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PBS FALL 2007: PERFORMANCE SPECIALS
Joshua Bell, Tony Bennett, Carol Burnett, Eric Clapton, Billy Crystal, Yo-Yo Ma, Wynton Marsalis, Mormon Tabernacle Choir With Sissel and Many Others Step Into the Limelight on PBS 
Masters — and mistresses — of jazz, opera, classical and popular music create a veritable arts festival on the small screen this fall when PBS presents an arresting assortment of music specials and profiles. When the musicians take five, two comic geniuses come to the fore.

Octogenarian Tony Bennett — still in fine voice, still winning new fans of all ages, still painting — gets the AMERICAN MASTERS treatment when the series resumes on PBS in September. In the following months, GREAT PERFORMANCES covers the second coming of the guitar gods at the Chicago Crossroads Festival, the Los Angeles opera presentation of Brecht and Weill’s The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny and the celebration of the Israel Philharmonic’s 70th anniversary. Cellist Yo-Yo Ma performs with the New York Philharmonic, and Wynton Marsalis and friends jazz it up on LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER. 
Comedians lighten up the airwaves when AMERICAN MASTERS profiles the doyenne of contemporary comedy, Carol Burnett, and the KENNEDY CENTER PRESENTS singles out Billy Crystal for this year’s Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. 
Holiday specials brighten up the airwaves in a Norwegian-flavored Christmas celebration with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Sissel and New Year’s Eve specials with Joshua Bell and the New York Philharmonic and Garrison Keillor.
Performance specials highlights include:
SEPTEMBER
AMERICAN MASTERS “Tony Bennett: The Music Never Ends”

Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET 
The man Frank Sinatra called “the best singer in the business” has been in the business for more than 50 years, selling 50 million records and reaping 15 Grammy awards, including two at age 80. The story of a common man with an uncommon gift, the film includes complete coverage of Bennett’s 2005 Monterey Jazz Festival performance and interviews at his home and painting studio. This reflection on Bennett’s life and music is amplified by a rich historical archive and the voices of numerous close friends, including director Arthur Penn, with whom he served in WWII; Harry Belafonte, with whom he marched in Selma, Alabama; and Clint Eastwood, the film’s executive producer. 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert”

Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma joins the New York Philharmonic and conductor Lorin Maazel for the opening night gala. The all-Dvořák program includes the Carnival Overture, Cello Concerto and Symphony No. 7. 
NOVEMBER
AMERICAN MASTERS “Carol Burnett” (w.t.)

Wednesday, November 5, 2007, 9:00-10:30

America in the 1960s and ’70s was in turmoil. The civil rights struggle, the war in Vietnam and the sexual revolution defined a nation in conflict. But at 10 o’clock every Saturday night, in dorms and dens, in living rooms and bedrooms across the country, Americans watched “The Carol Burnett Show.” For 11 years, the wacky performer yelled like Tarzan and won — and sometimes broke — our hearts with her edgy, always sympathetic, characters. Carol Burnett could fall down a flight of stairs or hold her own in a duet with Julie Andrews. Yet, as with so many brilliant comedians, hers was a difficult childhood. A glimpse of something deeper and darker began to emerge in the dramatic career that followed her TV variety show. 

THE KENNEDY CENTER PRESENTS “The Mark Twain Prize for American Humor” 
Monday, November 12, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
This annual special salutes Billy Crystal, the 2007 recipient of the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. Taping at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on October 11, the program will feature tributes and comic performances from an all-star cast of Crystal’s friends and colleagues and will include classic film and television clips from Crystal’s career.

