of conserving one of the world’s best-known buildings. The researchers are now closing in on answers to some truly monumental riddles: How did the ancient Athenians build their great temple with such astonishing precision in a mere eight years? How did they manage to incorporate subtle, eye-pleasing distortions into the Parthenon’s layout, so that there are few straight lines or right angles to be seen? And, most baffling of all, how did they accomplish all this without an overall building plan or blueprint, which would be indispensable to a modern architect? 
Producer: WGBH Science Unit

Contact: Eileen Campion, Dera, Roslan & Campion, Inc., Tel.: 212/966-4600; Fax: 212/966-5763; eileen@drcpublicrelations.com
WIRED SCIENCE

Wednesdays, continuing series, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

This new series is infused with the DNA of Wired magazine. For almost 15 years, Wired has been the first word on the ways science and technology are changing the world. The series transfers the periodical’s breakout journalism and irreverent attitude to PBS. Each week, WIRED SCIENCE will explore a wide range of subjects, from scientific research to intimate portraits of mavericks and dreamers to the surprising intersections of technology and culture. With its stunning graphics and unparalleled Web site integration, WIRED SCIENCE brings an entirely new look to science television. 
Producer: KCET Los Angeles in association with Wired Magazine

Contact: Cathy Williams, KCET, Tel.: 323/953-5243; Fax: 323/953-5678; cwilliams@kcet.org
DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS AT ST. OLAF (2007) (w.t.)

Wednesday, December 19, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This Christmas special features the renowned choirs and orchestra of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota.

Producer: Twin Cities Public Television (TPT)
Contact: Catherine Allan, TPT, Tel.: 651-229-1374; Fax: 651/229-1570; callan@tpt.org 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR FEATURING SISSEL

Wednesday, December 19, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET; rpt. Monday, December 24, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET
European singing sensation Sissel joins the renowned Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Orchestra at Temple Square for an annual holiday concert. Sissel performs solo numbers that include “Like an Angel Passing Through My Room” by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus of ABBA fame; “Vitae Lux” (Light of Life) by Frode Alnaes; and the French carol “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” and reads the Christmas story from the Book of Luke. The high-definition, surround sound production, recorded from four sold-out concerts performed in December 2006 in Salt Lake City before combined audiences of approximately 85,000, also features traditional Christmas songs and Norwegian folk tunes. 

Producer: KUED Salt Lake City

Contact: Mary Dickson, KUED, Tel.: 801/581-3263; Fax: 801/585-6105; mdickson@kued.org
GREAT PERFORMANCES

Mondays, December 17, 9:00-11:00 p.m. and December 31, 2007, 10:00 p.m-1:00 a.m. ET
GREAT PERFORMANCES, the longest-running performing arts anthology on television, continues to feature the best in the performing arts.

“The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny From LA Opera” (12/17)--At the LA Opera in February 2007, four-time Tony Award-winner Audra McDonald stars in a new production of The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny, one of the great 20th-century operas. From composer Kurt Weill and playwright Bertolt Brecht — creators of The Threepenny Opera — comes a savage and lyrical satire told in a highly entertaining blend of opera and raucous music hall songs conducted by music director James Conlon. Tony Award-winners Patti LuPone and John Doyle, the star and director of Broadway’s highly acclaimed revival of Sweeney Todd, re-team for their LA Opera debuts, joined by acclaimed tenor Anthony Dean Griffey. It’s every man for himself in the newly founded city of Mahagonny, devoted to life’s illicit pleasures, where anything goes and the only crime is to run out of money. The brilliant score, featuring the classic song “Moon of Alabama,” masterfully creates a vivid picture of determination, desperation and debauchery. 

“Garrison Keillor’s New Year’s Eve Special 2007” (w.t.) (12/31)—Last year, the good folks of “A Prairie Home Companion” found a new home on public television with two specials on GREAT PERFORMANCES: first, an Independence Day broadcast from Tanglewood in July 2006, followed-up at year’s end with a New Year’s Eve special from Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium. Garrison Keillor returns to GREAT PERFORMANCES in 2007 for a third holiday-themed special, this time from his home base at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul, Minnesota. “Prairie Home” regulars will ring in the New Year along with some special guests.

Presenter: Thirteen/WNET New York

Contact: Bill Grayson, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-3053; Fax: 212/560-3012; grayson@thirteen.org
INDEPENDENT LENS

Tuesday, December 11, 2007, 10:00-11:30 p.m. ET

This acclaimed Emmy Award-winning weekly anthology series features documentaries and a limited number of fiction films united by the creative freedom, artistic achievement and unflinching visions of their independent producers. INDEPENDENT LENS features unforgettable stories about a unique individual, community or moment in history. 