GREAT PERFORMANCES “The Israel Philharmonic 70th Anniversary Gala Concert” (w.t.)
Wednesday, November 21, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Founded in 1936 by Polish violinist and Zionist Bronislaw Huberman, the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra — known at that time as the Palestine Orchestra — was established to save Jewish musicians in Europe from the imminent Holocaust. Consistently ranked among the world’s leading orchestras, the Israel Philharmonic boasts a long list of accomplished composers, conductors and guest soloists who have contributed to its rich history and critical acclaim. In celebration of the 70th anniversary of the orchestra’s founding, GREAT PERFORMANCES travels to Tel Aviv, Israel, to take part in a gala concert paying tribute to the social significance and musical pedigree of this esteemed organization. Under the baton of Maestro Zubin Mehta — given the title Music Director for Life in 1981 — the IPO gala features Maurice Ravel’s “La Valse,” Max Bruch’s Violin Concerto No. 1 with guest soloist and longtime friend of the IPO Pinchas Zukerman and Beethoven’s Concerto for Piano No. 5, “Emperor,” with pianist Daniel Barenboim. 
GREAT PERFORMANCES “Chicago Crossroads Festival” (w.t.)
Wednesday, November 28, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Eric Clapton and his buddies know how to put on a show. Witness the all-star Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival, recorded at Dallas’ famed Cotton Bowl in June 2004. As blues master B.B. King exclaimed halfway through the concert, “Is it hot up here or what?” A benefit concert for Clapton’s Crossroads Centre Foundation, The Houston Chronicle raved, “It was the highlight of a weekend that should live in Texas music history.” “An audio feast,” echoed The Philadelphia Inquirer. If you missed it, no worries — Clapton and the world’s leading guitar gods return for a new gathering, this time from Chicago, America’s Blues Capital. 
DECEMBER
LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “Red Hot Jazz Christmas With Wynton Marsalis” (w.t.)

Monday, December 10, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis and friends present a holiday stomp. LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER makes the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States and remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today. 

GREAT PERFORMANCES “The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny From LA Opera”

Monday, December 17, 2007, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET

Four-time Tony Award-winner Audra McDonald stars in a new production of The Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny, one of the great 20th-century operas. From composer Kurt Weill and playwright Bertolt Brecht — creators of The Threepenny Opera — comes a savage and lyrical satire told in a highly entertaining blend of opera and raucous music hall songs conducted by music director James Conlon. Tony Award-winners Patti LuPone and John Doyle, the star and director of Broadway’s highly acclaimed revival of Sweeney Todd, re-team for their LA Opera debuts, joined by acclaimed tenor Anthony Dean Griffey. It’s every man for himself in the newly founded city of Mahagonny, devoted to life’s illicit pleasures, where anything goes, and the only crime is to run out of money. The brilliant score, featuring the classic song “Moon of Alabama,” masterfully creates a vivid picture of determination, desperation and debauchery. 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR FEATURING SISSEL 

Wednesday, December 19, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET; rpt. Monday, December 24, 2007, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET

European singing sensation Sissel, who contributed the haunting, ethereal vocal tracks for the soundtrack to Titanic, joins the renowned Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Orchestra at Temple Square for an annual holiday concert. A national institution in Norway, Sissel has sung all over the world, selling six million solo albums. She performs solo numbers that include “Like an Angel Passing Through My Room” by Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus of ABBA fame; “Vitae Lux” (Light of Life) by Frode Alnaes; and the French carol “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” and reads the Christmas story from the Book of Luke. The program also features traditional Christmas songs and Norwegian folk tunes performed on an alpine village set, featuring stained-glass church windows, snow-covered rooftops and brightly lit trees. 

LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER “New York Philharmonic New Year’s Eve Featuring Joshua Bell” (w.t.) 

Monday, December 31, 2007, 8:00-10:00 p.m. ET

Violinist Joshua Bell joins the New York Philharmonic for a New Year’s Eve gala. LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER makes the world’s greatest artists accessible to home viewers in virtually every corner of the United States and remains the only series of live telecast performances on American television today. 

GREAT PERFORMANCES “Garrison Keillor’s New Year’s Eve Special 2007” (w.t.)
Monday, December 31, 2007, 10:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. ET

Last year, the good folks of “A Prairie Home Companion” found a new home on public television with two specials on GREAT PERFORMANCES: first, an Independence Day broadcast from Tanglewood in July 2006, followed-up at year’s end with a New Year’s Eve special from Nashville’s Ryman Auditorium. Garrison Keillor returns to GREAT PERFORMANCES in 2007 for a third holiday-themed special, this time from his home base at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul, Minnesota. “Prairie Home” regulars will ring in the New Year along with some special guests.

– PBS –

CONTACT: 
Carrie Johnson, PBS, 703/739-5135; cjohnson@pbs.org 
Christine Weaver Haye, PBS, 703/739-5019; cweaver@ps.org 
WWW.PBS.ORG/PRESSROOM 

July 2007