“The Paper”--How has the American media changed post 9-11? “The Paper” takes an in-depth look at the challenges of modern journalism, as faced by the staff of a university newspaper embroiled in controversy. Following a year in the life of Pennsylvania State University’s campus newspaper, this documentary features a group of journalism students confronting the pressures and problems inherent in today’s media: declining circulation, barriers to investigative reporting and the responsibility of newspapers to the communities they serve. 2007 South By Southwest Film Festival Documentary Competition. By Aaron Matthews  
Presenter: Independent Television Service (ITVS)
Contact: Voleine Amilcar, ITVS, Tel.: 415/356-8383, ext. 244; Fax: 415/356-8391; voleine_amilcar@itvs.org
L.A. HOLIDAY CELEBRATION (2007)

Thursday, December 13, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This program is a highlight version of the six-hour Los Angeles County Holiday Celebration that took place in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion of the Music Center on Christmas Eve 2006. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has sponsored an admission-free holiday-themed show as a gift to the people of the county every December 24 since 1960. Attendance has become a seasonal tradition for many Angelenos. The 1,000-1,500 performers participating in the show each year represent the many cultures and holiday traditions found in the county.

Producers: Los Angeles County Arts Commission and Greenlight Entertainment Partners, LLC

Contact: Linda Chiavaroli, Los Angeles County Arts Commission, Tel.: 323/871-4554; Fax: 323/464-5614; lchiavaroli@lacountyarts.org 
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER

Mondays, December 10 and 31, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER makes the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States, and remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today.

“Red Hot Jazz With Wynton Marsalis” (w.t.) (12/10)--Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis and friends present a holiday stomp.
“New York Philharmonic New Year’s Eve Featuring Joshua Bell” (w.t.) (12/31)--Violinist Joshua Bell joins the New York Philharmonic for a New Year’s Eve gala.

Producer: Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc.
Contact: Matt Carlson, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc., Tel.: 212/875-5049; Fax: 212/875-5414; mcarlson@lincolncenter.org
NOVA

Tuesday, December 18, 2007, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET
PBS’ premier science series helps viewers of all ages explore the science behind the headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science and technology and highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. 

“MiGs” (w.t.)--In 1950, Russian and American fighters clashed over Korea in the fastest dogfights ever seen. This was the world’s first jet war, pitting the two most advanced planes of their day, the American F-86 Sabre and the Soviet MiG-15, in furious air battles that pushed their pilots’ skills to the limit. The epicenter of the air campaign was MiG Alley, a strip of airspace between the Korean-Chinese border. Flying higher and faster than ever before, American and British pilots had little idea of the hidden dangers that awaited them if they were shot down. Thirty-one Sabre pilots are believed to have survived crash landings; the evidence suggests that a few of the pilots were captured and secretly imprisoned in Russia. NOVA follows the poignant and sometimes harrowing efforts of family members to trace what happened to pilots who went missing more than a half-century ago. The program combines forensic detective work with an in-depth look at why the Sabre and the MiG acquired their reputations as legendary fighting machines. With the help of dramatic reconstructions, rare archival footage and interviews with veteran aces, NOVA puts viewers in the cockpit to experience the lethal split-second duels in the skies over MiG Alley. 

Producer: WGBH Science Unit

Contact: Eileen Campion, Dera, Roslan & Campion, Inc., Tel.: 212/966-4600; Fax: 212/966-5763; eileen@drcpublicrelations.com
P.O.V.
Wednesday, December 12, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
Celebrating its 20th season on PBS in 2007, the award-winning P.O.V. is the longest-running showcase on television to feature the work of America’s best contemporary-issue independent filmmakers. 
“Wrestling With Angels: Playwright Tony Kushner” (12/12)--Tony Kushner, whose epochal Angels in America won a Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award, has emerged as one of the country’s leading playwrights — and one of its fiercest moral critics. In this film, Oscar-winning director Freida Lee Mock (P.O.V. “Maya Lin: A Strong Clear Vision”) followed Kushner for three tumultuous years, from September 11, 2001, to the 2004 presidential election, to delve into the passions that keep him reaching for the great American play. Actresses Marcia Gay Harden, Meryl Streep, Tonya Pinkins and Emma Thompson, directors Mike Nichols and George C. Wolf and writer/artist Maurice Sendak are seen collaborating with Kushner on such landmark works as Angels in America; Caroline, or Change and Homebody/Kabul. By Freida Lee Mock. 

Producer: American Documentary | P.O.V.

Contact: Cynthia Lopez, P.O.V., Tel.: 212/989-7425; Fax: 212/989-8230; clopez@pov.org
WIRED SCIENCE

Wednesdays, continuing series, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET

This new series is infused with the DNA of Wired magazine. For almost 15 years, Wired has been the first word on the ways science and technology are changing the world. The series transfers the periodical’s breakout journalism and irreverent attitude to PBS. Each week, WIRED SCIENCE will explore a wide range of subjects, from scientific research to intimate portraits of mavericks and dreamers to the surprising intersections of technology and culture. With its stunning graphics and unparalleled Web site integration, WIRED SCIENCE brings an entirely new look to science television. 
Producer: KCET Los Angeles in association with Wired Magazine

Contact: Cathy Williams, KCET, Tel.: 323/953-5243; Fax: 323/953-5678; cwilliams@kcet.org
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